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EDITORIAL
SIKH COMMUNITY AND ITS FUTURE

Guru Nanak conveyed the massage from waheguru to the world in very
simple terms. He said, let your life be one of praise of the Word (Nam),
Charity (Dan), Ablution (Ishnan), Service (Sewa), and Prayer (Simran).
Whosoever makes this his/her life’s mission will be saved. Yet, this simple
message, because of self centered thinking and interpretation of Gurbani
generated by many schools, sects, and sant/baba deras over the centuries
has resulted in a veritable labyrinth of legends, traditions, and complex
doctrines. What was meant to be a simple solution to the complicated
problems of life has resulted in a religious and philosophical system that is
beyond the comprehension of most people. The average follower of
Sikhism has become preoccupied with relics and rituals. Such practices
and rituals connected with them have become too deep rooted in the Sikh
way of thinking that they are accepted as unspoken truth. Often it is very
difficult to talk to a Sikh about the simple truth that Guru Nanak taught,
because the concept has become so foreign to him.

Unlike Hinduism, Sikhism is rooted in history and not mythology. Yet
history is not immune to distortions and revisions. We have been
witnessing revision of Sikh history and misinterpretation of Sikh
philosophy as a matter of official policy of the Government of India.
Distortions and misinterpretation of Gurubani have been made easier by
the enthusiastic and willing cooperation of Sant/Babas, various Sects
emphasizing symbols to define Sikhi, post 1984 Dam Dami Taksal, and
many well meaning but misguided idealists. Regardless of differences
within the Sikh community, we all agreed that Shri Guru Granth Sahib
was the only eternal Guru of the Sikhs. Now with the promotion of the
so called Dasam Granth to the level of Guru and doing parkash
alongside Shri Guru Granth Sahib at two of the five revered Sikh
Takhats, there appears to be no common feature of Sikh Dharma.

Like Hinduism, Sikhism today has become such a fluid religious ideas,
beliefs, cults etc. that it is next to impossible to say what Sikhi is, where it
begins and where it ends. Conformity to the dictates of the Sant/Babas or
founders of sects rather than the ideology enshrined in the Shri Guru
Granth Sahib has become the criterion for defining the true Sikh. The
intellectuals within the community have presented the biggest
disappointment in the recent past. Some of them have their own agendas to
promote and glorify concepts such as sehajdhari or some other type of
Sikhs. Those who retired from scientific fields are fond of calling
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themselves Sikh Scholars. They pride in coining new words
and phrases to interpret Gurbani. They engage in intellectual
gymnastic in the name of research and Sikh studies.

N. G. Barrier reviewed the literature from the Singh Sabha
movement period and summarized the objectives of the
reformers. These were a) Elimination of non Sikh elements
from the Sikh customs, b) Defining and maintaining Sikh
religious boundaries, ¢) Sikh identity, d) Cultivating sense of
Sikh community and strengthening it against internal and
external threats, ) Service for the panth. They were the brave
individuals who stood up and rose to the challenge of
successfully defending Sikh way of life against the onslaught
of Christian missionaries and Hindu revivalist movement
‘Arya Samaj’. However, like all Sikh movements through out
the history organized effort disintegrates in disunity before
the victory is completely sealed. It is important to know what
is the other people’s assessment of the Sikh community. A
Sikh reacts to actual or perceived external threat and wants to
tackle the problem single handedly without regard to the
effects of his actions on the community. Sardar Kapur Singh
ICS records on page 19 of his famous book Sachi Sakhi what
Sir Fazal Hussain wrote in 1925 for private circulation of
Muslim political intellectuals.

“Hindu considers political matters and their implications
years ahead. Musalman tries to tackle them just in time. But
Sikh never think of them unless the time is actually past and
the matter is well settled. The Sikh brain is intoxicated and
obscured with the memory that once they ruled over Punjab,
and they quite forget that the tail of the Sikh lion has been
twisted by the British.”

It would appear that the tail of the Sikh lion is now being
twisted by the majority community in India as it has never
been twisted before.

While the Singh Sabha disintegrated, Arya Samaj went on to
develop and strengthen at the grass root level by opening
finest schools, colleges and hospitals. Sikhs sing the glory of
the past, disregard the realities of present and ignore the
future. This lack of foresight element of the Sikh character
was greatly expounded by A. E. Barstow in his 1928 book,
“The Sikhs, An Ethnology”:

“...Always asserts personal freedom as against communal or
tribal control, more strongly than any other class. He has
neither prudence nor is he gifted with foresight, rarely can he
foresee, nor does he care about effects of his actions...”

If the Sikh community is to survive in the modern world it
will have to foresee that without developing ways and means
to impart Sikh values at the grass root level, it will cease to
exist. Elimination of Sant/Baba deras, the Taksals, and sects
from within the community will not save the community.

While | recommend to continue to aggressively expose anti
Sikh practices, deliberate distortion of Sikh history, and
misinterpretation of Gurbani, Sikhs need to focus bulk of
their energies and resources to actively educate Sikh public
about Sikh ideals and Sikh way of life as enshrined in Shri
Guru Granth sahib. The primary source of Sikh ideology is
Shri Guru Granth Sahib and all else is secondary support
material. Sikhs must learn not to make petty issues as
prestige or honor/dishonor affairs for the whole community.

The Lofty goals of the Singh Sabha International can be the
blue print the Sikh community can use to prepare the agenda
for community development programs. | propose the
following for serious consideration:

1. Set up a Sikh Health Care Foundation in North
America to build and run hospitals in rural Punjab.

2. Set up a Sikh Educational Foundation in North
America to recruit Khalsa Schools and Colleges in Punjab.
Those willing to adopt standards of the foundation will be
provided generous financial support.

3. Create a Sikh Economic Development Foundation in
North America to help needy Sikh communities in their
economic advancement. A case in point the Sikligar and
Banjara communities. (See SB April 2003 ).

4. Establish Sikh missionary college in North America to
train English-speaking Granthis who are truly indoctrinated
in Sikh fundamentals.

5. Promote Sikh Sewa Dal to teach young Sikhs the Sikhi
ideal of service to humanity by developing projects in rural
Punjab.

6. Create Sikh Think Tank to purge all Sikh historical
literature of all sakhis and stories, which are contradictory to
the Sikh fundamental principles.

Doing nothing will be the death sentence for the Sikh
community. In closing, | am reminded of the 1998 Visakhi
celebration at Alhambra Gurudwara. A sincerely dedicated
clean-shaven young Sikh recited a poem. He detailed the
community’s failures and lack of foresight. He started and
finished his poem with the following verse:;
““Lakh Lahnat hai sardaran nu”
(Hundred thousand shames to Sikhs)

This verse will truly express every body’s sentiments if the
Sikhs failed to take action to strengthen the community’s
future. Gurpal Singh Khaira, USA

*kkkk

ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF SSI

Annual Conference of Singh Sabha International will be held on
August 1st and 2nd, 2003 at Sikh Centre Roseville, California.
Registration will begin at 09:00 AM and proceedings at 10:00 AM.
Those who subscribe to the SSI agenda above and objectives
published in the April 2003 issue of SB are invited to participate.

Hardev Singh Shergill, Secretary General
*kkkk
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WAS GOD INVENTED OR DISCOVERED?
Dr Gurbakhsh Singh, USA
The two institutions of science and religion have played a
major role in directing the life of human beings. As the two
have different approaches to the human knowledge, they
often clash with each other. To begin with, religion ruled the
thought of man. As science advanced, its achievements,
particularly in the field of creation and cosmology, shook the
very roots of many religious beliefs. Even the faith in God
was challenged. Most religions hold that God has no
beginning; He is the ever-existing Lord. He made all the
creation we know, and the one we may know in future. Some
people, on the other hand, argue that God does not really
exist, and has only been invented by shrewd persons to serve
their selfish interests. There is a third view as well; it
suggests that the institution of God is essential and that if He
is not there, it is necessary to invent (assume, create) one.
Otherwise, our social structure will crumble and animal
culture will prevail. For, only belief in God as Father of the
entire humanity can provide the basis for true morality and
ethics. Modern youth exposed to science nurture doubt
regarding the existence of God, and question the religious
practices of their faith. I wish to share one such experience
with the readers. In a Sikh youth camp held in Vancouver,
BC, Canada, for teaching principles of the Sikh faith, a
student asked me, "Why have we to believe in God and why
are we required to follow rituals of the faith? One should be
free to do what one likes or what makes one happy." | was
caught unaware. | did not expect such a question from a
teenage son of the parents very much committed to the Sikh
faith. After some thought, a simple practical method to
answer the question occurred to me. There were two burly
students also attending the camp. | asked them, "Would you
like to have his (the boy's) pants?" Quick came the reply,
"Yes, certainly.” I continued, "O.K. Then go ahead, and help
yourself." This startled the boy, and he exclaimed, "No! No!
These are my pants." | repeated my suggestion to the
students, "Do not listen to him. You like his pants, you
should take them." The boy objected even more vehemently,
"This is unfair, wrong. Why should they take my pants?" It
was time for me to remind him of his statement, "Did you not
say that one should do what one likes? They like to have your
pants.” Our debate led us to the conclusion, "One should not
take what belongs to others.” | asked the boy to write it on
the board. That day we swapped our roles. | acted as a learner
and started asking questions, while the trainees responded.
We ended up writing many more sentences on the board. For
example: 'Do not tell lies to fool others, do not bully or
torture the weak and helpless, help the needy, speak truth,
etc. As a teacher of the group, | concluded, "Well friends!
What you decided means that we should be good to each
other and behave as members of one big family. In other
words, you agree that to create a peaceful and happy society
we should behave as if all humans are children of the same
father. Wise men have named Him God. Let me assure you

