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EDITORIAL
VEDANTI — AN ENEMY OF SIKHI

“Akal Takhat Sahib is the most
supreme seat of the Sikh nation. All
Sikhs owe their loyalty solely to this
throne.” (Dr. Harjinder Singh Dilgeer).
It should be emphasized that loyalty is
to the ‘Institution of Akal Takhat
Sahib’, not to the caretaker. Our
current leadership, headed by Vedanti,
by its shameful conduct has damaged
this Institution but other than isolated
cries of concern by a few individuals
the vast majority of people calling
themselves Sikhs and all the *Sikh’

4 Organizations are oblivious to the

=

undermining of the very basic principles of Guru Nanak’s message that
Akal Takhat is supposed to uphold.

‘Jathedar’ Vedanti has graced pages of The Sikh Bulletin many times since
his appointment by Badal after the unceremonious sacking of his
predecessor, Puran Singh, on March 28, 2000, largely because of his
fraternization with unsavoury characters like Nanaksaria ‘Sant Baba’ Amar
Singh Barundi. (See SB May, June, Nov. 2000; June & Oct. 2001; Feb.&
Aug. 2002.) and ‘Sant Baba’ Daljit Singh Chicago. It did not take us long
to see through him and in the June 2000 issue of the SB we identified him
as a ‘“Trojan Horse’. He has proven us right, beyond our expectations. He
has consistently tried to present the scums of Sikhi as its religious leaders.
Unlike the tradition established by our Gurus who practiced what they
preached, Vedanti says one thing but does exactly opposite.

In the Tribune dated Oct. 30/2001, dateline Amritsar Oct.29, under the
banner, “Drive against dera system”, Vedanti is quoted as saying,
“...meanwhile, Jathedar Vedanti appealed to the Sikh sangat to oppose
those who were running deras and adopting practices which went against
the tenets and principles of Sikhism. He said whenever any act of religious
misconduct came to light the matter should be reported to the Akal Takhat
secretariat” ...“Khalsa Panth had the potential to take care of its enemy”.

Khalsa Panth may have the potential to take care of its enemies but it
certainly has not shown the ability to recognize them. Most recently four
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such enemies were back, again, in this country — Tarlochan
Singh, caretaker of Kesgarh Sahib, who played a major role
in protecting Daljit Singh Chicago from a punishment
harsher than listening to kirtan for his transgressions already
well publicized in the media; Igbal Singh, caretaker Patna
Sahib, who considers himself superior to the caretaker at
Akal Takhat Sahib and justifies his two marriages on the
fallacy of two (or more) marriages of Guru Gobind Singh;
Joginder Singh Vedanti, caretaker Akal Takhat Sahib; and his
tail, Ranjit Singh, granthi at Gurdwara Sees Ganj. They were
here at the invitation of Satpal Singh Khalsa, Son-in-Law of
Yogi Bhajan, the deceased leader of Sikh Dharma in the
western world, who used Sikhism as a prop for his business
practices in this country. To understand the true character of
this leader of Sikh Dharma, copies of various law suits
against him can be had from The Sikh Bulletin by those
engaged in research in matters concerning Sikhi.

Vedanti speaks against derawalas, yet he graces their deras
with his presence. Daljit Singh of Chicage, a one time Giani
in Chandigarh and Baba in Chicago became an instant ‘Sant’
after being blessed by Vedanti’s visit to his dera, in May
2001, a visit that was vigorously opposed by the sangat of
Chicago.(sB June 2001). During his same visit we presented
him with a dossier on Amar Singh, a world class con artist
and congenital liar, from whom he had already received a
siropa in New Delhi on Nov.16, 2000. Not only did we not
receive any response from him to our dossier, he lead a
delegation of likes of Avtar Singh Hitt, then President of
DGPC, Talwandi and others to Amar Singh’s dera in London
in August 2001 and he has been there many times since then.
While there he ignored the pleas of a Gursikh to be taken to
meet some of the victims of Amar Singh.

Remember his public statement about any religious
misconduct to be brought to his attention? Among the first to
be brought to his attention was the moral misconduct of Baba
Dhanwant Singh, the rape by him of the daughter of one of
his devotees. Vedanti had assigned the investigative task to
his wife’s brother, Prithipal Singh Sandhu, who was then
his SGPC paid personal assistant. According to reports by the
Shiromani Khalsa Panchayat, by accepting a bribe of
several thousand rupees, Sandhu exonerated the Baba
completely. Public hue and cry that ensued resulted in
Sandhu losing his job, ostensibly, not for any misconduct but
for being overage for SGPC job. Thanks to Panjab Police and
Indian Judiciary Baba Dhanwant Singh went to jail for
committing rape. For some unexplained reason, even though
Prithipal Singh Sandhu is no longer an employee of SGPC he
still accompanies Vedanti on his foreign jaunts and press
refers to him as Vedanti’s PA. More recently when the
Sangat of Palatine Gurdwara took the case of Daljit Singh
Chicago to Vedanti he justifies the very mild punishment (He
does not even call it punishment; he terms it sewa.) by stating
that after listening to both sides i.e. sangat of Palatine

Gurdwara and Daljit Singh, and affidavits of the Bibi in
question and her husband, Daljit Singh was punished for
lying to the media. Obviously Vedanti chose to believe
Daljit Singh’s second explanation, after his on the air denial
of his or his van ever being at the Motel, for being with a
married woman in the middle of the night i.e. he was
counselling the woman. Amar Singh’s standard excuse was
also always the same.

Panjabi Weekly ‘Panjab Times’ of April 29, 2006 carries
highlights of ‘Jathedars’ latest visit, reported by Amolak
Singh. At Milwaukie’s Brookfield Gurdwara, where they
were invited by the “wealthy Sikh businessman S. Darshan
Singh Dhaliwal”, (obviously by inviting these people he is
not using his wealth to help the cause of Sikhi), Vedanti
urged the sangat to not to buy, read nor support those who
create ‘dubidha’ (8fgur) in the panth and question
centuries old practices and call ‘Jathedars’ pujaris..
According to the reporter, although Vedanti did not name
names, clear targets of his comments were two individuals
that he had excommunicated, Joginder Singh, Editor and
Publisher of Spokesman and Gurbakhsh Singh Kala
Afghana.

Dictionary defines ‘dubidha’ as double mindedness, doubt,
dilemma and quandary. Those who have read and
understood the writings of these two gentlemen with open
mind do not agree with Vedanti. They say that any
‘dubidha’ has been created by Vedanti and people like him.
One of the first acts after being appointed caretaker of Akal
Takhat, Vedanti issued a directive banning any discussion
about so called ‘Dasam Granth’. While people like Baba
Virsa Singh were free to propagate Dasam Granth right
under Vedanti’s nose, Sikh institutions like Institute of Sikh
Studies, Chandigarh under Dr. Kharak Singh chose to obey
the anti-gurmat order by Vedanti.

Vedanti’s real dubidha’ (g2fgur) causing work was
‘Gurbilas Patshahi 6, a book which is basically a ‘kanjar
kahani’. It had disappeared from the Gurdwaras under the
influence of Singh Sabha movement but resuscitated in June
1998 on Guru Hargobind Sahib’s 400" birth anniversary as
a ‘gift’ to the Panth, under the editorship of Vedanti, with
SGPC funds facilitated by Manjit Singh Calcutta. (See SB
May & June 2000 for detailed analysis of this book). Vedanti’s most
cherished wish was to see the resumption of katha of this
book in all the Gurdwaras.

Yet another instance of his dubidha’ (€f&ar) creation is his
hypocrisy about Hukamnamas. Upon being appointed
successor to Puran Singh he voided all Hukamnamas issued
by Puran Singh but not those by Ranjit Singh Ghataura,
including the notorious  ‘sit-on-the-floor-for-Langar’
hukamnama. This, even in the light of the fact that on April
25, 1935 the five member ‘Dharmik Slahkar Committee’
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consisting of S. Kahn Singh Nabha, Prof. Jodh Singh, Prof.
Teja Singh, Prof. Ganga Singh and Jathedar Mohan Singh
had passed a resolution allowing Sikhs in Europe and
America, where there is tradition to sit on chairs inside places
of worship, to sit on chairs even inside Darbar hall by raising
the platform for parkash of Guru Granth Sahib. When
Amolak Singh, the reporter for Panjab Times, pointed out
Vedanti created ‘dubidha’ (®f&ar) in matter of Langar
hukamnama by going to Didar Singh Bains’ house in Yuba
City but not to the Tierra Buena Gurdwara where he is
president, because of the chairs, although Igbal Singh of
Patna Sahib has no compunction about going to the
Gurdwara himself, and on this trip laying the foundation
stone of a Gurdwara in Lodi, California, with chairs in the
Langar hall, Vedanti confidently asserted that at Lodi
Gurdwara the sangat had resolved to remove the chairs by
jaikara (8% ® fsgw. . ) and Tierra Buena Gurdwara will do
so soon. We have news for Vedanti. Sangat at Lodi
Gurdwara overruled the management’s decision to placate
Vedanti and put the chairs right back. Same has been
happening at Tierra Buena Gurdwara for years.

Recently Vedanti has come out with a ‘Gurmata’ giving
choice to all excommunicated persons to rejoin the Sikh fold
by January 13, 2007 without under going any ‘tankhah’
provided they accept the authority of Akal Takhat. Problem
is that Vedanti has neither the legal nor moral authority to
issue a ‘Gurmata’; nor does he, or any so called jathedar, has
any authority to issue a hukamnama. Two people
‘excommunicated’ by him and several ‘excommunicated’ by
Ranjit Singh Ghataura in Canada do not consider themselves
‘excommunicated’ in the eyes of the Granth and the Panth;
nor do they deny the supremacy of Akal Takhat. What these
rare Sikh individuals are challenging is the abuse of the
power of Akal Takhat by undeserving people like Vedanti
who behave as peons of the politicians who appointed them.

Vedanti talks about the sanctity of centuries old practices i.e.
only three centuries since the Guru period. Because he is
Vedanti, expert in Vedas, and not Giani, expert in Guru
Granth Sahib, should we excuse him for not knowing that
Guru Nanak had preached for discarding tens of centuries old
practices because they were an abomination? The biggest and
most important such practice was the janeu ceremony for him
which he rejected when he was only a child.

Just the other day | was listening to a radio talk show with the
President of American Bar Association as the guest.
Conversation was about the conduct of the Bush
administration in the war on terror and scandals at Abu
Ghraib, Haditha, Hamandiya, Ishagi and Guantanamo Bay.
With reference to the detainees at Guantanamo Bay his
comments were that the administration’s conduct there is
clearly not “American”. Vedanti Ji, even though you do not
like to be called ‘pujari’ that is precisely what you and your

companions are and you have transformed Sikhi to pre Guru
Nanak period and destroyed the contributions and sacrifices
of Ten Gurus and countless Sikhs. The pretense of Sikhi
that you make is not ‘Sikhi’. I would like nothing better than
for you to excommunicate me from your Panth because my
Panth and your Panth have nothing in common. In your
Panth the GGS, although held in high esteem by your way
of thinking, is actually shown disrespect because you have
come to treat it just as another deity as a Hindu idol and thus
worshipped as such and like the Hindu idols sangat comes
for its ‘darshan’ and just like Hindu idols it is taken out for
‘darshan’ in the form of a nagar kirtan. My Panth considers
it a treasure-trove of knowledge to be read, comprehended
and made part of daily life. GGS makes no distinction
between Hindus and Muslims (and Sikhs, Christians and
Buddhists for that matter) and the gender but you forbid
Mardana’s descendents and women from doing kirtan and
other sewa at Darbar Sahib. The list of your transgressions
is unending.

Finally, one wonders which group is the worst enemy of
Sikhi, the holier than thou clowns who frequently come out
of India or the moneyed people in Diaspora who pay for
them to visit their homes and Gurdwaras. Unfortunately the
vast majority of Sikhs, both in India and in Diaspora, are

totally unconcerned about both of these groups.
Hardev Singh Shergill

*kkkk

HINDU MILITANTS MURDERED 38 SIKHS

IN COLD BLOOD

Speech of Hon. Edolphus Towns of New York
in the House of Representatives Tuesday, June 6, 2006

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, recently, former Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright wrote a book called The Mighty
and the Almighty. The introduction was written by former
President Bill Clinton. In his introduction, President Clinton
wrote, ~During my visit to India in 2000, some Hindu
militants decided to vent their outrage by murdering 38
Sikhs in cold blood. If I hadn't made the trip, the victims
would probably still be alive. If I hadn't made the trip
because | feared what militants might do, | couldn't have
done my job as president of the United States."

President Clinton places the blame squarely on Hindu
militants, not on the so-called Kashmiri Muslims that the
Indian government tried to blame for the massacre. In 2002,
the Washington Times reported that the government finally
admitted its responsibility and admitted that the evidence
that it used to pin the blame on Kashmiris was false.

Reporter Barry Bearak of the New York Times also placed
the blame squarely on the Indian government, as did two
independent investigations, one by the International Human
Rights Organization, which is based in Ludhiana, and the
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other conducted jointly by the Punjab Human Rights
Organization and the Movement Against State Repression.
The evidence is overwhelming, yet Indian sycophants
continue to deny the government's responsibility.

Unfortunately, this massacre would have been swept under
the rug if not for the outstanding efforts of the organizations
mentioned above and of the Council of Khalistan, which has
painstakingly documented any new developments. | am
indebted to them for bringing this to my attention.

The massacre was part of a pattern of repression of minorities
that has brought about the murders of over 250,000 Sikhs,
more than 300,000 Christians in Nagaland alone, over 90,000
Muslims in Kashmir alone, and Christians and Muslims
throughout the country, as well as tens of thousands of
Assamese, Bodos, Dalits, Manipuris, Tamils, and other
minorities. This is one reason that it is essential to cut off our
aid and trade to India and to demand a free and fair plebiscite
in Punjab, Khalistan, in Kashmir, in Nagalim, and wherever
people are seeking their freedom. This is the only way to
bring freedom, peace, stability, and dignity to all the people
of south Asia.

I would like to introduce the press release from the Council
of Khalistan on Secretary Albright's book into the Record at
this time.