God has not been assumed. He is there and there is a
scientific proof of that." The boys immediately questioned,
"How can you give a scientific proof when everyone says
that God is beyond the field of science?" | answered:"As
students of science, you accept that new findings become a
fact if more than three or four scientists independently
obtain the same results. More than half a dozen spiritual
scientists (prophets), independently of one another and
living in different parts of the world in very different
cultures, have reported that there is One Almighty Lord who
created the world. Why not accept their independent
findings, their intuitive experiences, as a scientific fact?
"According to your arguments, because we cannot observe
Him and cannot react with Him, there is no God. Dear
youth! There are, however, many other facts, which we
accepted without being able to verify them by our own
physical senses. We have to believe our scientists and
geographers. "Newton observed that there is a force in our
dead earth, which attracts everything towards itself. We call
it gravity and you all know about it. We cannot verify it by
our physical senses (eye, ear, touch etc.). | tried to explain
gravity to an illiterate 70-year-old man in 1940. He found it
difficult to believe that gravity (force) exists but it was not
put into the earth by anyone, that it does not grow old or get
sick, that it will never die and that it has no shape, form or
colour. The old man could not imagine the existence of such
a thing. However, you all know it and understand it. All
these characteristics belong to God as well and you also find
it impossible to believe in Him.” Let us accept the word of
the spiritual scientists that there is a spiritual Force which
Generates, Operates and Destroys (in short, GOD) the
creation. Believing in Him is essential to maintain social,
moral and ethical discipline of our society. We should
accept Him even if we cannot observe Him or describe Him
to a layperson in words as in the case of gravity. "Another
such concept, which you cannot explain to a layman, is
already being used by you in your mathematics class. We
name this number 'infinity'. We have a symbol for it because
we cannot write it in the digit form. This number is bigger
than the biggest number we can imagine. Without this
number we cannot work out many mathematical equations.
For example, 'one' or any other positive real number divided
by zero is equal to infinity. There are some other facts of
science also which we cannot perceive through physical
senses. Have any of you seen a gene or an electron? How
can you explain to a layman that all the food, grains, fruits,
vegetables, trees, and all vegetation are produced by soil,
water, air and sun? You know that the energy of the sun
helps water and carbon dioxide to chemically react,
synthesizing simple carbohydrates (sugars). From sugar,
other more complex organic compounds are built. "Please
believe me, we are lay men in the spiritual field. We should
therefore, accept the findings of the spiritual scientists.
There have been many holy people who experienced mystic
communication with God. About two-dozen of them have
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shared their experience with us through their hymns that form
a part of Guru Granth Sahib and which we sing in gurdwaras
everyday. "About the existence of God, let us agree to
assume that He is there. |1 can assure you that as your
experience grows, you will find more and more evidence to
confirm this assumption. In the pursuit of science also, we
assume a hypothesis to be confirmed with subsequent
observations." Perfect calm and seriousness in the class,
attentive listening faces and no more questions, assured me
that the youth felt convinced. They agreed that even though
they cannot verify by themselves the existence of God, it is
all right to believe in Him and benefit from the belief of
oneness of humanity. It will help people to live in peace and
happiness like a vast family of the Almighty Father. Before
ending this discussion, the outcome of a second dialogue on
God must also be mentioned. In another youth camp, it was
observed that religion has split humanity and is often the
cause of conflicts and wars all over the world. The
discussions in that camp concluded that jealousy and ego of
the believers of a faith (the claim that only their faith is true,
other faiths are false, that only the Name given by them for
God is correct, and that their rituals alone are the path to
realize the Truth, etc.) is the actual cause of conflicts and
wars. In fact, belief in one common God (Father-Mother of
humanity), regardless of name or names assigned to Him,
should help us to realise the brotherhood of humanity and
this is the only path for the people to live in peace and

happiness.
**kkkk

HUKAMNAMA OF AKAL TAKHT SAHIB
(History and Concept)
Dr Harjinder Singh Dilgeer, UK
Hukamnama, literally means "Royal Order." As Akal Takht
Sahib is the Throne of the Almighty, the orders issued by
Akal Takht Sahib are called Hukamnamas. The letters written
by the Sikh Gurus too were also called Hukamnamas. In the
middle ages, the orders from the worldly rulers were also
known as Hukamnama but the people carried out the orders
under compulsion. But, the Hukamnamas of the Sikh Gurus
was a matter of pride and privilege. Not only the carrying out
the Guru's Order but even the Darshan (a simple look) at
Guru's Hukamnama was a matter of pride for a Sikh.

The first Hukamnama from Akal Takht Sahib was issued by
Guru Hargobind Sahib himself. This Hukamnama asked the
Sikhs to wear arms for self-defense. Since then several
Hukamnamas must have been issued. Some Hukamnamas
issued by Guru Gobind Singh Sahib, his wife, Baba Banda
Singh Bahadur, Sarbat Khalsa, Akal Takht Sahib etc. are still
available in the original. (Two collections of Hukamnamas
are available in print form, one edited by Dr. Ganda Singh
and the other one by Bhai Shamsher Singh Ashok, both
published in 1968 by Punjabi University and the S.G.P.C.
respectively. These volumes have Hukamnamas by the

following: 2 by Guru Hargobind Sahib, one by Guru
Harkrishan Sahib, 22 by Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib, 34 by
Guru Gobind Singh Sahib, 2 by Banda Singh Bahadur, 2 by
Thrones etc.).

During the eighteenth century, the Sarbat Khalsa issued
Hukamnama-s to the Sikhs for manifold purposes. Through
one Hukamnama, Akal Takht Sahib asked the Sikhs to
release the wife of a Brahmin (Hindu of priestly class)
whom the Afghan Chief of Kasur had carried away. In
1759, Sarbat Khalsa issued a Hukamnama to the Sikhs to
send funds for the reconstruction of the Sikh shrines.

After the British annexation of the Sikh Homeland, Akal
Takht Sahib was misused by the occupying managers. A
Hukamnama against Professor Gurmukh Singh was issued
in 1879. A Hukamnama, it has been said, was issued against
the Ghadar Party workers. There is no direct evidence of the
issuance of such a Hukamnama. As these two and alike
Hukamnamas were not in accordance with the Sikh
ideology, hence the Sikh nation rejected them.

Hukamnamas excommunicating persons or cults guilty of
harming Panth or for acts of blaspheme, too, have been
issued from time to time: Gurdial Sinh Nabha (1923), Teja
Singh Bhasaur and his associates (1928), Nirankari cult
(1978) etc. During the period of attempt at the hijacking of
Akal Takht Sahib too Hukamnamas were issued to
excommunicate Zail Sinh, Buta Sinh, Santa Sinh, Rachhpal
Sinh, Surjit Barnala, Pashaura Sinh etc.

Hukamnama of Akal Takht Sahib is different from a verdict
given from Akal Takht Sahib in some disputes. Decisions in
the cases of the Sikhs who surrender at Akal Takht Sahib for
their anti-Sikh activities are not Hukamnamas. These
decisions had been given in the case of Kartar Singh Bedi
(1924), Bhai Narain Singh (1924), Buta Singh M.L.C.
(1935), Master Tara Singh, Fateh Singh and eight members
of the Executive of Akali Dal (1962), Piar Singh (1993) etc.
In some cases partial decisions were taken by the caretakers
of Akal Takht Sahib for forgiving or for giving minor
punishment due to reasons best known to them. These cases
were: Zail Sinh, Surjit Barnala, Buta Sinh, Amarjit Grewal,
Pashaura Sinh etc. AIll these persons were given
concessionary treatment. The Sikhs have not accepted these
decisions by the respective caretakers of Akal Takht Sahib.