Press release from the Council of Khalistan
Hindu Militants Murdered 38 Sikhs in Cold Blood

WASHINGTON, DC, May 30, 2006.--In the introduction to
former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright's new book,
The Mighty and the Almighty, former U.S. President Bill
Clinton writes that ““Hindu militants" are responsible for the
massacre of 38 Sikhs at Chithisinghpora in March 2000. This
reflects previous findings by the Punjab Human Rights
Organization, the International Human Rights Organization,
the Movement Against State Repression, and New York
Times reporter Barry Bearak.

President Clinton writes, “~During my visit to India in 2000,
some Hindu militants decided to vent their outrage by
murdering 38 Sikhs in cold blood. If I hadn't made the trip,
the victims would probably still be alive, If I hadn't made the
trip because | feared what militants might do, I couldn't have
done my job as president of the United States."

According to Amnesty International, “‘the attackers wore
uniforms of the armed forces and were led by a tall man
whom they addressed as Commanding Officer (CO). All Sikh
men were rounded up, ostensibly to check their identities,
and made to sit on the ground in two groups against the walls
of the gurdwaras [Sikh temples] a few hundred metres from
each other; they were shot at point blank range. As the
attackers withdrew, they reportedly shouted Hindu slogans."
On August 2, 2002, the Washington Times reported that the

Indian government admitted that its forces were responsible
for the massacre. India finally admitted that the evidence it
used to implicate alleged Kashmiri ““militants" in the
murders was faked.

At the time of the Chithisinghpora massacre, Dr. Gurmit
Singh Aulakh, President of the Council of Khalistan,
strongly condemned the murders. “~What motive would
Kashmiri freedom fighters have to kill Sikhs? This would be
especially stupid when President Clinton is visiting. The
freedom movements in Kashmir, Khalistan, Nagaland, and
throughout India need the support of the United States," he
said, Khalistan is the Sikh homeland declared independent
on October 7, 1987.

The massacres continued a pattern of repression and
terrorism against minorities by the Indian government,
which it attempts to blame on other minorities to divide and
rule the minority peoples within its artificial borders. The
Indian newspaper Hitavada reported that the Indian
government paid the late governor of Punjab, Surendra
Nath, $1.5 billion to organize and support covert terrorist
activity in Punjab, Khalistan, and in neighboring Kashmir.

A report issued by the Movement Against State Repression
(MASR) shows that India admitted that it held 52,268
political prisoners under the repressive " Terrorist and
Disruptive Activities Act" (TADA) even though it expired
in 1995. Many have been in illegal custody since 1984.
There has been no list published of those who were
acquitted under TADA and those who are still rotting in
Indian jails. Additionally, according to Amnesty
International, there are tens of thousands of other minorities
being held as political prisoners. MASR report quotes the
Punjab Civil Magistracy as writing ~if we add up the
figures of the last few years the number of innocent persons
killed would run into lakhs [hundreds of thousands.]"

The Indian government has murdered over 250,000 Sikhs
since 1984, more than 300,000 Christians in Nagaland, over
90,000 Muslims in Kashmir, tens of thousands of Christians
and Muslims throughout the country, and tens of thousands
of Tamils, Assamese, Manipuris, and others. The Indian
Supreme Court called the Indian government's murders of
Sikhs ““worse than a genocide."

The book Soft Target by Canadian journalists Zuhair
Kashmeri and Brian McAndrew shows that the Indian
government blew up its own airliner in 1985 to blame Sikhs
and justify further repression. It quotes an agent of the
Canadian Security Investigation Service. (CSIS) as saying,
“If you really want to clear up the incidents quickly, take
vans down to the Indian High Commission and the
consulates in Toronto and Vancouver. We know it and they
know it that they are involved." On January 2, 2002, the
Washington Times reported that India sponsors cross-border
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terrorism in the Pakistani province of Sindh.

“Only in a free Khalistan will the Sikh Nation prosper and
get justice," said Dr. Aulakh. “"When Khalistan is free, we
will have our own Ambassadors, our own representation in
the UN and other international bodies, and our own leaders to
keep this sort of thing from happening. We won't be at the
mercy of the brutal Indian regime and its Hindu militant
allies," he said. “"Democracies don't commit genocide. India
should act like a democracy and allow a plebiscite on
independence for Khalistan and all the nations of South
Asia," Dr. Aulakh said. “We must free Khalistan now."

*kkkk

1984°’S ANSWER TO YOU O INDIA

June 6th 2006-On the 22 anniversary of Your Attack on my Nation
Gurmeet Kaur, Atlanta, GA

Pre — 1984
I was merely a little girl
then, | lived far away from
Punjab
I read the biased news about
my people in your papers
I grew up believing we were
wrong.

In your text books O India
Sikhi was just another
stream off of your Noble
Heritage
Gone astray by militant philosophy of the tenth Guru
And in present times it did not make sense.

We grew up being ridiculed

By teachers, playmates and street goers
Everyday fighting prejudice

And being ashamed of our own selves.

My parents were busy making ends meet
They were the children of the 1947 displacement
They had no time for sharing Sikh life and pride
They lost it somewhere with all the socio-economic strife.

So | grew up confused without an identity
With you telling how you did a favor on us refugees
I did not know about Sikh history and heritage
And its contribution to your freedom, power and existence.

But, we had a Sufi [1] worker at our business
He was so spiritual and had a sense of wisdom
I always found him longing to touch the feet of Guru’s Sikhs
He always told me that Gur-Sikhi Jeevan[2] commanded
utmost reverence.

His words ignited a spark in my soul somewhere

The truth had to be found
My parents had given me wings
It was time to dig the roots in the ground.

Then came 1984
The news about several innocents being killed
In busses and trains of Punjab
Why did | know were setups and propaganda,
To create a context for BlueStar[3].

When you stormed Harimander [4]
Hot month of June it was
Sangat[5] in tens of thousands had come to pay reverence
To the great Guru Arjan Shaheeda-de-Sirtaaj[6].
In pretext to disarm a few dozen men
You brought tanks, rocket launchers, heavy artillery and
cannons
You entrapped thousands and cut off their supplies
And used poisonous gas to consume those innocents.

You killed uncountable mothers, fathers and children
After you parched them with thirst,

You filled the sarovar[7] with the blood of thousands

And tried to patch up your acts by mass cremations.

When Lion Bhindrawale[8] was declared found
With hundreds of GurSikhs around
Something had ached my heart
For you it was the beginning of the end; for me it was just a
start.

Then came fake encounters [9]
I suspected things were not how they were shown
But just a teenager | was
With no access to the truth or cries
of bereaving mothers in Punjab.

But You know what O cruel Brahmanvaad [10]
The ties of Guru’s Kaum are very strong
Generations aways form Guru’s land
But my blood and soul was always a Punjab.

Then 30th of October came
Satwant & Beant [11] had done their share.
You decided to teach 18 million of us another lesson
And issued the orders of Sikh massacre.

Our house was set afire and a few relatives blazed,
Rape, torture and death we had barely escaped.
With days of hiding, uncertainty and gloom ahead
The spirit was still Guru’s; it couldn’t be scared.

When the sad news poured in from all directions,
O India you had opened our eyes to the Sikhi connection.
We were connected, we were made one;

K. T. F.of N. A. Inc. 3524 Rocky Ridge Way, El Dorado Hills, CA. 95762 5



The Sikh Bulletin

75-T3-AES-ge Y3t

May-June-July-August 2006

Punjab or outside any place in the world.
That awakening had finally taken place
That feeling was invaluable, that discovery priceless.

As you unveiled your centuries’ long hatred
And unleashed your long held wrath!
It was a blessing in disguise, I’ll tell you
And finally everything had made sense.

It was our identity you loathed
It was our sovereignty and strength that you despised
It was our magnanimity that you thrived on
It was our subjugated loyalty that you desired.

When those fearless souls revealed the truth
And masses pledged to stand up for their nation
You feared losing your strength and position
And planned this brutal retaliation.

The spark had turned into a flame
To be a Sikh was no longer a shame
I knew we were not one of you

And standing up for equality, liberty and justice would never

please you.

You finally dug your own grave
Your cover-ups and false promises will bear no fruits
My parents had given me the wings
But Thank You India; You put me in touch with my
roots.

June, 2006
I am a parent of a pre teen now
And the flame is a full grown fire
That fire; it also burns in his heart
And that to you is the start of my 1984’s answer.

The fire now burns with full vigor
It will consume me lest | take an action
Hence | will not sit quiet
| pledge to turn it into a revolution.

I brought him up telling stories about his heritage
About your betrayal, your intentions and your treacheries
I am not alone; thousands of Mothers there are
That dedicated their lives to this purpose.

I will not let him down; in grounding him to his roots.
Not one day has passed since he was born
That | didn’t tell him a story of Sikh pride
Of Khalsa Nation and its sacrifice.

This is my revenge O India
I will never forget and forgive you
I will raise many such more daughters and sons

They will never let your cruel intentions come true.

They will walk tall; They will be in your face
Proving we survived against all odds
They will not demolish themselves ashamed by your lies
But will stand eternally in Guru’s grace.

We will be a strong Nation, We will be sovereign
You cannot stop us, The game has just begin.
For you see,

We are the people of our own destiny, of spirit and of
freedom
We have wings we roam everywhere,

But,

We also have roots in truth and perfection.

We have roots only in truth and perfection.

References:

[1] Follower of a mystic sect of Islam

[2] Living the life completely in tune with the Guru’s teachings

[3] Name of the 3 day long Army Operation conducted by Indian Govt.
Harimander Sahib (AKA Golden Temple) and 37 other Sikh shrines were
attacked by modern artillery; thousands of innocents were killed

[4] Temple of the Divine: Commonly known as Golden Temple the most
revered Sikh Center of worship established in 16th Century where tens of
thousands of devotees worship everyday

[5] Congregation / Worshippers

[6] The fifth Guru of Sikhs — Martyred by Mughal Emperor of India -
Jahangir for exercising and propagating freedom of religion and beliefs
[7] The Pool surrounding Harimander Sahib

[8] Sant Jarnail Singh Khalsa (Bhindrawale) — Revered Leaders of the
Sikhs who instilled pride in Sikhs and called f or action towards injustice
and oppression

[9] Sikh Youth was rounded up and killed in Punjab in well disguised fake
encounters for 10 years post BlueStar. Estimates exceed 250,000

[10] Philosophy of Supremacy of the ruling Brahman class

[11] Satwant Singh and Beant Singh — Avenged the attack on Harimander
Sahib and killing of uncountable innocent Sikhs by killing Indira Gandhi
the Prime Minister of India who masterminded the attack.

*kkkk

SIKHISM (SIKHI)
A Religion that goes beyond religion
Jarnail Singh, Australia

ABSTRACT

It is often said that different religions in this world are only
different ways people take to reach the same destination. It
is like saying that God is sitting in some central place and
people of different religions are heading towards it rom
different directions taking different routs. Is this true or
false? Do people invariably have to take different routs to
reach their destination? Guru Nanak challenged this concept
and said that there is only one way leading towards God,
and we are all required to walk this way irrespective of the
religion we belong to or not. What is that one way? An
attempt has been made in the following lines to explain and
understand the religion or way revealed by Guru Nanak. It is
the way that transcends all religions.
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DISCUSSION: NAME

Let us knock at the door and start with the name. Sikhism is
unique in its name. Its name tells a lot about it. One just has
to ponder about and compare it with the names of other
religions of the world. Sikhism is the common but
inappropriate translation of the Punjabi word Sikhi. While the
word Sikhism connotes a set of philosophical principles that
Sikhs follow, the Punjabi word Sikhi emphasizes more on the
process of learning those principles and becoming a Sikh.
Now compare this name with the names of other major world
religions. Christianity is named after Jesus Christ. Christ
means messiah or prophet. Buddhism is hamed after Gautam
Buddha. Buddha means the enlightened. Both Christ and
Buddha were not the original names of Jesus and Gautam,
respectively, but these are the titles showered upon them by
their followers. Hazrat Mahammad named his religion as
Islam. Islam means to resign to the will of God [1]. The word
Hinduism does not tell anything about the Hindu religion. It
is more geographical than philosophical as it is derived from
the name of the river Indus [2]. Sikhism is the only religion
that derives its name from its followers and not from its
originators or the place where it originated. It is the only
religion whose name lays more emphases on the process of
‘becoming’ than on ‘being’. The name ‘Sikhism’ or ‘Sikhi’ is
suggestive of the underlying philosophy of the religion
revealed by Guru Nanak. Sikh means a student or pupil and
Sikhi means the state of being a Sikh or student. The name
suggests that Sikhism as a religion is not merely focusing on
the destination but gives due importance to the way as well.
This is fundamental to the understanding of Sikhism.

But as Shakespeare has said what is there in the name of a
rose, what matters at the end of the day is the smell of the
rose. Does Sikhism have the smell or fragrance that matches
and justifies its name? To find out an answer to this question,
we shall have to dig deep into the philosophy and history of
Sikhism.

CONCEPT OF ONENESS

Sikhism is a monotheistic religion but with a difference. It
carries the theory of oneness to its logical conclusions.
Christianity and Islam are also monotheistic religions, but
they have limited this monotheism to oneness of God only. In
contrast to this Sikhism carries this concept to much greater
and logical conclusions. Guru Nanak explains his concept in
detail in the following verse.

TIAG of funmA fAg &9 dfE 1| a3 9 ugafg efe |
£f9 =g HfF vifyg ufe 1 genfuy g8 Sa mafe 1 q
33 TIrs a8 a3t fawwfe || fegw & disfr a9 Aafe fumfe
hanIaTe i
g ufs qafa feg adt 1| 6T aniz wiz fafs samt |
8 93" fAfs A1 ool || I8 %' afg JETs T 11 2 |l
&3 famrs fonrs ofs o3 1| 81 faa®H »idg ITEt i

EIAAEE ATTAAE I WS II S AT AS Il 3 I
23 u9H g3 AE 3T 1| J9H3 Yo afar afar ALt 1
niadfe I3 8 foe 39 1| BT JIHY U nid vy 11 8 |
¥d 3U3 TG UT3ATY I AIEt Bet uIe |l
f3m & o f3ges A I §g M »idieg Bdag Il U I
I Hafs e &8 1l {38 fea3 Ay fonr@ 1
Al a9t Uf3 UgeE || At E9aT U HIE 11 € I
" 39113 & I FQ || fag 3 Farst e 78 1l

9 3 AHFS 99 fHowg I Ifg IfR Iz Ag Ug=z 11 2 I

fez 83 Tul Fon 9<f I 33 fag oa9 faR &5 3= |

aad I8H Aafe Awmtenr || Af3afg Ao T9n feufenr

18]13]% A TN H, HQ, Y-qatt

Millions seek the truth but only those who imbibe wisdom of
the revealed word get it. The seeker if driven by the thirst
for the vision of Truth should abdicate duality and become
absorbed in the One supreme Lord. This results in
elimination of all pains of duality. Religious books say God
is one, who is limitless and unknowable. There is only One
God who creates and sustains this universe. There is only
One philosophy pertaining to God and it is enshrined in the
revealed word that comes from the Guru. There is only one
religion or way that is/was required to be followed in all
times. A person, who with the help of the Guru, gets in
tuned for every moment of his life, to the reality of One God,
realizes the infiniteness of the One supreme lord. There is
only One supreme Kingdom and one Supreme King who
rules everywhere and judges us all on the same criterion.
His creation is his only One pictures and his name is true.
There is only One way, the love of God, which breaks the
cycle of birth and death. The person who follows the
wisdom of the Guru, lives like a guest in this world, gets rid
of his/her ego, and worships only One God.). AGGS, M 1, p
1188

From the above it is clear that in Sikhism the concept of
One God has been extended to its logical conclusions. It has
been extended to humanity. It has been extended to Guru. It
has been extended to knowledge. It has been extended to
religion. The thread of logic runs like this. God is One who
is fearless, has no hostility towards any one; and It creates
and sustains this cosmos. This means that all of us are Its
children and are equal in all rights and duties. Further given
that the God is one and is fearless and has no enmity or
malice towards any one, there can not be more than one
criterion by which It judges us all. This means there can not
be more than one philosophy or knowledge pertaining to
God. And if there is only one philosophy, there will be only
one Guru who carries the flame of this knowledge. Now if
Guru is one, then it can not be a person, it has to be a Sabd,
the revealed word, the divine knowledge. All this trickles
down to the conclusion that there can not be more than one
religion in this world.
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It will be in order here to quote some more verses from the
AGGS to substantiate this concept of oneness preached by
the Sikh Gurus. This will also show that above verse is not
just a one off example, but the entire AGGS is full of verses
that corroborate this concept. Sikhism is so loud and clear
about the oneness of God that AGGS starts with digit one as
adjective for God and it has been repeatedly reiterated in the
ensuing 1428 pages. Some examples are given below.

Ifg fed 37 =93 gA nieg & Afe |
WA dH H3, U - 3€.

There is no one else but God alone who pervades every
where and looks after us. AGGS, M 3, p 36.

feg uers v a fed Ju=Tg I M A A A, H YU, U - 8Y

The One Lord knows us all and is the only one Savior for us
all. AGGS, M 5, p 45.

3 As Afag Iy 919" 1l 58 faft 3T niye g5 |
fre 3 efg 7 f3uf3s nwe At 3oz 3T A 1 2 1
AZ 3 WA 391 87 1| we we visfg 33 T I
A3 Aste® Aefefs 3 fai & ferfs aaar A 1 3 1
MATITH HUY U-1tD

O God you are our Father and you have inexhaustible
treasures, but only those of us get, to whom you give. Every
one has hopes on You and You dwell in all hearts. We are all
shareholders and no one is an outsider. AGGS, M 5, p 97
And the entire humanity is required to take guidance from the
Sabd Guru. During his debate with the Sidhs [6], Guru Nanak
was asked the question who is his Guru. This question and
his answer are recorded in his famous verse on Sidh Ghost:

FREYB AT HZIF 1 ST Fez I fAR T I &7 Il
WA H HQ U- €82

The Sidhs ask Guru Nanak, what is the root that sustains life
and what is this life meant for? Who is your Guru that you
follow as disciple. AGGS, M 1, p 942.

U= »idg AfSA HiS 35 1| AEE Iy AIf3 ufs 55 11
WMAITH HAQ, Y- 83

Guru Nanak replies air sustains this life and this life is an
opportunity to follow the teachings of the True Guru. The
revealed Word, the Sabd, is my Guru and focused attention is
the disciple. AGGS, M 1, p 943.

It is important to note that Guru Nanak has also explained
who the disciple in his answer to the Sidh is. It is attentive
mind who follows the teaching of the Guru. That is reason he
chose the name Sikh (which means the pupil or the student)
for his followers. This concept of Sabd Guru as declared by
Guru Nanak has been further strengthened by Guru Amardas
as follows:

fear gt fea a9 Aae oo
A ABT I AU I381 3T IS I M AT H, H 3, U - €8¢
.There is only One Guru and same thought or philosophy

emanates from the revealed word full of jewels of wisdom.
AGGS, M 3, p 646

Now the logical question that follows is that if the entire
humanity is to follow the same religion then what is that
religion? Is it Sikhism? My answer to this question is both
yes and no. The answer is yes if you look at the theory and
practice of Sikhism during the times of Sikh Gurus and a
few decades after that. Roughly this period will stretch from
1469 (the birth year of Guru Nanak, the first Guru in
Sikhism) to early eighteenth century. The answer is no if
you look at the way Sikhism is preached and practiced today
by majority of the well established but unauthorized
(scripturally) priestly class that has captured the centre stage
in Sikhism. | must add here that this One religion is not the
monopoly of followers of any particular religion of this
world. This will become more lucid and clear as we advance
further in our discussion. Sikhism does explain in detail
what this religion is. How do we get attached to this
religion? What is this religion?

THE ONE RELIGION

Let us go through some of the verses of the AGGS to get an
answer to the questions we have raised above. Guru Nanak
tells us that the first and foremost thing to do to get attached
to this religion is to listen, accept and adopt wisdom of Guru
as a way of our life. Guru Nanak explains it in Jap, the first
verse in the AGGS, which is universally considered to be
the quintessence of the AGGS.

Ho6 Hdl & T8 UF 1| Hd TIH At AssET I
WMAITHAH U -3
If you accept and follow the wisdom of the Guru, you do not

go astray on to different paths, but get attached to religion.
AGGS, M 1,p3.

What should we accept and follow has been made clearer by
Guru Amardas, the third Sikh Guru, in his following verse:

TTHFS Hifan It AT 1| ITHS HifenT WY enig 1|
3% JIHIS HfeT USST AT N 1A 1l 3 I
WMIATHHI3,U- 33

Acceptance and adoption of wisdom of Guru as your way of
life is the essence of everything and it opens the door of
salvation. AGGS, M 3, p 833.

In Jap Guru Nanak describes five stages of the spiritual
development of a person. It is worth noting that religion is
the first stage and is followed by Knowledge, Hard work,
Blessing and Truth. A person becomes religious and gains
knowledge about the reality of life by accepting the wisdom
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of his Guru; works hard and applies this knowledge in every
fields of his life; which entitles him to the blessings of God
and he/she gets the vision of ultimate Truth.

Given below are ten more quotes from the AGGS on this
subject. After going through these quotes it will be easy for
us to capture an idea of the One religion that Guru Nanak
refers to in the quote from page 1188 of the AGGS given in
the earlier part of this write up:

&6 I ASY TY T9H T3 & famrs 1l
IR IfFor afenr AeT ud aafH famrfs 1l
uf3 & A vy B3 T & fAfg @75 |II
WMIATHHQ, Y- 982

Guru is the tree of contentment; religion is its flower that
matures into the fruit of knowledge. This tree is evergreen as
it is irrigated by love of God; the good deeds ripen the fruits.
To eat this fruit is the greatest gift of life. AGGS, M 1, p 147.

mByT 13 33 Afg 879 || a9sag fee Higag 11 3 1
3fA Afg 39H 3G Uggoy 1| ag s&d vie® feg Tan
I8 1To N NIWMIAITH HYU, U- Qe

Remember God, the creator, in your heart; abdicate
recitation of Mantras and rituals of Tantriks. Do not be in
doubt, meditate on God. This is the eternal and everlasting
religion. AGGS, M 5, p 196.
fer 791 & oW U=Y 3H IET Il YT IfT AT At uret |
W8 »idt IfT &1 AUTET 1| Q | ITH UST Hfs a9 S |
9 UIAEt °HE 839 1an IT8 1| =fe fesfa & ufenr mfe |
HG 35 Slar gd e 1| 99 & Aafe Afg fse &fe 12 1
WIAITH H3,U-230
Learn the religion of your time from the true Guru. It helps
you everywhere. Peruse and deliberate on the name of God.
It will cleanse your heart. You can not learn this religion by
indulging in useless discussions. Instead it will harm your

mind and body. Absorb you mind in the name of God,
through the words of the Guru.AGGS, M 3, p 230.

AJY U9H HfT AAE U9y I 9fg & a1 Afy fears aay |
Ao fgr Hig 83 fafanrm 1| Arowfar gaHfs v fafanr i
Y AT H HY, U - EE

The best amongst all religion is to remember God and be
honest in deeds. The best thing we can do is to cleanse our
heart by keeping the company of good people.)

AGGS, M 5, p 266.

feg AJlg A uaH T fAR wiefg AY ot fefg Af3 1

I9H I3 fef Bfx IT aEt Ioufy Asa o= Hf3 |

AZ M3H 91 UsTfanr 3t feg Ifenr fea &f3 uf3 1
feg eftnr feg Hifenr fed Bfon ges AIf3 |1
A6 5'6& &™H ASTd 3 AY A9 391 3f3 1 ag 1

WA TH,HS8, U - 308

This body is the arena of religion and has the light of God
in it. The priceless jewels hidden in it are discovered by a
person who takes advice from the Guru and realizes that
God pervades everywhere. That person now sees, listens to
and accepts the existence of One God everywhere.

AGGS, M 4, p 309.

U9H gfH A3 #ig af9 WAt faer aH=g |
SIS AEMT FT AT N € Il
WMATH HAQ, Y- 89T

If you plant the seeds of truth in the soil of religion and reap
the harvest, only then you make the true profit.
AGGS, M 1, p 418.

aBs a9 fafent ag aFt uay &8s efs a9t |
383 oH I9 A & fAHT 3< AGT B 33T 1 q I
% B 8x & fagur fafa afa At afs U |
MBI UIH I I AH sufs fea fafm e a3= 12 1
WMIAITH HE, U-€32

What education should | take? What deeds should I do to
achieve the goal of my life? To cherish the remembrance of
God in my heart is the answer that is given in the religious
books. AGGS, M 9, p 632.

€53 863 afe Ay 1| fash Fam ASY |
8t Afs Jefo Mis || fagng ITra@ a3 12 11
A 3 83+ feg 9K | IS U9H HfT ARC TaH |l
Ifg faHafe 3gr dfe Gug | ASH ABH T €33 3T 11 3 |
WMIAITH HY Y-ty

Remember God while doing your daily chores of life. All
agonies will vanish from your life. Your mind will become
pure and clear, no one will be an enemy any more. This is
the best deed one can do and this is the best religion.
Remember God all the time and this will cleanse your mind
from the dirt collected for ages. AGGS, M 5, p 895.

IIH Uz AYT Idt U9H €% &% famma i
U3 yIufs < Wt g He mifgHg 11 2 |
WAl dl A, H 9, U - QET

Your deeds are the tree that blossoms into flowers of
religion that matures into fruits of knowledge. It has a
dense cooling shade as it gets us rid of the heat of ego.
AGGS, M 1, p 1168.

fogH® fogH® a9H g7 o6 o3 A gt Az |
U9H % <% Jfd famrs fezrfent goarg am aAfar &8 1 u
e Af3 8 Hfs <fmr AZ goH ferfe feg din |
M3H IH A3 €& J URY A3 996 3B fRg da 1 € 1l
WMIAITHHG, U-93Y
The pure unselfish deeds make the tree sprout into green
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branches. It blossoms into the flowers of religion and gives
fruit of knowledge. AGGS, M 4, p 1325.

From the above quotations we can deduce some of the
attributes of the One religion we are talking about. Religion
has been described as blossom of a tree. This tree is the
advice of True Guru and it is planted in the soil of human
body. Once this tree is nourished carefully, the blossoms
ripen into fruits of knowledge. To nourish this tree, we are
required to believe in One God and remember him all the
time by following the wisdom/advice of the Guru. Further the
fruit of knowledge from this tree is the best possible diet for
our spiritual health. How do we eat this fruit? When we apply
and follow this knowledge in our daily life we eat this fruit.
The above may sound very vague and poetic. But Sikhism
has given this theory a very practical shape in the form of
three cardinal principles of Sikh way of life. These are Nam
Japo (Remember God), Kirat Karo (Work honestly) and
Vand Shako (share your earnings with the needy). This is the
most comprehensive and simple philosophy of life ever
given. The three components of this philosophy go together
and if applied separately are vulnerable for distortion and
misuse. The true way of life is to work honestly while
nourishing love for God in your mind, being socially active
and sharing your earnings with those who are unlucky and
need your help.

A couple of things are worth noting before we advance to the
next step of this discussion. Religion is the sum of actions of
a human being while living in this world. An action that is
done in isolation, far from this world hiding somewhere in
the caves, does not qualify to be a religious act in Sikhism. It
is for this reason that human body has been called a rare gift
and a rare opportunity. Religion of a person is what he or she
does while living as a human being on this earth. It is not any
ritual performed by any one on behalf of us. Human body is
the playground of our actions and only our actions determine
what we achieve in this life. Guru Ramdas makes it clearer in
the following verse:

feg AS19 a9N ot u93t geufy Hig Hfg 33 a=ghr ||
FE ARII &H Yarfmor 313 38 y? 33 mighar 11 2 11
WMAITHHSY, U-t38

Human body is the field where a person who follows advice
of his/Guru works hard to obtain the priceless jewels of
Name of God. AGGS, M 4, p 834.

“Working hard” means to do good deeds while living in this
world. Guru Nanak has explained it in very simple words in
this verse:

fefg eatr A< aHrEMt || 37 €940 8AT utEt |
ST S TTFTIEMN N8 133 I M IAITH, HQ U 26

Do good deeds here in this world and be happy in the court
of God. AGGS, M 1, p 26.