This has happened due to ignorance about the concept of
Akal Takht Sahib and its Hukamnama. The Hukamnama of
Akal Takht Sahib is the consensus of Sarbat Khalsa. During
the eighteenth century, the issues of the Sikhs were decided
by way of Gurmatta. The leaders of all the groups, Misls,
battalions of the Sikhs used to gather at Akal Takht Sahib to
finalize a particular issue. The decision was reached by way
of consensus in accordance with the Sikh ideology. This
was called Gurmatta (the counsel of Guru Sahib). This
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Gurmatta was issued to the Sikh nation from Akal Takht
Sahib as Hukamnama of Sarbat Khalsa or Akal Takht Sahib.
This represented the "will of the Sikh nation.” A Hukamnama
cannot be issued by caretaker of Akal Takht Sahib by way of
personal whims. The political monopolization and the
adoption of Western political system made the Sikh
intelligentsia indifferent to the institution of Akal Takht
Sahib and the institution of Akal Takht Sahib was "hijacked"
by ignorant but clever politicians. All the Gurmattas are not
Hukamnamas. When a resolve to execute some planning is
made, it is called Gurmata and it applies to the persons who
participate in it. But, if this Gurmata is of national
importance then it is released to the Sikh nation. In that case
it becomes Hukamnama. Sarbat Khalsa made several
Gurmattasin the eighteenth century. Some of the well know
Gurmattas are: the issue of acceptance of Jagir (1733),
construction of Sikh fort (1747), formation of Dal Khalsa
(1748), to recognize Rakhi (1753 and 1758), to attack Lahore
(1760), to emphasize the supremacy of Sarbat Khalsa (1765),
the petition of Jaswant Rao Holkar (1805), to form the
S.G.P.C. (1920), to form Gurdwara Sewak Dal, later named
Akali Dal (1920) etc.

There are certain issues, which cannot be covered by
Gurmatta or Hukamnama. These include the basic principles,
postulates or doctrines of Sikhism. A Gurmatta, which
applies to the whole of the Sikh nation (national issues) must
represent the will of the whole nation and must not be a
decision of an ad hoc hand-picked assembly of special
invitees by a party or faction or self-styled Jathedar/Pope.

Since 1979, Akal Takht has been used by the Akali leaders
for their factional activities. As a result the institution of Akal
Takht Sahib has suffered a lot. The caretaker (whom they
wrongly call Jathedar) of the Takht has been acting as an
agent of the ruling Akali faction. Especially under the reign
of Kirpal Singh Badungar, Akal Takht caretaker has acted as
an ordinary Akali worker, loyal to the president of the SGPC.
This is mockery of the institution. Akal Takht Sahib which is
the greatest seat of the Sikh Panth has been defiled by the
Akali leadership. Akal Takht is not a court of mediation
between factions, groups; nor it is an industrial tribunal to
decide disputes. Akal Takht Sahib should not deal with each
and every case like an ordinary tribal court. It should deal
with only those issues, which are of national importance, and
the Hukamnamas should be issued only after a Gurmatta has
been passed by the Sarbat Khalsa. What is Sarbat Khalsa is
still a moot point. In the present circumstances, a meeting of
all the Sikhs is not possible. In such a situation the
representatives of all those parties and institutions, which are
loyal to Akal Takht Sahib plus the Sikh intelligentsia, should
form the Sarbat Khalsa. This is not the final formula. The
Sikh intelligentsia can discuss the procedure to for Sarbat
Khalsa. But, the president of the SGPC appointing a
caretaker of Akal Takht as per his political need is against

Sikh philosophy. AND the caretaker issuing Hukamnamas
of his personal whim in association with 4 more priests, in
line with the SGPC president is still further un-Sikh like.
The Sikhs should stop playing games with the Sikh
fundamentals.

Dr Harjinder Singh Dilgeer is International Director, Guru Nanak Institute
of Sikh Studies, England. Former Director, Sikh History Research Board
& the Sikh Reference Library. Dr Harjinder Singh Dilgeer has written
about 40 books on Sikh history, culture and philosophy. The SGPC
Amritsar and Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee too have
published his books. To know more about him visit www.dilgeer.com.
E-mail <hsdilgeer@yahoo.com>
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HUKAMNAMA OR BIPARNAMA?
Kirpal Singh, USA.
Date: Jeth 20, 535 NS (Nanakshahi)

Hukamnama is a directive of collective wisdom of the
SARBAT KHALSA that is ""Of the Sikhs, By the Sikhs &
For the Sikhs™ whereas a Biparnama is a Bipar
deception of the Bipars (Agents of the Brahmanical Snake)
that is "Of the Bipars, By the Bipars, and For the
Bipars." Looking at the quality of the stream of
Hukamnamas coming out of the Sikh Takhats, under the
passions of retaliation, personal vendettas, jealousy,
ignorance, deceit, dishonesty, and Dhakayshahi, one
wonders as to are they HUKAMNAMAS?
OR.BIPARNAMAS?

The institution of HUKAMNAMA, as a directive of the
SARBAT KHALSA (a body of representatives of the entire
Khalsa Panth), representing the collective wisdom of the
entire Khalsa Panth, have played a very important and
revered role in the Sikh History. Lately, however, this great
institution seems to have been reduced down to nothing but
a joke. The question is, what has gone wrong? Can
anything be done to fix it?

Looking into the History of the institution we find that
the source of a Hukamnama can only be the "Guru
Granth™ or ""Guru Panth," and none else. Therefore, any
Hukamnama outside of these two sources is nothing but a
Biparnama. We are all familiar with the Hukamnama from
Guru Granth Sahib. Therefore discussed below is the
Hukamnama from Guru Panth.

This institution of Guru Panth Hukamnama consists of two
very important components; Component one consists of
Taking of a unanimous decision by the Sarbat Khalsa (Guru
Panth) with focus on Khalsa interests, that is in tune with
"Guru Granth Sahib Ji’s" principles of Truth, Honesty,
Justice and Fair play. Component two is the
implementation of the decision taken by conveying it to the
Sikh Nation as a Hukamnama. Thus the very basic
requirement for any decision to become a Hukamnama
is that it has to come down from the Sarbat Khalsa, and

The Sikh Center Roseville, 201 Berkeley Ave, Roseville, CA. 95678 5



The Sikh Bulletin

AT U3y

July 2003

none else. It cannot be a decision of any one individual or
any particular group of appointed individuals, no matter how
powerful they are. As long as this basic requirement is
uncompromisingly guarded, the institution maintains its
luster. However, the moment anybody messes with this very
basic requirement, the whole institution collapses - the kind
of decay that we are witnessing.

It seems that we have allowed a couple of appointed
Jathedars to abuse our glorious institution of Hukamnama to
the brink of its collapse. The results are in front of us for
everyone to see. How did we let the Jathedars hijack such a
glorious institution? This is a question for every one of us to
ponder about.

Let us understand it very clearly that Jathedar of Sri Akal
Takhat Sahib (or any other Takhat) is nothing more than a
Caretaker, Sarbrah, Sevadar, Granthi, or Bhai Sahib.
None of them is a POPE, Bishop, Cardinal, Mulla, Kazi,
Avyatollah, Shankracharya, or a so-called Satguru, Maharaj,
(Ku)-Sant, or a Head priest etc. There is no place for
priesthood or High priesthood in the Guru Sahiban’s
scheme of things. According to the institution of the
Hukamnama none of the Jathedar Sahiban has any power of
his own to issue any Hukamnama, no matter how
insignificant. All that a Jathedar Sahib is good for is to
read the decision of the Sarbat Khalsa to the Sikh Nation.
Nothing more, nothing less.

Furthermore, none of the Jathedar Sahiban has any power to
pull the tamasha of excommunications or declarations of
Tankhaiyas that we are witnessing. Lately the Jathedars have
really turned the whole Khalsa Panth into a Joke, by putting
up the tamasha of declaring anything that moves, as
excommunicated or Tankhaiya. Tamasha of declaring Bibi
Jagir Kaur Jee, Jathedar Manjit Singh Jee, Jathedar Kewal
Singh Jee, President Mohinder Singh Ramana, and S.
Gurbakhash Singh KalaAfghana as Tankhaiyas is just one of
the examples of this insanity.

How have we allowed our Jathedar Sahiban to go that wild?
Have we allowed them to get completely out of control? Are
we going to let them continue their unauthorized anti-Sikh
activities till they completely push the whole Khalsa Panth
into the ground? Do we have the guts to stop them? Or, are
we going to allow them to continue their activities of
personal jealousies, retaliations, cover-ups, deceits, and
Dhakayshahis in the name of sacred seats of the Khalsa
Panth? Answers to the above questions are that will set the
tone of the Khalsa Panth’s future.