Guru Amardas advises the Yogi to search for truth in city of
his body instead of wandering about in jungles and caves:

fen &t HfT Harfe 93fa Aait 3T a1 uB Ut 1| 3 1I
WMIATAH3,U- ot

Hey Yogi! You will find God if you go to the city of your
body. AGGS, M 3, p 909.

Secondly religion is not the end product; it is only a means
to an end. It is the blossom not the fruit. It is up to God to
bless these flowers to mature into fruits. God is the ultimate
judge of whatever we do. Religion is only the first step of
your journey towards God. There are miles and miles to go
before we earn to enjoy the sleep of eternal bliss. Since God
is the ultimate judge, it ensures that no ritual passes as
religious act or good deed. There is a major difference
between rituals and good deeds. Good deeds are selfless acts
while rituals are acts with motives. Besides, rituals are
performed to force God to grant personal favors. It is for
this reason that it has been stated in AGGS that even if a
person becomes religious for a selfish reason, he/she ends
up as a loser.

UgHt U9y 9fa arerefg Harfa HY @ |
WA d A, Hq, Y- 8EX

The religious person loses everything if he/she performs
religious acts for a motive. AGGS, M 1, p 469.

God is the supreme judge who is fearless, without hatred or
malice towards anyone, and judges all our deeds without
any prejudice or favor. It permeates everywhere and Its
command runs over every nook and corner of this world.
Religion is not just what we do within the four walls of a
church, a mosque, a temple, a Gurdwara or any other
religious place. Wherever and whatever we do in our life on
this earth is part of our religion and we will be judged upon
this. That is reason Guru Nanak called the whole earth a
Dharmsal (a place for learning religion) while describing the
first stage (religion) in the development of a person’s
spiritual life mentioned in the earlier part of this write up[5].

Now the question is do we have to become a Sikh to adopt
this One religion. You don’t have to become a Sikh, a
Christian, a Muslim or any other religion to practice this
One religion. You can practice this religion while being a
member of any or none of these. However once a person
starts practicing this religion he or she becomes a unique
personality. He or she will no longer be an ordinary
Christian, Muslim, Hindu or Sikh. Sikhism has captured this
uniqueness as a philosophy.

CONCLUSIONS
e There is only one God and all of us are Its children and
have equal rights and duties.
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e There is only One Guru in this world and it is the Sabd
or Knowledge

e All of us will be judged in the Court of Justice (God)
according to what we do in our life.

e So the only way to be rewarded in the Court of Justice
(God) is to work honestly, remember God all the time
and share virtues (wisdom/knowledge and wealth) with
those who are unlucky.

e This is the only religion in this world, which has
universally acceptable principles by the humanity of the
Modern Science Age, to be adopted and adhered to.
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THE GRANTHI AND THE GURDWARAS
Suaran Singh, Malaysia, ssbalia@hotmail.com

The Granthi and the Gurdwara are two subjects that are in the
news these days but alas more often than not over one
controversy or another. Sometimes these controversies lead
to violence, court-case or just some hula baloo with the
expression of hope that things will improve in the future.
Nothing of the hoped for improvement is noticed though and
the situation remains unresolved to continue in its spasmodic
ways. It is hoped therefore that this discussion will arouse
some interest in these matters to highlight the deficiencies
and find ways to make improvements.

The Granthi Enigma

It is often heard it said, sometimes with pride, that there are
no priests or a priestly class among the Sikhs. Indeed the
Sikh doctrine exhorts man to get connected with his Creator
through good deeds and by constantly remembering Him.
The way is shown by our eternal universal Guru, the Sri Guru
Granth Sahib. We do not need any other person to act on our
behalf. But, then how did a Granthi in the present times
come to assume a position akin to a Priest in other religions?
This priesthood business has given rise to posts of High
Priests, Head Priest and Jathedars of Takhats who now lord
over the Sangat whom they are supposed to serve. A look-
back at history should help to clear the haze over this
seemingly paradoxical and disturbing situation.

In the contemporary literature prior to about 1715, the word
“Granthi” is hard to come by. Other words which may be of
a comparable nature, like Giani, brahmgiani, saadh, sant,
sewadar, mahant are quite common. In the few instances
where this word is used, it is merely to denote a person in
possession of the Granth Sahib or one who reads the Granth
Sahib. Obviously, the post of “Granthi” as we know it
today is of a later origin.

Mahants

History tells us that from about 1715 to 1765, the Sikhs
passed through a perilous period of terrible persecution
aimed at their total annihilation. Their fight for survival is
one of the most heroic chapters in world history. They lived
literally on the saddles of their horses. In such a situation
their religious places were left unattended, and these with all
the paraphernalia came into the hands of Mahants of the
Udasi, Nirmalas and Sadhu orders. These recluses had only
a superficial connection with Sikhs and remained
unmolested by the Mughal governments. Their beliefs and
culture being mainly based on Hindu Vedas, Shastras etc.
were clearly contrary to Sikh teachings. As a result, all the
Hindu practices like, caste system, idol worship,
meaningless rites and rituals from which our Gurus had
saved us, came back into our society and system to haunt us
to this day - Sikhs began to be portrayed and treated as a
Hindu sect. Not only did the Sikh religion suffer a terrible
setback, the Punjabi language and the Gurmukhi script too
were pushed into the back ground!

Strangely, these Mahants continued misleading the common
people without any sort of intervention even when the Sikhs
became the Rulers of the land. The too liberal rule allowed
the Hindu Dogras and Brahmins to have unrestrained
control of the administration that proved to be a mistake of
colossal magnitude. Venerated by the Dogras, the Mahants
consolidated their position. Waxing fat on the offerings of
the ignorant people and with official patronage they boldly
assumed the position of superiority in religious affairs of the
Sikhs. Being the learned ones among the mostly illiterate
masses, they had a free hand to mutilate, adulterate and
interpolate Sikh history and religious literature with Hindu
beliefs, cultism, mythology, etc. Education was in their
realm too and their students spread the false beliefs all
around, so much so that until today there remain such
schools of thought among the Sikhs with deep rooted un-
Sikh beliefs. Although the renaissance that took place
through the efforts of the Singh Sabha movement managed
to clean up much of the dross from the literature on
Sikhism there still remain enough material to cause
divisions and enmity among the Sikhs. In this age of
advances in knowledge and science, the intellectuals who
rightly believe in the total supremacy of Sri Guru Granth
Sahib in all matters concerning Sikhism are faced with
opposition from those of blind-faith in the false teachings
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and fake writings on Sikh Gurus. They close their eyes to
reason and logic!

Then came the occupation of Punjab in 1849 by the
Machiavellian British. In their wake followed the Christian
missionaries who cheekily proclaimed that Sikhism was
dying and that soon the Sikhs could be seen only in the
museum. Kudos to the Sikhs though whose unflinching faith
in the Khalsa spirit saved them from the brazen onslaught;
and even proliferate strongly in the almost a hundred years of
British rule in Punjab; the dream of the missionaries
remained just that - a dream!

Following in the foot steps of the missionaries another enemy
took shape — an upstart abusive and belligerent Hindu
organization, the fanatical Arya Samaj. This vicious twin
attack served as a shot in the arm which finally awoke the
Sikhs from their long, deep slumber. At long last the brave
and intelligent among them stood up to challenge these
enemies at the door steps.

The Singh Sabha

It fell to the lot of the Singh Sabha of 1879 to fight for the
renaissance and uplift of Sikhism. Very powerful entrenched
forces put up every hurdle they could think of to block their
advance but the valiant fighters fought on undaunted and
achieved a good measure of success. The momentum of the
Singh Sabha movement led to the formation of the Khalsa
Dewan and the Akali agitations to free the Sikh religious
places from the clutches of the corrupt mahants who were
backed by the British government. During this period the
great Sant Attar Singh of Mastuana and his sewadar Sant
Teja Singh, MA, LLB, AM (Harvard), contributed in no
small measure to the spread of Sikhism, building of
educational institutions and Gurdwaras in India as well as in
foreign countries. Teja Singh was perhaps the first Sikh to
take part in an international conference on religions when he
took part in the one held in Berlin, Germany in the early
1900s.

The Proliferation of Granthis

The S.G.P.C. in 1926 took over the management of all the
Gurdwaras which the Akalis had freed from the clutches of
the mahants. This was the beginning of the granthis coming
to prominence as sewadars in the Gurdwaras. The first
Granthis or Sewaks were reputed to be those imbued with the
spirit of selfless service, were pious and honest people.
Their devotion to sewa for the Guru and the Sikh Panth is
remembered to this day with great respect.

In Malaya (now known as Malaysia) to where a large number
of Sikhs migrated at the close of the 19" century and the
early 20" century, the spirit and influence of the Singh
Sabha, the Khalsa Dewan and the Akali agitations were very
much in evident. Wherever the Sikhs went, they took their

Guru Granth Sahib with them. Soon Gurdwaras were built
where the Sikhs themselves took turns to do the prayers.
All of them participated in doing Langar and other sewa.
When more Gurdwaras sprang up, some Sikhs out of love of
service volunteered to look after the Gurdwara. Where a
granthi was appointed, the only benefits he received were
board and lodging and a nominal wage. All the offerings
and donations went straight to the Gurdwara account.

A few cases can be cited as illustration of the spirit of
contentment, honesty and piety of the granthis of those
days:

Baba Sohan Singh Ji, granthi, Gurdwara Malacca, was one
day just about to start eating his meal when the sewadar who
cooked the food informed him that he had to use the ghee
from the Gurdwara stock as Babaji's own stock had run out.
Babaji at once put down the morsel he was holding in his
fingers, gave the sewadar the money to buy ghee there and
then and put back what he had taken from the Gurdwara
stock. Only when this was done did he resume his meal. In
those days, the granthis used to go from house to house for
collection of funds for the Gurdwaras. There were a few of
them who refused any food or drinks while on their rounds.
In case they were forced to take anything by someone, on
return to the Gurdwara they without fail would put the
equivalent cost of what they had taken, into the Guru’s
golak. The Sangat was so faithful that they would not miss a
chance to attend the Darbar and hear the bani attentively.
Kirtan was what some call “jotian de shabad” with dholaki,
(drum), cymbals, chamta and khartals. Sitting on the floor,
they sang in chorus with the whole sangat’s participation.
These holy congregations continued to 1970. Thereafter,
the system gradually began to change. The humble selfless
service gave way to a new breed of people who took to the
post of Granthi for the sole purpose of amassing money.

The Modern Granthi

In the modern world, money is taken to be the principal
factor in life. The cherished values of the past like
contentment, piety and nishkam sewa have taken wings and
flown away to oblivion. Kirtan, Paath and other religious
services have come to be treated like some art performance
or stage show. Granthis and kirtan singers can be termed
mercenary minstrels with only one mission — fleece as much
money as they can from the gullible sangat. Sikhs largely
have lost touch with their personal cardinal spiritual need to
say their own prayers. They have taken to the easy but
ridiculous and improper way of passing on their
responsibility to the granthi as a stand in for them. All you
need to do is to give money to the granthi for prayers or
ardas and the deed is done even if you are not present
personally. It is sad to see such acts of omission and
commission being allowed by the management committees
who seem to be concerned only with filling their coffers;
measuring their success on the strength of their collections.
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Maryada

The SGPC has issued a set of Maryada to be followed by all
Sikhs in the conduct of their religious duties. Although it is
not conclusive yet, it does provide a reliable guidance on
matters of practice and beliefs of Sikhism. It is a document of
vital importance and cannot be ignored. But the granthis
coming from varied schools of thought bring their own
system with them which may not be in conformity with the
Panthic Maryada. There is no standard code which is
followed often leading to confusion, criticism. and quarrels.
The million dollar question now is whether there is any
trustworthy Sikh supreme body in existence with enough
credibility and power to provide the necessary leadership?
When the SGPC was formed way back in 1920s, it
commanded such respect that Sikhs were prepared to lay
down their lives on any cause taken up by the SGPC. At
present it is in tatters and by default has lost its trust and
leadership role. The lay clergymen, the priests (granthis)
with little education and even less common sense further add
to the confusion by giving wrong and misleading
discourses/directions.

Sheep like Actions

One characteristic that has been noticed among Sikhs is one
following another like sheep without considering whether the
act being followed is right or wrong. If one person buys a
flower vase for the Dewan Sahib, others will follow until
there is an over supply of vases. Another bright spark
donates a squat seat for people to sit on; soon the place is full
of such stuff as to make the Dewan look like a dumping
ground. And it goes on and on.

If one granthi adds one slok from Gurbani while doing Ardas
others follow with more and more quotations. In this manner,
it has become customary nowadays to end the paath, Kirtan,
or other service with the words: “Jini Nam dhiaya gai maskat
ghal...” This was not the case until the change caught on
over the last two or so decades ago. One person puts a new
tag: Sach Khand where previously it was simply Sukh Asan,
and lo now you find Sach Khand everywhere. | am
mentioning this only to make the sangat aware of the need to
think carefully before acting on anything new.

The Gurdwaras

We have been able to make Gurdwaras big and beautiful but
we need to have a system to choose the Jathedars and
Sewadars who can live in accordance with the Sikh Code of
Conduct. The election system now being followed is the
main cause for much of the troubles of the community,
because this system favours the egoistic, power-crazy, good
for nothing parasites. It is more of a curse than a blessing.
We have to find some other way. Look towards Gurbani and
Guru advice to seek out a way and do it the Sikh way. There
have been some discussions on this matter, for example the

following articles that have appeared in the journal The Sikh
Review offer some alternatives:-

(a) “Panch Parvan Panch Pardhan — Consensus as a Moral
Imperative” by Joginder Singh Sethi — March, 2004 issue.
(b) “Gurmat Study Circle — Essential Supplement to
Gurdwara” by Harinder Kaur — December, 1999 issue.

(c) “Election & Selection — A Plea” by Dr. Harsimran Singh
- Dec. 1999

There should be no difficulty in arriving at a suitable system
following the Sikh way - Seek and ye shall find. Our
leading parties should get together and put a viable plan
forward to the SGPC for implementation. The government
laws in relation to the Gurdwaras were made when we were
a subjugated people. We should be able to manage our own
religious affairs without government enactment. It is up to
the community to decide how to extricate our religious
institutions from such a situation.