The solution to our problem is to put leashes around the
necks of those who have gone amuck with intoxication of
power. Let everyone learn to work within the sphere of his or
her own authority and responsibility. Only such a change in
behavior can prevent decay in the Khalsa institutions. Do we

have the strength and wisdom to stop this degradation of our
institution of Hukamnama from its status of Truth, Honesty,
Dignity, Justice & Fair play into an institution of Falsehood,
Deceit, Dishonesty, & Dhakayshahi? Or, Is the
transformation inevitable? Is the Khalsa institution of
HUKAMNAMAS going to be permanently replaced by
the Bipar institution of BIPARNAMAS? Or, has it
already been replaced?

""'Sach Day Marag" Ton "Biparan Kee Reet"

From the Path of Truth To. Deceptive Ways of the Bipars
Should the Sikhs abandon Guru Nanak Sahib Jee’s "Sach
Daa Marag " of its belief in the ONE Timeless God and
NONE else and instead adopt the "Bipran Kee Reet" of
worshiping of an Army of gods & goddesses like "Kaal,
Shiva, Durga, Chandi, Bhavani, Kali, Vishnu, Machch,
Kachch, Nar, Narain, Mohini, Varaha, Narsingha, Baman,
Parasram, Brahma, Rudra, Jallandhar, Bisan, Sheshmai,
Arihant, Dev, Manu Raja, Dhanantar, Sooraj, Chandra,
Ram, Krishan, Nar (Arjan), Budh, Nehkalanki etc.? Should
the Sikhs abandon their clear-cut Guru-given "Sach Daa
Marag " shown by their only ONE spiritual guide, Sri
Guru Granth Sahib (SGGS) and instead adopt the
confusion of the "Bipran Kee Reet " of deceptions of an
Army of (Ku)-gurus, (ku)-granths, ku)-Babas, and (Ku)-
Sants? Should the Sikhs abandon their Guru-given "Sach
Daa Marag" of enlightenment and instead adopt the
"Bipran Kee Reet" of confusion, and superstitions, that is
full of mechanical ritualism? Should the Sikhs abandon their
Guru-given "Sach Daa Marag" of responsible behavior and
high moral character and instead adopt the "Bipran Kee
Reet" of an unimpeded, exercise of the Tantric Cult of free
Kokeshasatric ~ (Pornographic) practices of Charitro
Pakhyan, along with all the accompanied Trash
hallucinations of Bhang (Marijuana), Poste (Poppy), Afeem
(Opium), gore and guts of Charelaan and Bhoot?

These questions & their answers are that form the CRUX of
S. Gurbakhash Kala Afghana’s thesis titled "Bipran Kee
Reet .Ton Sach Daa Marag" S. Kala Afghana feels very
strongly that the faith of Sikhism has been hijacked from its
guru-given "Path of Truth" to the "Deceptive Ways of the
Bipars." To him the manifestations of this degradation are
very visible in the form of Sikhs’ loss of self pride, mass
scale patithood (apostasy), loss of sense of direction in
moral behavior, drowning in alcohol and drugs,
entanglement in meaningless ritualism, loss of focus on
understanding of Gurbani, becoming second fiddle to the
Bipars, and deceitful behavior by the Sikh leadership and
the Sikh Clergy etc.

The only logical solution to the problem hence, is to reverse
the Bipar onslaught through education, learning, and going
back to the basics, from our present day "Bipran Kee Reet"
mode of operation to the "Sach Daa Marag" taught by the
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Guru. The biggest cause of the degradation in Sikh behavior
in S. Kala Afghana’s opinion is the result of the planting of
the very sneaky and deceitful Bipar deceptions in the Sikh
quarters to demoralize and disorient the Sikh Psyche. These
deceitful plantations come in many unrecognizable forms. It
can be the popularizing of some meaningless rituals
otherwise looking very essential, like the parallel Parkash of
SGGS for simultaneous multi-Akhand Paths, idol worship in
form of pictures, celebrations like Masya, Punya, Sangrand,
Diwali, Rakhri, Fasts etc.

The deceptions can also appear in the form of sugar coated
Bipar literature like the "Bachittar-Natak-Granth' (also
known by the Bipar Thug name of "Dasam Granth™)
deceptively popularized in the name of the Tenth Nanak, or
"Gur Bilas Patshahi 6™ in the name of the Sixth Nanak etc.
In the same way, even the Agents of the Bipars can be
equally unrecognizable. They can appear before the Sikhs in
the garb of an Amritdhari Jathedar, an Amritdhari President,
a Chief Minister, a Granthi, a (Ku)-Sadh, a (Ku)-Sant, or just
a Bipar minded ordinary Joe etc.

The question under such a situation is that if every Bipar
deception is that unrecognizable, then how do you learn to
recognize it? His answer is that one should learn to "Ask the
Guru to decide, instead of one’s own Manmat." In his
opinion, for a Sikh to believe in any other entity besides
ONE God, to bow before any (Ku)-guru, (Ku)-Sadh, (Ku)-
sant, (Ku)-granth besides the ONE Guru Granth Sahib, or
to follow any kind of meaningless ritualism besides the
"Path of Truth" shown by the Guru Sahiban, is equal to
entering into the domain of darkness.

In his thesis, S. Kala Afghana has challenged an umpteen
number of "Sacred Bipar Cows" that the Sikhs have fallen
in love with, over the years. To make a distinction whether
some practice, personality, behavior, thought, object of
reverence, or piece of literature is a deceptive Bipar Cow or
not, he did develop a "Litmus Test." His ""Litmus Test™ is
very simple and straightforward. Any practice, personality,
behavior, thought, object of reverence or piece of literature,
that is not in tune with SGGS is "Bipran Kee Reet," and
hence not ''Sach Daa Marag." To avoid any mistakes in the
haste of judgment of branding something as "Bipran Kee
Reet" he devised a restraint of a minimum of "Five Shabads
of SGGS (in context)" that the thing under consideration has
to violate. In his thesis he did follow this standard very
rigidly. Every "Sacred Bipar Cow" that he has sent to the
slaughterhouse has been tested with this litmus Test.

YES, lot of "Sacred Bipar Cows" that the Sikhs had fallen
in love with, have fallen to the sword of S. Kala Afghana’s
Pen. Lots of "Bipran Kee Reets" have been stripped naked by
him. Lots of (Ku)-Sants, (Ku)-Sadhs, (Ku)-Jathedars have
been unmasked. Lots of Bipar Ritualisms have been exposed.

In summation, S. Kala Afghana has brought an earthquake
in the Bipar World of the Sikhs. In retaliation, throwing of
buckets of mud from the Bipar Quarters upon the Sardar is
an expected phenomenon.

YES, the Bipar Circles have thrown lot of mud on S. Kala
Afghana. However, interestingly nobody has dared to
challenge him on his thesis in a scholarly way. The reason is
that anybody who tries will have to fight Guru Granth Sahib
Jee, the main stay of S. Kala Afghana’s thesis. Pretty tough
task! Regarding his writings, he has challenged the whole
Globe. And here is his challenge:

"Any person (may he/she be a Jathedar, Sadh, Sant,
Keertanya, Scholar, Granthi, Taksalia, or Derawadi, or
ordinary Joe) who thinks that S. Kala Afghana has
expressed any opinion that can be considered as anti-Sri
Guru Granth Sahib, then let him/her express his/her
opposing opinion supported by five Shabads of SGGS (in
context), and S. Kala Afghana will publish the challenge
along with the correction of the challenged part of his
thesis. Please be cautioned. He is not interested in
anybody’s personal opinion. He would like to know what
SGGS says, and if he (Kala Afghana) has said anything that
is in conflict with SGGS please, don’t forget the "litmus
test" of five Shabads (in context) from SGGS to support
your opposing argument.

YES, there have been a lot of cries against S. Kala Afghana
from every Bipar tent occupying the Khalsa Domain,
including each and every Sikh Takhat, and their branches in
Deras, Taksals, and Jathas etc. Through a media blitz of
misinformation, and concocted charges against the Sardar,
the Bipars have even gotten him declared a "Tankhaiya"
from the highest seat of Sikhism "Sri Akal Takhat Sahib."
By the way, the person (Jathedar Joginder Singh Jee
Vedanti) who sits in judgement as the Chief Judge to
crucify the Sardar, has been caught by S. Kala Afghana as
the biggest promoter of the Bipar literature as the author
of his anti-Sikh book titled "'Gur Bilas Patshahi 6."