Missionary Colleges

Proper persons to fill the vacant posts of granthi are hard to
come by yet more and more Gurdwaras are being built,
sometimes two or three in the same vicinity. No thought is
given to build a few colleges to produce well qualified
missionaries and we continue to make do with whatever is
available. The result is there for everyone to see. If such a
college is set up, the graduates after passing can either
become granthis or missionaries to suit the needs. Huge
sums of money are being spent in building massive
structures. With a little thought and planning colleges for
missionaries can be established. We badly need properly
run institutions of this nature which can be of great benefit
to Sikhs and Sikhism in this modern world of knowledge
and science. Such colleges had been started in the 19"
century but the curriculum left much to be desired. In
setting up of the college(s), it is necessary to consider the
following:

(1) The rules of the college must have safeguards against
unscrupulous people creeping into the organization whether
on the directorship side or teaching staff.

(2) The education must be based on pure Sikh teachings.
Hindu mythology and other false beliefs which have got
mixed up by misinterpretation should be exposed for what
they are; lies and fictitious stories that are alien to the Sikh
religion.

(3) Renowned intellectuals with proven honesty and
knowledge, such as Sardar Gurbakhsh Singh. Kala Afghana,
Sardar Joginder Singh, Editor, The Spokesman, Sardar
Hardev Singh Shergill and their group can be of great
assistance to help run these colleges efficiently. The
management has to be carefully selected.

The Library
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The younger generation of Sikhs who are proficient
particularly in English need a place like a proper library
where one can get advice and reading matter on Sikh history,
literature and religion. Many Gurdwaras claim to have a
library but it usually is no more than a stack of books without
guidance, system or a quiet place to sit and read. We require
proper libraries run by people with the requisite knowledge
and qualifications. In the modern times every Gurdwara of
consequence should strive to have a place for a properly run
library to attract the youth towards their roots. This is the
immediate need to save the younger generation of Sikhs from
going astray through ignorance. The sooner this service can
be implemented the better for the community.

Akharas

The Sikhs at one time were renowned for their physique and
strength. They were recognized the world over as excellent
sportsmen. Every village in Punjab once had their own
champion athletes - but not any more. If there is enough area
available in a Gurdwara property, attention may be given to
providing a place where the younger generation can take part
in healthy pursuits and this can also help in drawing them
towards the Gurdwara.

Indian Independence

India got independence on the shoulders of Sikh sacrifices
but what did the Sikhs get for their loyalty and effort?
Persecution, imprisonment, suppression and indignity! Their
old enemies, the Brahminic Arya Samaj and their coteries,
took control and being the behind the scene power players in
the ruling party, renewed their dirty criminal ways to force
the Sikhs into their fold as a sect of Hindus. The never to be
trusted Brahmin is of a cruel, cunning and a scheming lot of
which we have many examples in history. Yet, the Sikhs
have always fallen into their trap again and again. Will the
Sikhs ever learn the lessons of history?

There is nothing common between the Hindu and the Sikh
as far as religion is concerned except that Sikhism
originated in India. Sikhism represents pure Truth while
Hinduism is full of falsehood and make-believe; one
preaches universal equality and freedom; the other is
sectarian with slavish divisions, riddled with superstitions.
Sikhs pray only to the One Supreme Lord of the Universe
while the Hindu has the plethora of gods/goddesses and
demi-gods. Idol worship is forbidden in the Sikh religion.
The Hindus make arduous journeys just to prostate and pray
to the male sex organ made of stone. There are so many
differences between them that there is no ground for the two
to become one and yet the Brahmins continue to tell lies —
claiming Sikhs as a Hindu sect. It is only the Sikh religion
that can provide the correct spiritual guidance for the people
of India and rid them of the slavish manipulation by the
Brahmin.

The Sikhs too have been led astray by the ill-educated lay-
clergy and have yet to find their bearings. It is time we got
rid of this habit and turn to the really intelligent, honest
Sikhs for leadership. As things stand in independent India,
the Sikhs now are no better than the difficult times they
faced after the loss of their kingdom in the mid 19" century.

Singh Sabha International

The Singh Sabha International has taken up from where the
Singh Sabha of old left off. Once again the spirit of the
movement has to be revived, presently by the Singh Sabha
International based in the United States. It is slowly
spreading its wings in various countries around the world.
There are now more highly educated Sikhs than before and
there is quite a clamour for change. What is needed if the
Sikhs want to realize their real potential as a Universal faith,
is to shun their ego and craze for power, petty jealousies;
and help in whatever way they can, to take the movement to
the pinnacles of success for the sake of our great Gurus.

On their part, the SSI should refrain from condemning other
Sikhs in a way that may only help to alienate them further.
We must try to build bridges through reason and logic. For
example, let us take the western Sikhs. They may have
certain practices that do not agree with the pure Sikh
doctrine but it is not their fault. They are a very honest and
highly educated people. We should treat them as our Sikh
brothers and sisters. 1 am sure they can reason out things
better than the so-called Punjabi Sikhs. There is only one
kind of Sikh whose living Guru is the Sri Guru Granth
Sahib. If one believes in divisions, high/low, and different
kinds of Sikhs, then | am afraid that person, to put it in
simple words, is not a Sikh. We should concentrate on
bringing all Sikhs of the world into one single community
who live to the dictates of our one and only living Guru, Sri
Guru Granth Sahib Ji. So, we have to tread with caution lest
we throw the baby out with the bath water.

There are now signs that things are beginning to change for
the better. The old vested interests and the lay clergy who
have for far too long ruled the roost are at last facing stiff
apposition from a growing body of enlightened Sikhs. We
need people to spread our message all round to increase the
pressure on them. Now is the time to show our love for the
Great Gurus by coming together; give our full support,
moral and monetary, so that all of us can be proud to live as
Sikhs of the Guru as he intended us to be.

*kkkk

GYANI OR AGYANI?

Parm Satkaar-yoge Khalsa Ji, Vaheguru Ki Ka Khalsa, Vaheguru Ji Ki Fate.
fez Af399 & gon A Iafdt uAY Y aafent &3, f37
9y fefg &3 & nre | [390-Haw 8, @9 T8t 9-33]

It is our biggest misfortune to have such so-called priests
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who had shamelessly passed a resolution against the
women’seva and handed it to the Mukh sevadaar of Sri Akaal
Takht Sahib, Amritsar, Singh Sahib, [Gyani] Joginder Singh
Vedhanti. They proudly use the prefix ‘Gyani’ but they fail to
live up to it. Apparently, they do not even understand the
meaning of ‘Gyani’ or ‘Gyan’ [fam™&] in the real sense.

In my honest opinion the prefix ‘Gyani” before their names
[fomrdt=formrsT, Ao @&, wfeH - wy S99 R
famrat 3fe (@8 H:90) } does not suit such characters in
the least. The more befitting prefix for such Manmukhs
[HaHY] is ‘Agyani’ [pfdmmst=HaY, &6, SHHSMEYS]
By their words and deeds, they have proved their total
ignorance and ‘Agyanta’ [»fdmrEST=HIEST, FETSl,
IAHST] to the entire Sikh world. They are the perfect
Kesadhari Hindus, or better still the ‘Asikhs’ [oiffu=5 fiy
&9, AR & 39 a8 T UIH &I ugE 3T, fefownr-
dts, nicuz, 873, »AsHA, J=T9] who have nothing better
to do than to cause maximum damage to the True Sikhism.
These five so-called priests are doing an excellent job for the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, Rashtriya Sikh Sangat and
various other Panth Virodhi organisations whose main
agenda is to shake the foundations of Sikhism and wipe out
the Sikhs [if possible] completely from the face of India.

F fry Ao gou 3 3T, A 39 & 3@ fefo mie
nuE I g8 3o, fegfz gt w180 HeHy
Sfow8er I
They are the typical type of Manmukhs, the real enemies of
the Sikh Panth. The Akaal Takht and the SGPC should not
waste any time in condemning them along with their
retrogressive resolution, excommunicate them and send them
back to where they belong.

Our Gursikh Bibia[n] with the True Sikhi spirit must come
forward and actively take-up the seva they fully deserve.
However, they must organise themselves and serve the Sikh

Panth. Bhul chuk muaaf Karni.
Panth da ik nimaana sevadaar, Swaran Singh Panesar, UK

*kkk*k

FUTURE OF SIKHI

As you are well aware that on Sunday, 16" July 2006 at
11:00 to 03:00 P.M. Singh Sabha International (U.K.)
arranged to hold a seminar and the subject was ‘Future of
Sikhi’. It was to be held at Scout Group Hall, 95 High Street,
Feltham, Middlesex. S.Gurtej Singh ex I.A.S. and Prof.Inder
Singh Ghaga were main speakers. Dr. Hardial Singh
M.Sc.lecturer in Derby College also joined them.

First of all S. Gurtej Singh spoke about 45 minutes and then
questions were taken from audience. Then Dr. Hardial Singh
was asked to come on the stage and address the audience.
While he was speaking about 25 Singhs wearing kesari
dastars and cholas were noticed coming towards the hall. Our

prominent members locked the main gate and doors of the
hall. They started arguing on the main road. Their main
target was Prof. Inder Singh Ghaga because according to
them he wrote so much against Sikhi and Sikh traditions. At
the same time S. Jasvir Singh, religious presenter on Panjab
Radio arrived there and he was about to enter when one of
the mob said let us sort out Jasvir Singh first he is also
saying that Guru Gobind Singh had only one wife. They
started punching and kicking him and he received multiple
injuries on head, lips, nose and fractured his leg. | must add
that S. Jasvir Singh is about 50 years old and heart patient.
He has some other medical problems too. He is a fearless
Sikh missionary, social worker, voluntry Punjabi teacher,
radio presentre. One of our founder members and Sikh
missionary went to rescue JS and he too was beaten up
badly. Police arrived immediately at the spot and attackers
tried to escape but 13 ‘brave’ Sikhs were arrestsed.

Both injured persons were taken to the hospital by
ambulance. One was released after six hours but JS is still
there. Prof. Inder Singh Ghaga spoke at the end for 45
minutes and his speech was very much appreciated. Our
programme was not interupted at all and audience was
listening to the speakers with interest and participating by
questioning them. People also took Gurmat literature with
them. Some books were sold on nominal price and some
were distributed free. Food was also provided after first
session.

Every thing was going very smoothly but these thugs are big
obstacle in spreading Gurmat Vichardhara. But ultimately

truth will prevail. We will keep you update. Thanks
Sewa Singh
[Who deserves your support; Singh Sabha International or Damdami
Taksal? ED.]
*kkkk

THE ATTACK ON JASVIR SINGH

the man in blue, harjindersinghkhalsa@yahoo.co.uk

News item from e-groups: ‘Jasvir Singh, the well known
Panjab Radio presenter, was attacked by around 25 Sikhs in
orange turbans, along with some young teenagers. His
turban was knocked off, and he was kicked, punched and hit
with karé. In the process his leg was broken and he is now
recovering in Middlesex hospital.” There is no excuse for
this kind of attack, and from what | heard the 'heros'
involved take exception to the fact that people want to
follow the Rehat Maryada and the teachings of Guru Granth
Sahib instead of the 'teachings' and the 'rehat' of deré and
jathabandi. We really have to develop to a state where it is
possible not to be a follower of the Damdami Taksal, the
AKJ or the Sant Samdj version of Sikhi without being
attacked by thugs who 'lovingly’ want to impose their
‘rehat’.

I think that the AKJ, the Damdami Taksal, the Sant Sam4j
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and the Jathedars have got it wrong. | believe in Guru Gobind
Singh's concept of Guru Granth & Guru Panth. But this has
never stopped me from working together with people who
disagree with me on those points. The problem is not that
there are different organisations and different points of view.
We can have passionate debates, but we should not use
violence as an argument. Beating up an old man is light-years
away from being a sant-sipahi and more like being a ‘sikh’
version of the Taliban. | am convinced that we should all
follow the Guru Granth, Guru Panth model, but | do not think
that | serve Guru or can get people to agree with me by
beating them up. Sikhs face many challenges and we should
be willing to sit together and discuss these without name-
calling, pag-pulling or leg-breaking.

| am part of a group of Sikhs who work together in a peaceful
manner with respect for differences of opinion for the benefit
of the Sikh panth. Because we not only campaign on UK
issues but also on human rights abuses in the sub-continent
and on Khalistan we are considered to be terrorist by the
High Commission and its friends in UK government circles.

It is of course perfectly legitimate to campaign for Scottish or
Welsh independence, and equally campaigning for Khalistan
in the UK or in Panjab has nothing to do with being a
terrorist.

But all this is lost on the heroes that terrorised Jasvir Singh.
They are like the Hindutva gangs terrorising non-Hindus and
by their behaviour give all amritdhari Sikhs a bad name, even
within our own community.

*
PRESS RELEASE For Immediate Release 17th July 2006
Panjab Radio Presenter Attacked
At 12.38pm, on the 16th of July, Panjab Radio’s Gurbani
Presenter Jasvir Singh was brutally attacked in Feltham,
whilst on his way to a conference. The assault took place in
broad daylight and was carried out by a group of 25 men of a
Sikh background, aged between 15 and 55. Jasvir Singh
suffered a broken nose, cracked ribs, a broken leg and
bruising all over his body due to being dragged across the
floor. The police arrested 13 of the 25 men at the scene itself,
they have now been released to answer bail at a later date.

Surjit Singh Ghuman, Managing Director of Panjab Radio
said, “Panjab Radio is a broadcasting House. We do not
favour any one particular group of people. We entertain
freedom of speech from all individuals, be they Hindu, Sikh,
Muslim or any other individual group.” Panjab Radio is
world’s first satellite Radio Channel in the Panjabi language,
and has been broadcasting for 6 years, 24 hours a day. The
station can be found on Digital Astra Satellite channel 0130
in the UK.

*kkkk

SIKH PROFILES
THE MAN WHO REFUSED TO KEEP QUIET

Makhan Singh, Father of Trade Union Movement in Kenya
Story by MWANGI GITHAHU
Publication Date: 3/24/2006

When people speak of
Kenyan freedom
struggle, they are most
likely to mention the
Mau Mau and the
Kapenguria Six -
Jomo Kenyatta,
Achieng' Oneko, Paul
Ngei, Fred Kubai,
Bildad Kaggia and

Kungu Karumba.
They will no doubt
mention Jaramogi

Oginga Odinga, Tom
Mboya and even
Daniel arap Moi. Few, if any, will recall the massive
contribution to the independence struggle made by the trade
union movement and one pioneer trade unionist in
particular, Makhan Singh. Fewer still will be able to tell you
that when the Kapenguria Six started serving their seven-
year term in detention, they found Makhan Singh already in
jail. And when they were freed in August 1961, Makhan
was still in the inhospitable area of Dol Dol under restriction
for almost another year.

When people talk about the Indian or South Asian
contribution to Kenya, they are most likely to speak of the
building of the Uganda Railway and commercial life. When
they speak of commercial life, many Kenyans will then get
on a tirade about how "Asians control the economy and are
corrupt” and then drop the names of certain young
businessmen to illustrate their point. Few, if any, modern
Kenyans will recall members of the South Asian community
such as Makhan Singh, Isher Dass, Pranlal Sheth, Ambu
Patel, Manilal Desai, AR Kapila, FRS DeSouza, Pio Gama
Pinto, Chunilal B Madan and others who made huge
sacrifices and personal contributions to the struggle for
independence.

With the launch of her biography of Makhan Singh a week
ago, Zarina Patel — writer, artist, human rights activist and
one of the foremost experts on Kenyan South Asian history
— took a significant step towards righting this wrong that has
for too long been visited on Kenya's South Asian
community. In the foreword, Steve Ouma and Makau Mutua
of the Kenya Human Rights Commission describe Makhan
Singh and his mission and vision quite eloquently: "Makhan
Singh is among a select pantheon of Indian settlers who not
only made Africa home but also became leading anti-
colonial freedom fighters." But what distinguished Makhan
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Singh from many legendary leaders — including even the
great Mahatma Gandhi — was that he went out of his way to
bring together all the races in his politics. He refused to
accept a trade union movement segregated by race and
poisoned by the colonial apartheid that classified black
Africans and Asians in a humiliating hierarchy. He
demonstrated, for the first time in colonised Kenya, that
Asians and black Africans were bound by the same fate and
that their liberation was inextricably linked.

This is a challenge to all communities that make up Kenya,
not just Kenyan South Asians, to come together and see what
unites them rather than what separates them and work
together for a truly proper multi-racial and multi-cultural
future. Unquiet: The Life and Times of Makhan Singh is
the story of one of Kenya's great unsung heroes who was
about to fade from the national collective memory despite
having been instrumental in the setting up of the Kenyan
trade union movement. Indeed, Makhan Singh was already a
forgotten man by the time he died of a heart attack in 1973
aged only 59. Says Patel: "Friends, relatives and workers and
a handful of trade unionists attended the funeral; there was no
official government recognition of the passing of this great
Kenyan patriot."

This quiet, unassuming man had a will of steel and a mission
to fight for social justice for all Kenyans irrespective of
colour, tribe, race, creed or religion. Patel adds: "Makhan
Singh crossed the race barriers and brought together African
and Asian workers on a common platform. This was British
colonialism's worst nightmare — the fusion of Indian political
experience and the African mass struggle. So they detained
him, first in India, then in Kenya's Northern Frontier District,
for a total of almost 15 years. They offered to release him on
condition he left Kenya forever but Makhan Singh would not
hear of it. Once, when his lawyers appealed for his release
and, in order to elicit a favourable response, in their petition
termed him as 'this misguided man', Makhan Singh objected
strongly and retorted that it was not him, but the colonialists,
who were misguided. His advocate, CB Madan, later Chief
Justice of Kenya, said in his eulogy that it was kind of him
not to call his lawyer misguided."

Makhan Singh had no problem being called a Communist, or
a Marxist, or a Leftist, or a Kenyan. He fought for
independence, suffered in the struggle and sacrificed all he
had, including his family life and comforts, to see Kenya free
from colonialism. At the end of it all, not only was he not
properly recognised by his erstwhile comrades-in-arms, he
was also to be sorely disappointed when many of these
people came to power and forgot what the struggle had been
all about. As Patel said at the book launch: "Makhan Singh
would not dance, he would only march, and soon he was out
of step with the post-independence leaders. He was not alone.
Pio Gama Pinto was assassinated, Jaramogi Oginga Odinga

was detained, Pranlal Sheth was deported and many other
great stalwarts, including Bildad Kaggia, were sidelined.
The calls for land reform, fairer distribution of wealth and
democracy for the majority did not sit well with the neo-
colonial regime which had grabbed ‘independence’.”

Makhan Singh may have faded from the national
consciousness into near oblivion after Independence, but he

did not completely go away.

He joined the Historical Association of Kenya and, with the
help of old comrades such as Fred Kubai, Bildad Kaggia,
Dennis Akumu, Bethwell Ogot and others, he wrote a
detailed history of Kenya's trade union movement up to
1956. Never once did he express any bitterness or even
criticism, despite the fact that the Kenyatta regime not only
sidelined him, it harassed him. Promises were made, only to
be reneged upon: Voice of Kenya requested him to write a
script of Jomo Kenyatta's life for a series of 15 broadcasts.
From 25 March 1966 to 17 April 1967, Makhan Singh made
62 phone calls and 31 visits only to be finally told that his
scripts had been lost. "His son Hindpal tells me that he
urged his father not to pursue the matter — the fact that
Makhan Singh not only persisted but noted the date and
time of every call and visit is evidence, | think, of his
determination to have Kenya's neocolonialists exposed
someday," says Patel.

Zarina Patel borrowed the words of another writer when she
said at the launch: "Makhan Singh could have amassed a
fortune, instead he chose to ride buses. Whether it was the
colonialists, his family or the comprador leaders of the day,
they could not prevail upon him. He could not have been an
easy person to live with and yet he inspired, and continues
to inspire, thousands if not millions of ‘the wretched of the
earth'."

This is not a book review, but I will say that if you want to
know just a little bit more about why Kenya was, however
briefly, the original Rainbow nation before the South
Africans came along with their great public relations coup in
the wonderfully glorious Nelson Mandela, reading this book
could set you on your way. At the book launch, attended by
Makhan's son Hindpal Singh Jabbal, a former Kenya Power
and Lighting Company employee, and his family as well as
friends, associates and admirers of the great man, there was
a 24-minute documentary film that gave a further insight
into Makhan Singh's life and how he was seen by others.

Zarina Patel spent over five years researching material for
the book. Digging into the past became such a consuming
passion that she would end up going to bed in the wee
hours, and the business of understanding Makhan Singh
literally took over her life. Now, looking back into the work
that is captured in the 563-page book, she says wryly that
she probably knows more about Makhan Singh than anyone
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else.

Yet she had tremendous difficulties getting leads into the
man's life and work. "Everyone | spoke to would say 'Great
man! What a sacrifice!" and that would be the end of the
matter. His two books had every detail about the trade union
movement but nothing at all about himself. Even the family
had very scant insight into his daily life and thoughts. |
almost gave up the project. "And then in the library of the
University of Nairobi | came across the name of George
Gona (now Dr with a PhD). He is a lecturer based in the
History Department and specialises in the labour movement.
As a last resort, I met with him. Dr Gona led me to the
Makhan Singh papers stored in 25 boxes in the University
Archives. I had found a gold mine!”

The collection offers fresh insights into Makhan Singh the
man. Every item is chronologically filed. He noted not just
the date he received a letter but even the time of the day. He
labouriously hand copied the minutes, correspondence, press
briefings, and reports of Cotu from its inception in 1965 to
the early 1970s. It was just as well: In 1987, a zealous office
manager in Cotu decided to make more space by lighting a
bonfire of all the paperwork. Today, the only record of Cotu's
early history exists in the Makhan Singh papers. Patel adds:
"Makhan Singh was truly a most remarkable man — he ranks
among Africa's great leaders. Born in the revolutionary
Punjab of the Indian sub-continent, he imbibed the anger
against British injustice and learnt the scientific bases of
exploitation and racial oppression."

He was a man totally given to the cause of the worker in
Kenya. Aged 14 when he came from India to Kenya to join
his father, Makhan attended the present-day Jamhuri High
School. A brilliant student, he graduated in 1933, but the
family could not afford to continue his education. So he
joined his father's Khalsa Printing Press in Nairobi. It was
here and from the African workers that Makhan Singh learnt
the effects of colonialism on the Kenyan people. Meanwhile,
Indian workers were then organising labour protests, but it
was on and off — until in 1936. When he was barely 23, they
appointed Makhan Singh the secretary of the Indian Labour
Trade Union. Makhan took it on knowing full well that it was
a purely voluntary job. Patel puts it this way: "Makhan Singh
never looked back, and never earned a cent, leave alone
shillings and pounds. He dedicated his life to establishing
trade unionism in Kenya and linked the movement to the
struggle for freedom. His entire living, being and thinking
were focused on these goals and no-one, but no-one, could
deflect him from his chosen path."

The dedication of his life to the struggle cannot have been
easy on Makhan Singh's family. Most families will tell you
that it is bad enough when one parent spends too much time
at work. When the work is a liberation struggle and includes
the dangers of being detained without trial, being jailed on

trumped-up charges, being tortured or being killed, the
strain can be unbearable. Zarina Patel gave a glimpse of the
effect this sort of life can have on a family when she spoke
of interviewing Makhan Singh's widow Satwant Kaur in
1985.

"She complained that he had done so much for the country
but was now completely forgotten. As we talked, there was
a knock on the door. She went out and attended to the
visitor. When | asked later who the person was, she said to
me: 'Oh just a worker. They come all the time and bring me
gifts of chicken, eggs and fruit.' Yes, the leaders had tried to
obliterate his memory but the masses of Kenya kept the
candle burning.”

Perhaps the book, and all the activities surrounding Makhan
Singh — there was the first annual Makhan Singh Memorial
Lecture on Monday this week — will keep his memory alive
with a new generation of Kenyans interested in social
justice, human rights and all the great things Makhan Singh
cared about. Unquiet: The Life and Times of Makhan Singh
is published by Awaaz in collaboration with the Kenya
Human Rights Commission. It is available at Sh1,200 at
Simple Books at ABC shopping centre on Nairobi's Waiyaki
Way and also at the KHRC offices, which can be reached at
3874998/9 or 3876065/6

[Contributed by Sukhi Sembhi, International Parts Supplies, Tel
916-607-2644, www.shoppingfromusa.com; ssembhi@gmail.com]

*kkk*k

SIKH HISTORIAL ARTIFACTS
IN BRITISH MUSEUMS.
Hardev Singh Ji's forwarded message below (See SB March-
April 2006 p.31) refers to returning Sikh historical artefacts in
UK collections to India. My contribution based on earlier
briefings and discussions in the Sikh media e.g. the Panjab
Times (UK), follows: (When asked recently, | conveyed this

view to the Indian Express — reported on 17 April).
Gurmukh Singh (UK)

Should historical Sikh artefacts in public and private
collections in UK be returned to India; or, should they be
identified, catalogued, preserved with expert advice, and
displayed at exhibitions to promote better understanding of
Sikh heritage and identity? One example is the “Arts of the
Sikh Kingdoms” mobile exhibition. The suggestion is that
these artefacts should be held in trust for the world Sikh
community. Earlier discussions in UK show that a large
number of UK Sikhs would be in favour of the latter course
to safeguard Sikh heritage.

The background is the destruction of Sikh heritage buildings
and artefacts in the 1984 “Blue Star” military operation, and
ongoing neglect and damage by the ignorant “kaar sewa
waalay babas”. Ancient buildings of great historical
significance to the Sikhs are neglected e.g. the Ramgarhia
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Bunga in Darbar Sahib Complex, and recently there are
reports of damage through neglect to Baba Atal building.
Some historical buildings are just bull-dozed to the ground by
SGPC contractors without any consultation or experts’
advice. A vast number of precious documents and other items
have been destroyed. Many irreplaceable Sikh historical
documents and items have just disappeared — sold abroad or
destroyed.

Following a pre-election briefing by some Sikh organizations
and prominent Sikhs, John McDonnell MP and Chairman of
the Panjabis in Britain All Party Parliamentary Group, raised
the question of Sikh artefacts in the House of Commons on
16 July 2001. This was during the adjournment debate on the
Punjabi community in Britain and coincided with a seminar
at the Victoria & Albert Museum on “Preserving the Sikh
Heritage.” He said, “The Sikh material heritage ranges from
simple pieces produced in homage to Sikh Gurus to precious
art works and gems in museums and royal collections.....we
need to examine how co-operation between Governments and
community organizations can best assist in preserving and
holding in trust these priceless objects for the worldwide Sikh
community.” This statement in the House suggested the
safest way forward. The position of the UK Sikhs is unlikely

to have changed since that statement.