YES, now the Bipar stage for its final act of crucifixion is
all set. The prestige of Sri Akal Takhat will be misused to
settle the score with S. Kala Afghana. Most probably, he
will be "excommunicated" in an act of revenge, to punish
his audacity to speak out the TRUTH. In the process an
eternal shame will be brought to the Supreme Seat of the
Sikhs, Sri Akal Takhat Sahib. Suppression of "Voices of
Truth" through crucifixion is nothing new to the human
history. Jesus Christ, Guru Arjan Sahib, and Guru Teg
Bahadar Jee have met such fates for nothing but daring to
speak out the Truth. Concocted charges by the then Bipar
Lobbies were brought against each one of them to justify the
crucifixion. Compared to those great personalities, S. Kala
Afghana is a small potato. However, S. Kala Afghana’s case
is going to be no different. The only tragedy however, that is
going to be here, is that those crucifixions were done by
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others, and S. Kala Afghana’s crucifixion will be done in the
name of Sri Akal Takhat, the symbol of "Sach Daa Marag."
by a group that is drowned in its sense of revenge of its
"Bipran Kee Reet."”

Will it ever be possible to wash away these stains of "Bipran
Kee Reet" that are about to be tattooed on the face of Sri
Akal Takhat Sahib? Every sensible Sikh needs to ponder.

*kkkk

WHO IS TANKHAHIYA?

K.Afghana's comments on Gurbilas Patshahi-6 appear to
have led the Akal Takhat to stop even the printing of it. The
action violates constitutional rights, like freedom of speech
and property rights of an individual. Natural justice rights,
like an adequate representation is also a must. That was also
denied when they refused to hear Prof. Of Sikhism, S. Gurtej
Singh, despite the fact that K. Afghana chose to be
represented by him. It is on record that Vedanti ji was deeply
interested in having Gurbilas patshahi-6 used as a source
material for the daily discourses at Manji Sahib and other
Gurdwaras. Kala Afghana's scrutiny of it deprived him of any
such chance, as it was found to be full of anti-gurmat
contents. . The book was reportedly withdrawn. In all
fairness Vedanti Ji should have removed himself from
judging K. Afghana. That did not happen.

Both the co-authors plus 12 other religious personalities
profusely endorsed that book, which is contrary to Gurmat.
By publishing it at its expense the SGPC became a party to
this blasphemy. Some illustrations from this book follow:

1. MATA Ganga Ji, wife of the 5" Nanak, is shown to travel
barefooted for a distance of 12 miles to Baba Budha Ji for the
blessing of a son. No sooner the blessing was announced by
Baba Ji, Pawan devta entered the belly of Mata Ji, and her
belly got bigger. The 5" Nanak, on seeing that condition of
Mata Ji was overwhelmingly pleased and showered money
among the poor. Afghana points out that according to Gurmat
no child is born without a father and a mother. Another
implication is that 6™ Guru was thus not a biological son of
the 5™ Guru.

2. A cock and bull story about Prithi Chand trying to
administer poison mixed curd to child Hargobind who
refuses to take it. Then 5™ Guru is shown to persuade his dog
to eat that curd who also refuses.

3. The 6™ Guru is shown to seduce Kaulan, a teen-age
daughter of a Qazi.

4. Contrary to Gurmat 6" Guru is shown to have three wives
and all his children are shown to be born unnaturally by the
mothers licking paper inscribed with potion. Mata Damodari
is shown giving birth to Baba Gurditta looking like Guru

Nanak with sehli topy and a white beard and the ladies
covering their faces. She gave birth to Bibi VVeero the same
way and at that time Chandika Devi appeared. Mata
Marwahi got pregnant after licking a potion paper, gave
birth to Surajmal, in the manner of Kunti receiving the sun
god from the sky and then giving birth to Karan. Mata
Nanki gave birth to Anee Rai and getting pregnant again the
same unnatural way, gave birth to the 9" Guru looking like
Nanak with sehli topy and white beard as before in the case
of Mata Damodary.

5. Bibi Kaulan is shown to play jealous of other ‘wives’.

6. The 6" Guru is shown to incite Bidhi Chand to commit
theft of two horses, and is shown very happy at receiving
the stolen property.

7. Bebe Nanki also is shown tempted to avail of the thievery
expertise of Bidhi Chand and asking him to bring fine
clothes and jewelry.

8. Bidhi Chand, by remembering the 5th Guru, is shown to
have helped a thief to escape being caught red handed along
with 50 stolen buffaloes.

9. The 9™ Guru is shown to have committed suicide. The
author has made no mention of the Kashmiri Pundits
meeting the Guru. He only states that Sangat saw the Guru
at Makhowal and pleaded with him to save the Hindu
Dharam. At that, the Guru took 5 Sikhs with him and started
for Delhi There Aurangzeb asked the Guru to show miracles
but the Guru refused to oblige on the ground that miracles
were unnatural. The Guru was imprisoned. The author has
cleverly skipped the unparalleled sacrifice of Bhai’
Matidass, Satti Dass and Dayalajee. According to the author
the Guru kept only one Sikh and asked others to escape.
According to the author the Guru told that Sikh that, as soon
as the Guru lowers his head it might be separated from his
body. After that the Sikh did the same for his own head.
Guru’s head is stated to have flown in the air and fallen
close to Agya Ram of Delhi who took care of it.

Gurmat teaches every Sikh to stand by the truth at any cost.
The head of a unique Sikh institution such as Akal Takhat
owes it as a duty to be a role model for every Sikh around
the world. Political big wigs like Badal and Langah openly
violated the Panthic Rehat Maryada but there is no action
taken by the Takhat. More over, Giani Puran Singh belittled
the high status of Gurus by repeatedly labeling them as
descendents of the mythological Luv and Kush. Vedanti Ji
has publicly declared that an edict once issued is
irrevocable. That was in the context of the one issued about
Langar. Basically and fundamentally such a view is
erroneous as an authority that is competent to issue an edict
is competent to revoke it. But in violation of even that
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erroneous view, the hukamnama issued against political big
wigs Bibi Jagir Kaur and others issued by Giani Puran Singh
was amended or withdrawn. That means principle is only
selectively enforced.

In earlier point of time, some one advanced an allegation
against the then Jathedar (Gurdial Singh Ajnoha) that he
received some money on his foreign tours .He immediately
stepped down and offered to face an open and independent
enquiry. That way, he enhanced his own moral stature and
added to the reputation of the institution he headed. As
opposed to that Vedanti Ji has not moved even a little and is
holding tight to his position, even amidst serious allegations
of corruption made by a responsible organization known as
Khalsa Panchayat.

Guru Nanak has very clearly sermonized that men and
women are socially equal and more so religiously. But in
Darbar Sahib they are not allowed to participate in Sewa and
Keertan services. Recently two ladies from U.K. asserted
their right. Vedanti Ji agrees about the existence of Gurmat
principle but is unable to decide as he feels the need for a
consensus, even when Gurmat is admittedly so very clear on
the point.

In the year 1945, the S.G.P.C. and Akal Takhat after due
deliberations with the representatives of all Sikh
organizations and eminent Sikh scholars, finalized the
Panthic Rehat Maryada. The Takhat was to enforce it. Nearly
30 years later, the Damdami Taksal, then headed by Giani
Gurbachan Singh, drafted and enforced their own separate
maryada. So far the Takhat has not done anything to stop it.
Resultantly, various organizations, Deras and Sant Babas
have sprung up to go by their own ways. The Takhat is not
enforcing the Maryada respecting the wrong practices about
Akhand Path even in Darbar Sahib. The practice of Dasam
Granth Parkash, along with the Parkash of Guru Granth
Sahib at the Takhats Patna and Hazur Sahib runs counter to
the Panthic Rehat Maryada. Akal Takhat is doing nothing
about it.

From the above facts it is clear that out of a revengeful
attitude grave injustice is being meted out to a devoted
Gursikh for the reason of his fearlessly and truthfully
exposing the heavy and permanent damage done by Vedanti
Ji to the Sikh history and other Gurmat values through the
publication of G.B.P-6. The Jathedars are accountable to
Sarbat Khalsa and Sikh Sangats who may intervene and
decide as to who actually is Tankhaiya. Alternatively, let all
the concerned persons and parties present their viewpoints
before a panel of all available retired Sikh judges. Their
majority opinion may be taken as final and binding on all and

thus acted upon for all purposes.