Gurmukh Singh (UK)
*kkkk
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I I5I( &t I Y FHE J97) 8F w9 7 iy Ag ERaT, 3%
8 T 33 5t niream 31 T 596 AeX Aed & SR w9z I
TAfe3T1 4| 3T I 3 BAWI3 & Uaz I & m8T & gaH
f@3T1151 A= & w3 § g3t 3 UHIt AN 91 WidT fanr o9
3T 161 I & WIS & ufenm, 3 A9 gA3 X8 g9 967 39
mhﬁwﬁm?%%ﬂzﬁmamw &It 3°
@Wwwﬁmmmm@wmwum@n
T I & d5 & foadl | I & 39 wigr ur &S 191 AR
S THIGH F9 WIS € 1 IA9 <o ferdt 8¢ ot 121
gaar
fevr agg »ig 3w on 5gfs & afgag Il
A AIR 2o 3R Tt fenrdt orfr | 121
(3RS B9z AHU| A3 H3H A)
feg T €o ydt quet fam feg 99 et 8 A3
Y9k g9 difge i it & ufesT a1 &% #3s & 337 use
9T I8 gT A U gvr I & 7 feg 99 ashet arg
it g5 3 gdlt At ot fam & I? o I T & 40 TAT
ST Age 3T 9Rar? fios fiwt & v & 99 3 39
STRT IB II M & AT &9 3T A BT 40 TAg S B o
U IJ JTI1? o A<HIT 75 & sl It fagr T2 fprar i
yeH & & fer & gig # €t I3 St feftmr 91 H 37 feT fse
& f3org &t ot 3 fer &% AfoH= 97 o Aot ygea &
HfenT €16 J3a It e Ud'é 3IYT q96 i3 Hles AeHT
JI6 I Jt AHI Ifacainit? 77 vy USs mi3 ANSE © 036
& Fgsd™? ot 3T groeH ft & gue 9 e fAfthr a3t
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a3t 7 At ?
T &t AT IfE UT B O IT U 116-8-3
Ty UgTEnft Fattort Het I ot & 1129-11-1
AT A3 UH midt YH'sd 398 Hoe I 3F miust €rd 9F ‘9
Je edse &t Agas fak?
[Eveetss 3 feg fiw ERe Aadhe & A= & fsos a9 amnil Fured |

iy gt dm fiprfont 3 T9g9 Aoy At
gfariefs Afog feg o9 € A= &9 AH® de
Tt g9789 Jae9
we3g fAw fHRsS (Uqo-832-Ut2) )

gttt & Ht aferes mrfog <8 936 &96, Aeret nife
3 39 d8 Afog #F & A<t & usdt € AR J96 »i3
Uat fumifanrt & Aer @9 BH® JT g9 gt #1aig o9 (
YU FHET JGemTTT YSUR oaHet nifH3Ag) ¥ 593 A9
NEat 3 7 ACS fonrm iz Aer &g FH® JdE < nifamrr
et 8r = 9 v yus fiEs »ie gAE € 3. nR3T
mé@éaﬂﬁ%q.%wz%u?wﬁwﬁu
(AITTHE) ITH3 YyA9 HY niHdter © 4 Wuz fiw,

gaH fHw, 7. de% Hu, Hdaﬂwfﬂwm(ﬂaw—c')gﬂ
a@e‘mfﬂwwﬁﬁr FF weelt 7t HAET ¥ 37, a9 Y
%%mﬁ?aﬁ(m@w)mmmﬂzﬁm
(Fada-niHdtar) T 37, g3 W 99F® 3 37, J9He
fRw, fiwr AgT fE€28r® © 7 gde< fAw Rafas 3 J9 At
(nidtar), Afgs AT a8 cgst T §. udfies fRw
YT, iy firsdt aea faon Stes © 7. gsa9 fRw,
grgT T TRy 2aAs ugles © fRfanrast gr. guee fiw
(GBSIBT) AHET mia&t v 83T windiar © H. AgSH3
fRw AEEt 3 . afdeaus Ry Je% (SIsx-nHdtar) 37
Turte R I3 JEt 96 (5= J9Hf3 fiHedt Iod
Juz T o839 fUitus 7. Ardtg fAw w3 7. g9s7s fAw
ﬁm‘&ﬂw@n feawﬁqwﬁmﬁ AT Aot 2aH ¥
mmm(ﬁmwﬁw)wwww
FRET (U © 3. J9fdeg fRw sgwww, dg yfio
feees 3. yifEus fAw (AgHT-nHdtar) AHE SHST ©
Agar HEd 3 Uga feves 7. f398gs filw susyg
(Aeda-nindlam) g ©d<t H. o9n fAw femssemr
(odtar) w3 39 Ug I3 AEdet @@ I9YT AR
9T IT AHT Harst § I9 a6 it ¥ fer gons-“R fag
¥er ndhat fifs 7R Iwe” 3 iy 9fgs vowmer wigAg
Jat fimifant & e &g fwshe & ATHS T Aaeit I8
w3 JOHf3 ( fAy u9n ) € AUz “8x fusT BaH IH
gfdx” ( €99 ) I AST AF @ Uzt ¥ I i3 wiAt A
R Y3t T g9 g9t IF »iz feRgt 3 Haw % uFF
33t 3 Uer IT T fem A § Hs I 9 Afogs 3 fity
aﬁzmwmmaﬂ@’ﬁ%mmm
gdter I fx ferm voft s9wesT g= femsdt § How ©
9799 €7 IX Je® 3 o< UBHT Ug & Jf fé3T I 99 fan

I
%ﬁ%&mﬁ'mﬁ@w%a@’%ﬂfgﬁwma
fo Adntt 3 33 77 It nigz I B I & ww
goHsfeaH 3 fersHfean © v9m T yge A w3
Hl T AHT T 9o guseit Sde €8 e &dt Ao
(8% vifyz T geT 309 d96 IF W3 HIZ USTH UT I

gt §9s o9 A, dtdt 9 9 A, Hatger fAet 9 At
mwaaﬁweé%é%aﬂzmgm?w
g’ I9 g ure fRwsh uan adt Ife ug fumrg Jg
3 oyt Tfanlr 3 ofF @ AN S g9 faes &9 JaeAT
IIIMAT nid Stand g € AT a9 et 3 niddt &g
Jdott I& w3 fHEedT & 3 ¥ J9 U" Tt AT
et 3% wifyz A9 3 oi93s & & ReT &9
IIAT I& 3 wide AST gATTESHT it Wt <t 9 AR
AHE IHet wifiEHe, fissesT sa3 yIs fiw 3 AuHat
Ffog gATEST nifex| g €7 299 gser J wig Adit
3 B3, uEt 3 E9adt JEt wi9s § HeH F9EesT '
I € X TMIA »id® Yygd Enff gret yus g9er
JIfen AR 3 fex Adt sfer 5T ¥ feue # diEt
St93s Y Aaet I6 3 89 a9 3 Aaet I8 mis
ify3 2 Faet I8 3 g7 & Faet I5 faBfa €9
€ oA g €t HE9 96 3 39 ff & U8 & Uds
&z T8 fersdt 3 HoT T8 § HBH HET 5% HaUS
3T I M3 i93 § WEHT &0t fagr AA weAT afo
FIEgsT &St J1Ag & fBar-3w 3 uv €5 3 usfim,
AR 3 »9fex g9mg9sT & fagg & ufost ot fest
I I § ARII9 JIT Iter I & fx 3IT9 AU 0w
AuJeet (7 didft 3° Hat gndt 9@ 3t AT &dt ud
dat fumrfantt fSe AHe dtdt @5t & 289 &9 A< 3t G5t
@mwwa)ﬁfﬂbrwaw@mwﬁg
3% IS &St 79I Ts A T ySy Ags feo B Y
a% I3 Ao € HIweT sfont 3 Huse=t <9 &
&1 a9e »iz I3 qg Aoy Ht © g999 J96 dfEt © I
YIH FIT IS M3 JITST &% 736 °F I iy /s §
FIHST I8 Faaft 7 HiETTA 96 &% 73 39 Io1fea
Aaret It Hete 77 39 I w3 Ifgam &t gt feg & Us
JEA & IS AIAT, nif3s-979 B U9 993 AHUS HAS
M3 IH J@ g gd1 mic® IF uF-ugeer 7 99 If
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fagr & iy g9 &% Qo It Ay &t & fdg W3 ©
%@W FIH T 3 U3 g5 ffe o 9 3 wies U9
@ 5t S99 TI3sH T feuT 95-9% 9eY HE9 UE
st IfiT A3 3Fs ¥ niftardtivg gorfs fEg-mieg
AIIEST HY @ordt (37, 9T ) R’ 8 ier nmaia faz
AN ITs @ 36d) M3 YIH Hig &9 &f9 Hig yaur
@9 g Afog) g= usy nieg 59 fst 3 a9 »ieg
Yy a9t g9a9 yerfes IR 7 »ift A 3=% 39 d9
Ffag 7t € IS wigAg IHE 3 nig3 HdT €6 IIEd
AT 96 © Jdawd I6 T8 g9 godt g9t If utsT
u@dntt g5 fiagt 3 ufosT gsele 3 99 o8 Afow At ©
Td-gd »S U3 & nusEle 3 HaYsT Y3t yds aHs
TH U IT Ha fHedlg 17 @9 afde I8 f& Ag a3
yd3s Jt J&T gdter I B9 &<te faf &9 99 I5 R
U@ AN 3T nieEEl @ AUs U3 ASGr 3 8% dishrt
fag =93¢ T7? €H B 37 B9 BI3T I HIZ T8 X AHIS
T T o ¥ &t I uSfenr Hier H o AT @
et 3 a8 g7 99 97 BF <& = ufggrer g=z37 YAt
At 9% I=fdaT At »fF »iAt Uet sat fa8 ur 39 977
8r I3 o0 it a9 © 98 wat 3 Jfant It EsF e
IfJe A wiF U Aifiie 3 AaHaHg wat damit &g fag’
Ifg 39 o7 BR B 3t Wigst AES A HEIH 7 A UF St
ATt A& Wid AIST, meﬁﬁfﬂé}wﬂ%g%@
ugT 99 T BR I vigs dxat W 43T & &9t A w9
Aot nig &8 Sadit (F9f ) 9T 99 T7? BR B 3t
HEd' § Yg 38T I96 A UIH WAES g AT € miftdg
It 3t AT wfF fa€ 37 7 fa8 M8 met 39t ager I
W?Gﬁiﬂﬁi%ﬂgeﬂ?éfmaﬁlweﬁr
far ¥ I & TI® 7 Aae A€ 8J nuE Ix yIt
A9 I AEr I M I i I & de JIfeR 39 It
Wméﬁwwmammﬁgmew
T I &9 I T TIHF 39 3 < g9vag & Jaeg I
7 8F & g goHs=< AU B3t 3 yfazerel iy nirgmit
zmw%%mﬁ@ﬁmhw@wag
atﬁmﬁ?mfegg}mrmﬁ?fegmafmaa
?ﬁraﬁwmﬁrﬁrmzwﬁrwwaraﬂmw
HABHS IM&T 91 & fils U Il (@7 &g Afow)

*kkk*k

g/t T wifys

R I3t Hows 193w fruwet st famr At 3ifa B @ fAy &
di93s a9 AX' | HIE's Udoe 3 RS fes H geeee Afow
AfgR U's uzs et famml 7 Us o396 et a7 &t At fa Aar
T8 far 917 &% a1 famr 3t 7 & Afonr fa afee 3t =t
&t Jim uet 9t I I1TRT fes feg H Us J9s ®et fomr 3t
Afonr fa Az 3 ufowr 8T st & 9\ g feur 3fa us
WAB &% o9 AXT Ug A€ A & 88 2ftr 3t §T ust =

=< funr A B & Afonr fa ust 3% fonit 3fas Afenr fa
US 3BT 3 Gt I &7 o9 o< fesew &% 88 fea widt #t
83 A5 H & 8o & faur fa fer udt v ot &at. 3t 89 afas
wat fa "feg vifyz T fer & 3o a4t feo 3t gwr /it =
M Ime I Wi ader I SIS B " Bfas # & €7
IFe He feg A IR & It 9y fesr

wigy fur wfamsTs, & &: 0092-939-501055

*kkkk

w3 ot 97
g e i e

AA9 &g Uer dforr gt e HasT adt ade|
nizfarEz SRt a9a 99 <9 AW faBE Buwr J1 Hie
7 13 & T AGT| MG UUd IHHT J< a9 (ATfee)
e #3 13 3 HaY s 39¢ 31 &dt Is| fEars & 13
$ TWe ©f HGFT &% AE 1139 J88 ¢& nife 3 feaH
aaawwwmﬁmmmsﬁqawﬁwgm
SHS T T wHET e O g Y miirows @
o € g9a Afaz v & fomr| fdw Uoea dfa oo
eeﬁmrrsfawmawa Wfaswg»rﬁraaﬁw
fszrzﬂzri%maaﬁaaraﬁwmrﬁﬁée—a'aaﬁww
fuwe“ru?ﬁﬂaraétgwmﬁﬁswsf‘ammmmﬂaé
SHEGST Sat &7 7 FEt 3t oS @ wiHasT @ Ay
Uer Jfenrm| Usd AeH © feorg filg st fed f&ar oM aget
A aad Wi8et I & ot dfenr 7 W g A9 a9d HI
TIIT A6H Bt wifdd J9 3t 993 AW e fegg
AAT Aoz feg fis AT Is1

R399 &d Afog € yde 9T &% I JT
fegrat &, H"ﬁJE"S fefsam &, TaHt &, H?TtﬁFﬂ%??LI'US"T
Emma@ﬁwmaﬁlm@fﬂmaﬁ
Wﬁ?ﬁ"ﬁﬁﬂ%&??ﬂsaﬁmw@?ﬂm
o Tufhe o3, @HWW@?WWW
aﬁmm&r@amﬁ%wmm@—

A AU Ifs & AT ARG
forfers Fg fasim foor Barfa aemai
fefa g% fefa g®Afag A Mudt @911... (808)

Wiz & ufeer grearet &9 adt Hge J1 fer
<3 H3'Ed WHS € ¥93 AJ S8 TUJ »IE ASAT A1 &
FHSE J&| mB f&a & aga qragst & wide Jevdt
Y3 JIF M3 g9 AeE & dfFE Jdie - afess &
HSB& & Jrggret <t 88 ffg wifyz faar famr T, 3 fa
Brer “aW” Az T -

1. Wify3 &1 fsurs T fifs dieg 3t

ﬁlnma?ﬂuu@nfﬂg%was@wms)
Jaget # AAg A & yg < fAes Avw < G99
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St I, fam Tomar WY W39 § fawdt BT T @w
e g, @HWK@?M@W@U—
2. »rﬁﬁaréraﬁzr%ga"m
Bﬁﬂ%ﬁ%uawar%’ﬂ—cﬁn (103)
# Af39rg ufe39 Quer Idt HEY3T & ASt ©< A9 Idt

997 I U96 J9F AHTT AT It mify3 g AeT J -

15. Witz afen I Furst g+t feg AR 1|
HoY fiftmir & & feaH a9 AT J1 fer 33T AT ST
a1 & Wiz nirfepr T -

ygBuarg a9 8T ¥T It wifz T AT J1 Ues I 6 -
3. Af3a9 fefg w3 a1 T wifyz &3 ||

w3 T3t 33 T qroHfy <h His nrfell (1423)
Jouet & §F feg I gan & 3t mfyz faar fomr T
fA g9 T99Md’ 919 &%k ATTJE »i@s YIy & U me
Aol fer 337 nidr gt Ifons Aear fint § a9sT yus
J<t 94t 3 8T a9 ¥ o9 | fiAmss &e1-