U. S. Gill, 2980 E, Woodbury Dr, Arlington Hts. 60004-7200, U.S.A.
**kkkk

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF JATHEDAR
JOGINDER SINGH VEDANTI IN U.S.A.
Giani Joginder Singh Vedanti, Akal Takht, Amritsar, had no
plan to visit Los Angeles area, but accepted the humble
request of Jaswant Singh Pannu, Chariman of Gurdwara
Alhambra. Accompanying Jathedar Joginder Singh Vedanti
were Bhajan Singh Walia, General Secretary, Delhi
Gurdwara Management Committee, Bhai Ranjit Singh,
Head Granthi, Gurdwara Sisganj Sahib, Delhi and Bhai
Pritpal Singh, Personal Assistant of Jathedar Sahib. Sikh
dignitaries were present at Los Angeles airport to greet the
great Sikh leaders. From the airport they went to Devinder
Pal Singh Bhullar’s house, where they had dinner and
overnight stay. Next day they had a busy schedule and
visited Igbal Singh Samra’s house where they had breakfast,
then visited Bibi Inderjit Kaur of Guru Ram Das Ashram.
Langar and Gurbani vichar (?) were conducted at Surinder
Singh Bhogal’s house in Diamond Bar, followed by tea at
Sarabjit Singh Mann’s house in Chino. Next stop was at
Nachhatar Singh Bhullar, President Gurdwara Alhambra,
house where Jathedar Sahib and his delegation took a little
nap and had evening tea and snacks. In the evening from
7:00p.m. to 9:00p.m., they attended Gurdwara Alhambra,
where sadh sangat gathered in great numbers. Sangat had
the privilege to hear Gurbani Vichar and lectures about the
400™ anniversary of the installation of Guru Granth Sahib ji
in the Golden Temple from Bhai Ranjit Singh, Bhajan Singh
Walia and Jathedar Giani Joginder Singh Vedanti. Siropas
were given to Jathedar Giani Joginder Singh Vedanti and his
delegation by Bhai Raghbir Singh, Head Granthi, Gurdwara
Alhambra. Langar sewa was done by Nacchhatar Singh
Bhillar’s family. Thereafter Jathedar Sahib and his

delegation went to Gurdwara Lenkershim.

Akal Takht Jathedar’s visit was truly inspiring for the sangat
of Southern California. Gurdwara also thanked Jaswant
Singh Pannu for his innovative and respectful idea of
arranging Jathedar Giani Joginder Singh Vedanti’s visit. Mr.
Pannu had the privilege of working with other Sikh
sewadars and Board members of Gurdwara Alhambra:
Naachhatar Singh, Paramjit Singh Nijjar, Hanwant Bir
Singh Sahni, Devinder Pal Singh, Gurbachan S. Juneja,
Sohan Singh Gill and Surinder S. Bhogal. All of these
Board members helped to define and were deeply
committed to, the vision and goals behind Akal Takht
Jathedar Giani Joginder Singh Vedanti’s Southern
California visit. [Courtesy India Journal, May 30, 2003]

[How blessed and privileged the pillars of Sikh community mentioned
above must feel that Vedanti Ji and his party found time from very busy
money gathering schedule to visit their humble abodes and accept their
hospitality and gifts of cash and kind (in one picture Vedanti’s discredited
sala., Pritpal Singh, has both of his hands full of gift bags). They will no
doubt treasure their pictures with the Jathedar. What happened to our sense
of dignity? When are we going to make distinction between the office and
the office bearer? ED.]
**kkkk
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BHARATI MUKHERJEE: A PROPAGANDIST
FOR THE MURDEROUS INDIAN REGIME
Baldev Singh, Collegeville, PA

Dear Mr. Moyer,

I would like to draw vyour attention to Bharati
Mukherjee’s slanderous remarks about Sikhs on your
program on May 2, 2003. Before commenting on her
remarks, let me emphasize that every type of terrorism -
economic, political, religious, social and environmental —
must be denounced and exposed -- and stopped by all
reasonable means with international cooperation. The most
effective way to combat terrorism is to understand the causes
of terrorism and to take action to alleviate those causes while
cutting off financial and other support for terrorist
organizations with international cooperation. While the
violent form of terrorism draws immediate condemnation, the
invisible form of terrorism is ignored or goes unnoticed. The
invisible form of terrorism may not be physically
devastating; nevertheless, its effects could be equally
damaging to the victims.

Spreading of false information by anyone including
“intellectuals” against any community is also a form of
terrorism. Whereas the number of people affected by violent
form of terrorism is limited, false information about any
community -- maligns, humiliates and harms the entire
community. | am fully aware of the fact that -- manipulation,
deception and hypocrisy -- reign supreme everywhere in the
modern world. But, at the same time | feel very strongly that
intellectuals are morally obligated to speak the truth for the
sake of peace and justice in the world. Otherwise, who else is
there to stand up for the rights and liberty of the weak and
oppressed of the world!

While discussing her new novel, Mukherjee took the
opportunity to defame Sikhs and Mulims. She talked about
Sikh and Muslim fundamentalists and terrorists while
ignoring the scourge of Hindu fundamentalists and
terrorists in India. She talked about fund raising by Sikh
and Muslim terrorists in  Gurdwaras and mosques,
respectively, while making no mention of the financial
sources of BJP and its terrorist affiliates like Shiv Sena,
RSS, VHP and Bajrang Dal. Of course, Hindus who believe
in their ideology support them. Moreover, these organizations
are actively raising funds from overseas Hindus including US
corporations. For example, for the last thirteen years, US-
based charity, the India Development and Relief Fund
(IDRF), has reportedly misused American corporate
philanthropy to fund RSS-affiliated organizations. For
instance, the IDRF obtained vast sums of money from
CISCO, a leading technology company in the US with a
substantial number of Hindus on its rolls by saying that its
activities are “secular” since the company rules explicitly
prohibit donations to organizations of a “religious” nature.
These are some of the findings presented in a 91-page report

by the “Campaign to Stop Funding Hate (TCTSFH)”, a
coalition of professionals, students, workers, artists and
intellectuals. In the first phase of its campaign, “Project
Saffron Dollar”, the TCTSFH plans to write to large
American corporations to guard against funding to IDRF,
Biju Mathew, a spokesman for TCTSFH said [The Sikh
Blletin, Jan. 2003, p 28].

Hindu fundamentalism has many faces. While BJP and
its terrorist affiliates -- RSS, VHP, Shiv Sena, Barjang
Dal and others represent the “violent face”, Mahatma
Gandhi represents the “peaceful face”, Jawahar Lal
Nehru represents the “liberal face” and people like
Mukherjee represent the “intellectual face”. But their
goal is the same — the supremacy of Hindus and the
subjugation of others.

For instance, in 1950, the Congress party led by Nehru
adopted the Indian Constitution declaring Sikhs as Hindus,
in spite of vigorous opposition from the Sikh
representatives, Hukam Singh and Bhopinder Singh Mann.
Their objections were over ruled and the constitution was
adopted. No Sikh has ever signed the Indian
Constitution. The Sikhs have been protesting against this
unspeakable crime ever since. The world community has
been hoodwinked into believing that India is world’s
biggest democracy, whereas in reality it is the biggest
tyranny of majority over minorities. Where else in this
world has the majority community decided the “religious
identity” of the minority community? Later on, the
Congress government imposed “Hindu Code BiIll”
(personal law) on the Sikhs, while exempting Muslims and
Christians in order to mislead the Muslim and Christians
nations about the -- liberal, tolerant and peaceful nature of
the Hindus. The Indian rulers have killed more Indians
since 1947 than the British colonists killed in 300 year.
More than 90% of the victims were Muslims, Christians
and Sikhs, who constitute about 15% of the population
of India. Hindu intellectuals like Mukherjee are covering
the crimes of “Indian rulers” against minorities, while at the
same time carrying out a campaign of false information
against minorities.

In her interview Mukherjee asserted, “She and her journalist
husband have investigated the June 23, 1985 bombing of ill-
fated Air India flight, Al-182. Their investigation has
established that “Sikh terrorists”, who want to create an
independent state of “Khalistan” carried out the bombing of
that plane.” It is a calculated statement to malign the Sikh
community and to cover the crimes of “Indian rulers”.

The bogey of Khalistan was created by Indra Gandhi to
destroy the vibrant Sikh community, which constitutes
only 2% of India’s population. When Indra Gandhi
imposed “emergency” on the country in 1975, the Congress
party and communists supported her. The so-called “free
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press” buckled under pressure and some of the journalists
called “emergency” a necessary and positive step, while
others started serenading Indra Gandhi and her son, Sanjay.
No political party except the Shiromani Akali Dal took up the
challenge to oppose the imposition of emergency; the only
other exception was the Rashtriya Swym Sevak Sangh (RSS).
However, its chief, Balasaheb Deoras, while still in jail
pleaded for a compromise, and RSS periodicals started
praising Indra Gandhi and her son Sanjay, whereas the Sikhs
continued their agitation against emergency. According to
the Amnesty International, 140,000 persons were
detained without trial during the emergency, and of them
60,000 were Sikhs. When the whole of India lay prostrate
before Indra and her son Sanjay, the anti-emergency agitation
by the Sikhs was taken as a personal affront by Indra Gandhi.
She made up her mind to teach the Sikhs a lesson once and
for all — she wanted to destroy the enterprising Sikh
community.