4. MHITTH WMHI3 &3 319 THIT T8I (1408)
W 3 YT fedd O ¥ &1 9ig 3 RSt YUz J9 I,
3¢ 89U T¥ey3 3t mify3 <iar J=r J-

5. mify3 <% AT '8 Sf3wret S99
FIH M FUT FEST HY eAg 11 (2)
% IJ UTIIT €9 U § It wify=3 Afamr ot et T -
6. Afes gt Witz 3111 & 3 TfT »ar Tt (1163)
forar famor I -
7. IAGT H AUT 39 HEM fes fafa wifz uegll (728)
feors & niy gU3 I Ul dIfdT d9et J, 9ar 3t I
Wéhﬂfa'arazraf?rs’aaaa—oﬁww@@ﬁa@ama
HHH'B’E"T%HE"TM‘ﬁ-B’%HHﬁHEH’E—
8. E&'UHB?TE%WUIIWE%H‘%H‘%#\ET%H (191)
FIIUIY et 3 AeT IfOHS 9T IfoeT I, 99 mdR
TIS3T ¥ &B &% A 3 gfE Hig U 3t wifyz & gaur
I IR YSB I T -
9. fsfir o =i wifiz a9l
He Uie Afs Fae el (102)
yoeE JIH & fagur diSt wied” It BRT ©9Rs 7 aT
q9S IS -

10. Wieg 83" IH &TH W3 3Ef9 f6TH11 (48)

g9 JIH T -
11. fage wifyz afg arz a1 (1219)
S Fgat & 3t wif3 wirfenorr fapor T -
12. fag ymrfe gsfa wifyz arsTil (269)
ES UTrgE’ § 3t Witz Afgnr fost aret T -
13. frg yAfe g3t0 wifyz urfall (269)
YS AES 3 U URR39 wififz *9ar &t I= | Har Afzarg
Er(')__
14. wifq3 88 A Uit ST Wiz T8 UId AT 31|
w3 ar aJ fes It wiear vty Ferefeonmil (118)

16. fau 7 »ify3 32 qronfz gfo ursh|

I UIHS UT W3f3 THST TATE| (565)
g9 gHT T &3 ©9 ARY Jar A yus dv I, R §
&€ fanrs otz I-
17.33fdt Ifg wifhz difrmr Ifg Witz a0 @3 Wil
ufenT1(304)
9 T HIE A i &H foge 9 @F #<, seaT
AT e HE A -

18. B U wiTg M| 3T UIAET M3 U
9 & Aefe f3ur fserdt roa mft AHefenm (113)
5, IS AHSTE ®et, fAg ©f a1 37 feg 9 fa Wify3 aes
fea dt 91 g g 3t foge v Jtl fat 3 <fogrg #t &
mug fagur g9 3t gt T dies Hed fomrl oo

BuewH T7dt nieg IeE J famr -
19. fras ef3nrst 39 &H &t 3 I3 HS HTfTII
&1 W3 T I A wifiz afall
55& WiHZ HS Hfg ureh graugrTel|
f3at Uiz Jar fAB fras a8 fefinr nirfel (1238)
dY & Uzt I39et guEt &% fer
‘O3t g9HA®” 83w I §93 A |13 J1 §F &
fem gfoe gAer &t &t nrfenm wust vy gdt miz
u@mﬁwmwﬁgwmgwaﬂww
mwwmﬁwaﬁmw@mﬁmauﬁﬁ
3»F@EET g 89 g =, wwwaw@?
%|hw§wmﬁﬁa@§aﬁzﬁ€(,ﬁrﬁ[gm
gTaT IdteT J| At BF AeH & T HY Ugtins 9t 7 fa
et & fooe wT &9 aw =< 3»rﬁ43%aarrﬂeg
Fﬂ%ﬁ@&?l?tﬁww@?m%wwmam
IX TS -
20. fam 7 fsfa arafs 3H Afar wE 7 Wiz a9 urdt
icdll
237 IH 34 g397%t ey &g g% & It /1 (598)

T SH AE3 J6 & fei € 9239 A ¥% 99 udsee €
Hmmsmmm%mw%vﬁﬁwﬁmrm
@ﬂ?WHﬁM%éWHHWEﬂHm
g9 & 3T 89 d3g, ity sfgg <t fingegdt 1ws 1
H@W#T%f‘wﬁﬁzréfaaﬁvwrﬂﬁﬁﬁrwuu
@ﬂmazr@z@mﬁ:lwairmﬁwrérwﬂ‘egam
é?%|w€3ﬁaéwmawﬁwaa&a%ﬁﬁ@
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o a3 & fors 20t &96 & 736 J9iE -

ai3T iyt @ a3® 3t feg fesaH &dt & A, fa i
fer wd firdt € uarmAr 1St 91 it § Afsarg At € ues

&: 1. ufod! 979 333 aA Ts; feast § It T3 Aed
Af3E9 AfJ3 Jus & JaH i3 fapm €793 AT T
39¢" gEIdt oA fAgAcos & vdY § =i J1 an
FTRT T B aed3 ¥ fouH & 8w g9 9T IT Is|
o 1% fa w93 HIe < AJI9E §e39 Judt 9T & Fadt
s g5 oA gg fors3t et fog fedt geast fomn uszy
Sfimr 77 Aaer | &R € A9 A3 fA9 83 Heg eA3w
St 799 AATET AtEt J| 3 TAST A= JaH U9 € B §
AAST T I H, I&H § TAST AR & ael I &dt
Hll U935 At T8 T3t oA de, afenst & y3ia
Al A3 3 fimfeT AOHE ART At €031 &F de 98
® €| 7 TIH 2B 19 79 &9 31 ARG it & faaus
T I R & T93° agat afed J1 fuAsT © fansx €9
feg A< azt ity faes a9 fenr Afer, 3t ffa mI3 Hi-
&Haze%ua@aaanémmﬁﬁwéaﬂm%(ﬁrféa
St fiy AON &, OF geed U3t T BT udes &
=7l o 3 fgasg 393 ot B & ufos st reedt
3 finft & s2aw UgTT AR M3 TAST TG I I 398
co% feg Aot TA3ST 3 It AATE AT AAY I&| MdeH
feg ant = & Tt fagg wirfenr T - ““frast it it
oAt & AEHI gt I iR Jargt few ufas aarg am It
JY I I5| 979 FIfast few It ufost I9fa3s A Is|
Jfazafimt &8 S0 7 Aaw I51 Iet 936 fAw A 3ar
ydts Ig yarH 89 JiT 979 f5ue 76 -
“Inig g2 &3 oA fagus| fiw oo & feg formsi
3w 3R & AdT 991 f&7 utg sa9 o9 J|

8. 2. Y33 It - Ir9 Frfoy & fsagmet few a9 dfF
Hﬁﬁ?@mwfﬂww?ﬂ%mwmﬂ%
ffy 93 39 wode € UJel g2 A7 IJ AS| Ud ©AH
UfsEg Ig9 & HigrR a9 fonr fa »BT =& mv ke
fut &, mﬂuﬁm&sﬁuﬁmmaa—dm
mﬁwawma&maﬂ»ﬁéﬁmg
1T 9% T a9 ot 598 61 wiadt Wi st
IO T A% 33 Ul J1 mifdd foniaa &9 <9, nigsT
§ faor @95 3 MdA 3T ¥ ASY 39 UT To) fefzam
I_Y I ABH IFHS ¥ JIfent & HAH €0 gwe dfont
3 gt Ifgn & &zl iy gt § 8637 3T o3 I,
uﬁawmaﬂ?ﬁmr|u€ﬁqwan%a—c’?ﬁ€aaﬂa
firg 18 uges agfon Fer Ot ugEm W9zt @ Afsed

996 AT 93 Ifde AS -
fosHy aH Fore argfE dfe fesn Ty uefall

St Hoz Ja1 Hiefa fefa safa ggfa ugz=rfall (403)
nifdt B wes T faaad 37et A3y fAw & qrey3y Aad
arafevaﬁ?ﬂmﬂmﬂwfsawm@rm
nmfﬁwewaﬁmar@gmmwaaaar&
3 I3 HY IT| daes fity fer Tgn %93 &% 3t uug
€ HA'Y 396 ¥d1 UE| T3 BHI & it & asgnrt §
TIfrom BT gl 99 I T o ¥ wiY HABHS
St tnff 3 &% 7 ABA J9¢ JI6, 8T faH 3 3Tomr
JIfen a4t I1 7 wiAt sEw & g 3t AG Sfamr fag
USHY J09 3 SH® JI<" ¢ Jf ARSI A wiar »id
At I8 "2 v mETE| Iret A3y fRw i e g

ufs fius g3 Jsumst| AIS 391 Fae fdeeat
fiw g% & 3% A< 319 ATASY a8 <97 Je< ?

AT 8% Af399 37 891 o0 & 7e g 8991

&1fT wiTast fad ygie’| 37 3 aBHS I96 I
yIT U T Iux I fesAs fiedht 390 a9 & J1
MUE W T 96, UISTeR HY ¥3H J A I A
TIdMt fommaa farratert 1 € 1o foT Ua feet 75|
wiH HAG € 99 e 3y uge 36 3 g9 © Quer
¥ 3T J1 TS 39 it AIEST MU B § T3 ©f
fonaasT 3 AT a9 It I5|
H& 1971 *9 dasen € #ar AR fiy /7 & miu 89
A9 fageg T ugdeTeT si3T| USHIST rmit 9% nuE
Tt TgH THEMT (HABHS) As Wa3t & AIHeR J€ 3
TSt dist Bust © Fagt fed eAsgdle gt
B fHSert| g Sebort & niushot TAZTT US &
Bs’ St ¥ 35 TA| Wl B I ASHS YIS Yo8T
T ygEy =l R wi fify St feR 9 3 36 3 AT
J 1 A9 groee # 3, i JooH w96 Ayt & egfmr
Ul@?&ﬁ%wﬁwfﬁwa@ﬂ%@ﬁﬁﬁww@
F9gE J& g9 ol I fen ufezg megs Aer fid
Gt & TAHT & 31 g arfes &7l el a9 895 &
AHH f€T AfSarauar g et 99 59 8t forar do fRdf
@ AeT J3&T WS 3 FaT Areet H At & gt
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Guru Sahib addresses to a Pandit that you read your religious
books, say evening prayer, contemplate but worship stone-idols
and pretend to sit in trance like a crane. Like glittering
ornaments, you speak falsehood and also recite Gaitri thrice a
day. You wear a rosary around the neck, put saffron mark on
your forehead and keep your body wrapped in two loose
unstitched cloths. O° Pandit! If you truly comprehend the
everlasting Almighty God then you will realize that all these
beliefs and rites are vain. Guru Nanak Sahib tells us that all
persons should pray to Akaal Purkh alone because without
realizing the true spiritual knowledge, no person could find the
right way of life. [Please also read Asa Kee Vaar Pauri 14
because this “Sabd” is not only meant for a Pandit but it equally
applies to Sikhs as well)
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Until the person understands the pervading God, this life is
fruitless because this ocean of life could only be crossed
successfully by the Grace of Guru’s teachings. Guru Nanak
Sahib says that let us always keep in mind that the cause and
effect of everything in the Universe, is True Lord alone, Who is
all powerful and sustains the entire creation. [2]
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The only way of union with the Almighty God is to attain the
Divine knowledge as Brahmin gets knowledge by reading
Vedas. Similarly, Khatri could be that brave person who
protects the poor but the duty of Shudra is assigned to serve
others. But whole humanity is required to perform the duty of
realizing the True Lord and understanding His Divine
Command. Guru Nanak Sahib says that he is grateful to those
persons, who have sought refuge of Akaal Purkh. (Guru Sahib
does not believe in the Hindus® castes but explained their
system only. Please also read Asa Kee Vaar Pauri 12) [3]

¥ fgrs 3 AgE @ 8¢ 8T I wsHT I

3 Ht THSSTR A dEt ABfA 3 11

oI I TH T ATt fasAs T 8 1l
wIE: Eq na® Yoo I ;o ez e fHarsad 7 73 657
nieg fegae! WM 51 nars Yoy €1 fest g8t I 7 &8 BF
FTTem3 € 3 AHT B I JF 538 HTIF aide a5 1& 6T WA
=} 3 a7

The True Lord is the Almighty God of all gods and Akaal
Purkh alone provides Primordial soul to all. Such a person who
has realized the way of Truthful living, Guru Nanak Sahib
will consider him a great person of Divinity. (GGS - Page 1353
/ 4, read with Asa Kee Vaar Pauris 12 and 14)
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Realizing the need for correct information about Sikhism in the English language for the benefit of Diaspora youth, KTF
requested S. Gurbachan Singh Sidhu, UK, to revise some of his books and write new ones. Mr. Sidhu is one of the
founders of The Sikh Missionary Society of UK and Guru Nanak Charitable Trust, Mullanpur Mandi, Ludhiana. Of the
many books and pamphlets in English that he has authored we have been able to afford to publish only four:

1. Sikh Religion and Christianity — 110 pages
2. Sikh Religion and Islam — 153 pages

3. An Introduction to Sikhism — 76 pages

4. Panjab and Panjabi — 177 pages

These are excellent books for Sikhs and non Sikhs alike. Reading these books you will get the real meaning of Sikhi,
something that Gurdwaras have miserably failed to teach. These books are for free distribution. We invite our readers in
the USA to order any combination of 40 books for a donation to KTF of $100.00, including postage, and distribute them
free to their family, friends, local sangats or schools operated by Gurdwaras. Your donation will help in the publication
of The Sikh Bulletin.

Each issue of The Sikh Bulletin costs $2,100.00 to print and mail 2000 copies and lately funds have been scarce. K. T. F.
of N .A. Inc. has underwritten the cost since 1999. That at this time is difficult to do. We had hoped to raise enough
money to publish at least six issues of the Bulletin a year but even that objective appears to be out of reach, hence this
issue is for four months and only in electronic version because even after this long wait we did not receive the promised
funds for May-June issue. Any future issues are at the mercy and generosity of our readers. We are all going to die but
we just don’t know when. All of us support our families. We spend five figure sums on our children’s birthdays and six
figure sums on their marriages. We do not stop from multiplying Gurdwara buildings where the primary activity is to
misinterpret Sikhi. We raise six figure sums for Democratic and Republican politicians, both of whom have led this
country of great potential as an example setter to the world towards its decline. But we are reluctant to support causes
relevant to the spread of correct Sikhi. This is an appeal, not to the masses but to those few thinking Sikhs who know all
this but still fail to act. Please consider the Sikh Qaum that gave you identity as your family, which it is and treat it as
such. Do something worthwhile for your community. Thank you. Editor
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