An obscure country preacher, Sant Jarnail Singh
Bhindranwala with no formal education was projected as
a great spiritual leader and foisted on the Sikhs through
the machination of the central government. He was well
financed and armed and finally installed with the help of
musclemen (criminals) in the Golden Temple complex,
the most important and sacred center of the Sikhs. In
order to find a justification to attack the Golden Temple
complex, Indra Gandhi started accusing Bhindranwale of
being an extremist and separatist. Additionally,
“intelligence service agencies” hired criminal and
depraved elements from the Sikh community to do the
dirty work for them. People like Jagjit Singh Chauhan,
were sent overseas to mislead the Sikh community and to
malign it internationally. He declared himself as the
president of so-called Khalistan while he was staying in
England. Others like Sohan Singh Boparai went to
Pakistan to carry out the propaganda for the so-called
Khalistan.

In the beginning of 1984, the government ordered the
military to make preparations for the attack on the Golden
Temple complex. Similar instructions were given to highly
trained commandos, a secret outfit of RAW at Chakrata,
where they had a large replica of the Golden Temple
complex for practical exercises. By the end of May over
100,000 Indian troops were sent to Punjab (an area of about
25000 sg. miles). These troops spread throughout Punjab
surrounding almost all the major Gurdwaras. On June 4,
1984, Indian army attacked Golden Temple complex with
tanks and heavy weapons to flush out Bhindranwale and
his forty associates. The government knew it very well
that June 4 was a sacred day for the Sikhs. Thousands of
Sikh _men, women and children, who had come to
Amritsar to celebrate the martyrdom of Guru Arjan Dev,
were Killed in that attack. From that day onwards Sikhs,

particularly young men became the target of Indian
military, police and organized Hindu mobs. May be as
many as 250,000 Sikhs were killed from 1984 to 1996,
thousands were jailed and tortured, hundreds of women
were raped and tortured in jails, and property worth
billions of dollars was destroyed and looted.

After the assassination of Indra Gandhi, there was organized
massacre of Sikhs all over India under the direction of the
Congress Party. In Delhi, the capital of India, thousands of
Sikhs were killed by mobs led by congress leaders while the
military and police looked the other way. About twenty
thousand Sikhs were Killed in that carnage all over India. To
divert the attention of the world community from the
their heinous crimes, the Indian rulers ordered their
agents in the West to commit outrageous acts to blame
the Sikhs. Bombing Air India flight, Al-182 was one
such atrocious act.

No responsible Sikh or Sikh organization has ever called
for a separate Sikh State. The Khalistan movement was
created by Indra Gandhi and her successors to destroy
the Sikh community. Jagjit Singh Chauhan, the self
proclaimed president of Khalistan is back in India living
on government pension. Sohan Singh Boparari and
General Bhullar are living in Chandigarh. Sohan Singh
Boparai’s son Swaran Singh Boparai has been appointed
as a vice chancellor of Punjabi University. He has no
prior academic experience. Would Mukherjee explain why
the Indian government did not take any action against
Chauhan and Boparai, the leaders of so-called Khalistan!
Instead, they have been richly rewarded?

Furthermore, on the eve of President Clinton’s visit to
India, there was a massacre of innocent Sikhs in a village
in the Kashmir Valley. Until then the Sikhs were safe in
the Kashmir Valley. The massacre of the Sikhs was carried
out to draw President Clinton’s attention to the situation in
Kashmir. It is difficult to imagine that this dastardly act was
the work of Kashmiri militants or Pakistani agents as it
would have been very detrimental to their cause in the eyes
of President Clinton and world community. Most probably,
Indian agents carried out this massacre to blame Pakistan
and Kashmiri Muslims for the Kashmir problem. After all,
didn’t Lord Krishna during the battle of Mahabharata advise
the Pandvas to break all the accepted principles of war and
urge them to do whatever was required to win the battle?
Verily, the truth lies in victory (Satyamevajayate). So far
the Indian Government has refused to investigate this
massacre. May be Mukhejee and her journalist husband with
their investigative skills could find out the perpetrators of
the heinous crime. [The Sikh Bulletin, Nov. 2001; May &
Dec. 2002].

Finally, Mr. Moyer, may be you should do your own
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investigation to find out what is happening to the minorities
in India, the so-called world’s biggest democracy. May be
what you will find, would sober you up.
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Asia Watch

[Bharati Mukherjee teaches in the Dept. of English, University
of Berkeley, 322 Wheeler Hall, Berkeley, Ca. 94720-4130. ED.]
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SIKHS DO NOT SPREAD A.1.D.S
From: Jagtar Singh Jachak, Former Religious Minister at
Harmandir Sahib (Golden Temple, Amritsar, India), Ex-
International Sikh Missionary, S.G.P.C. (elected body of
Sikhs worldwide) Amritsar. Presently Head priest, The Sikh
Forum Inc. 100 Lattingtown Road, Glen Cove, NY 11542,
Phone: 1-516-674-6793, Email:jachakji@aol.com

To: Hon. George W. Bush, President of the United States of
America, The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW,
Washington, DC 20500 president@whitehouse.gov June 17,
2003.

Sub: Sikhs do not spread A.I1.D.S. Sikhs cannot be held
responsible.

Dear Mr. President, Greetings.

This is to invite your kind attention to the fact that C.I.A. has
alleged (vide a reliable report published in the June 20
edition of Sher-E-Panjab Weekly, NY and June 13 issue of
Hamdard Weekly, Toronto: both Punjabi language
newspapers) that Sikhs are responsible for the widespread
incidence of A.I.D.S. in India. | seek to inform you that this
allegation is absolutely and utterly ill founded and baseless,
and that it is a clearly visible attempt at creating hatred, ill-
will, malice and disrespect for Sikhs, amongst the residents
of the entire 'global village', the international community.
This appears to be a well conceived and orchestrated
conspiracy to discredit Sikhs. It seems that the C.1.A. has,
willingly, fallen into the net of Indian governmental
agencies, whose primary aspiration and ambition is to
destroy Sikh identity. This allegation is further ridiculous
because no religion, race, nation, community or group can (or
must) be held accountable for any isolated individual act of
fraud, violence or spread of an epidemic.

Sikhism is the only world religion that strictly prohibits pre-
marital and extra-marital sexual relations. Sri Guru Granth
Sahib (S.G.G.S.: The Scripture of Sikhism) is vehement in
denouncing (and forbidding) any such act that may be
termed sexual promiscuity. The Scripture advises, without
mincing words, that such acts are equivalent to “playing
with a venomous snake” (Pg. No. 403 of S.G.G.S.) Such an
inter-play between human bodies has been termed "an open
and wild display of carnal instincts". While snakebite may
only result in physical death, such a sinful act as sexual-
indulgence (outside of wedlock) is "moral demise" in
addition to a gradually crawling bodily death through deadly
disease.

Sikhs have been advised by their Guru to play it safe by
avoiding this "play"”, to stay away from this dangerous
"game". The Sikh Code of Conduct, too, has incorporated
sexual promiscuity as a cardinal sin. Therefore, it can be
safely asserted that a Sikh would never venture to indulge in
a sinful act, as mentioned hereinabove. Those Punjabi-
speaking drivers who have been accused of such acts are
(most apparently, evidently and obviously) not Sikhs (it
must be noted, at this juncture, that Punjabi is the mother-
tongue of many non-Sikhs, and not only of Sikhs). A Sikh is
one who obeys the Guru's advice, unflinchingly. Sikhs
comprise a mere 2% of India's total populace. Now it is
worth pondering that how many of this percentage are
drivers? The answer is: "a very negligible number”. The
Sikhs have been renowned, worldwide, as being amongst
the most loyalist and trustworthy, the finest and the bravest
soldiers including those in the World War theaters). They
are also a very industrious and hardworking, enterprising
people, engaged in all the professions as also in agriculture.
They are very educated, and are widespread, globally. These
facts have been acknowledged by the American media. The
following points are really beyond comprehension, thereby
requiring consideration:

Don't other communities have drivers amongst their rank
and file? Are there no non-Sikh drivers in India? Why this
special honor has been specifically awarded to the driver
community? Don't people belonging to other professions
travel far and wide? Are other people immune to the risk of
falling prey to carnal lust? Don't they and can't they indulge
in illicit relationships? Is A.L.D.S. prevalent only in the
countries listed in the report? It is a noteworthy fact that
modern-day jet setters are capable of globetrotting, thereby
traversing even thousands of miles in a day. They can, they
may, and they actually do hop from one bed to another in a
matter of a single day. | hope that you would kindly give
this serious matter a very serious consideration that it
deserves. You are requested to direct the C.I.A. to offer an
apology to Sikhs, realizing that the report has hurt the Sikh
psyche and sensibilities. Their identity has been ridiculed,
and they have been subjected to mental anguish. The report
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shall misguide all others to look down upon Sikhs with
disrespect, mistrust, hatred, malice, and contempt. The Sikhs,
all over, are feeling really upset about the whole scenario.
The Sikh Gurus, starting from the Founder Guru Nanak
(1469-1539) had cautioned humanity about the horrendous
consequences of this menace of unbridled sexual liberation
and openness. All humanity should, therefore, be indebted to
Sikh Gurus, for such words of wisdom and foresight, over
five hundred years, ahead of time. Sincerely,

Sd/- Jagtar Singh Jachak

*kkkk

SIKH SCHOLARS FROM USA AND CANADA
EMPHASIZE ETERNALITY OF GURU GRANTH

TEACHINGS
Harbans Lal, PhD., D.Litt (hons) Arlington, TX

Richmond, USA. The Guru Granth teachings were described
as suitable for metamorphosis of human mind to god
consciousness in the millennium of bio-spiritual evolution at
the Second Annual Seminar on Sikhism held near the
nation’s capital in Richmond, Virginia, on May31- June 1,
2003.

The symposium sponsored by the Sikh Association of
Central Virginia and held at the Crown Plaza Hotel,
Richmond for the academic part and the local Gurdwara the
following day for the religious part. It attracted scholars from
USA and Canada. Participants came from as far as
California, British Columbia and Quebec. Dr. Ravinder
Singh Kohli, President of the Association welcomed the
participants and Dr. Baljit Singh Sidhu conducted the
proceedings.

Dr. Cliff Edward, Dean of Religious Studies of Virginia
Commonwealth University, inaugurated the seminar with
complement to Sikh scholars and Sikh communities who
provide knowledge on the Guru Granth to American
universities.

Gurbakhsh Singh Kala Afghana of Singh Sabha
International emphasized that all of the Sikh gurus
expounded the same philosophy of universality by producing
the eternal scripture, Sri Guru Granth Sahib. This scripture
was complete and final; Sikh communities may not need any
other writings for their guidance. Kuldip Singh Chairman of
Educational Task Force of World Sikh Council said that there
was no place for personality worship in Sikh Religion. The
followers were directed to get the guidance from the
"Shabad" that is contained in our holy Scriptures - Sri Guru
Granth Sahib.

Dr. Harbans Lal, President of the Academy of Guru Granth
Studies said that the Infinite Wisdom (Vaheguru) revealed
the Sacred Words of Sikh Faith to Guru Nanak on the Day of

Full Moon in September-October 1499. Further revelations
to him, his successors, and selected holy men constitute the
text of Sri Guru Granth Sahib. He described the Guru
Granth formulation to elevate human mind to god
consciousness in the millennium of bio-spiritual evolution.

Dr. Devindrer Singh Sekhon of Alberta, Canada, spoke on
the concept of hugam or divine will in the Guru Granth. He
described it as the laws created by God to manage the whole
universe.

Kulbir S Thind, MD spoke on the uniqueness of Guru
Nanak's hymns. No one before him had written against the
fraudulent clerics of all religions, as well the hypocrisy of
many religious practices.

Dr. Devinder Singh Chahal, President of Institute of
Understanding Sikhism, defined the term Guru and its
relation with Sabd. He further proposed to respond to a
question as who is Guru in Sikhism and how is Gurbani
defined in Sikhism.

Youth leader, Jasbir Singh who is president of Humbhi
urged the Sikh community to preserve the sanctity of
guruship and take corrective measures of any catastrophic
malaise.

Dr. Gurbax Singh of Shromani Gurdwara Parbhandhak
Committee, Amritsar, spoke on the teachings of the Guru
Granth by saying that, do not divide people into Hindus and
Muslims (into different religions). They are all children of
the same common Father, hence equal; they should,
therefore, live as brothers and sisters. No one is high or low
by birth (or by race, country, status, etc.). No prophet or
community has sole rights or a monopoly on God. Anyone
who loves god realizes Him. He further stated that Gurbani
is probably the only scripture which respects the human
rights of women and gives them a respectable status.

Avtar Singh Dhaliwal, MD, FACS, Tri-City Sikh
Association, Johnson City, Tennessee spoke on SU(n)N
which he described as the fundamental state of equipoise
where the Absolute God exists in Primordial Trance.
Gurbani emphasizes the Creation as a part of Creator (God)
and, according to His ‘Will” it has occurred several times

Kulwant Singh Khokhar, MD, spoke on how the Sikh
holy hymns guide humanity to promote good citizenship
both for this world and for spiritual uplift. He further
narrated the place given to women in the Sikh society.

Hardev Singh Shergill, Editor of the Sikh Bulletin,
described how Guru Granth teachings changed his life.
There is no aspect of human endeavor that the Guru Granth
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does not touch upon.

Dr. Gurpal Singh Bhullar and Dr. Kanwalcharan Singh
Sahni moderated discussion sessions of the conference where
concerns of the audience were discussed by the panel of
attending scholars.

Dr. Harbans Lal, President of the Academy of Guru Granth
Studies, released Guru Granth Reference Library on Gurbani
CD and honored its creator/author, Dr. K. S. Thind as Guru
Granth Scholar of the Academy. The CD contains original
Guru Granth in Gurmukhi with transliteration in Hindi and
Roman. It contains Guru Granth translations in English, a
dictionary and some exegeses by Sikh scholars along with
electronic tools for research on Guru Granth teachings.

The scholars speaking at the conference were honored at the
end by Harmohinder S Bawa, Chairman Board of Trustees
of the Sikh Association of Central Va.

The Seminar held for the whole day on May 31, continued
the following day in the Richmond Gurdwara. Following a
religious service and daily kirtan, Hardev Singh Shergill
spoke on a need for a new renascence movement among the
Sikhs. Kuldip Singh warned Sikhs against many inroads of
those who are really not well-wishers of the Sikh community.

Dr. Kulbir Singh Thind presented an interactive workshop
on use of Gurbani CD as a research tool to study Guru
Granth teachings.

The Seminar and publication of CD were dedicated to Quad-
Centennial Celebration of the First Compilation of Guru
Granth in 1604. The Seminar Proceedings will be edited and
published by the Sikh Association. A copy of the abstracts is
available from Dr. Baljit Singh Sidhu (Email:
bsidhu0221@hotmail.com).

COMMENTARY ON DR. HARBANS LAL ET AL

Dr. Harbans Lal:

The readers of The Sikh Bulletin know that my language can
sometimes be construed as harsh. The same comment is sometimes
made by some people about the writings of S. Gurbakhsh Singh
Kala Afghana. Where | see his anguish over three centuries of
neglect and distortion of the message of Gurus by the guardians of
Sikhi in his writings, some others see them as crude language. But
how do you sugar coat truth? Gurus did not. So what you read
below is not personal, unpleasant though it may be for some.

This writer went in search of Sikhs as a consequence of an
experience in 1996 with a pseudo Sikh and shocking realization of
the scarcity of real Sikhs. Among others, that brought me in contact
with Dr. Harbans Lal. To my mind the name did not register with
Sikhi. I was even more surprised when | learnt that in 1954 he was
President of All India Sikh Students Federation. Incredulous, | had
to confirm it with my uncle, Prin. Gurbax Singh Shergill, Khalsa

College Amritsar (Retd.), who himself was very active in that
federation at the time of partition in 1947. Subsequently | learnt
that Guru Nanak Dev University awarded him Hon. D. Lit. The
same Univ. had also awarded the same degree to Bhajan Yogi.
Another irony of this Guru Nanak Dev University is that during
Badal’s reign it established ‘Satguru Ram Singh Chair’. A true
Sikh will never accept an honorary degree from this
University.

Dr. Harbans Lal can and does say all the ‘right” things, as he did
during a seminar by ‘Gurmat Vichar Committee’ of Guru Gobind
Singh College, Chandigarh, in November 2002. But he is not
prepared to become a ‘crusader’ for Sikhi revival and reform. He is
for status quo when the crying need of the time is a revolution.
That would be most upsetting to people in authority with whom he
would want to rub shoulders. That is why, on the Internet, he
defends likes of Atty. Gurcharanjit Singh Lamba and Jagjit
Singh Chohan as “respected Sikh Scholar” and “very
respected figure among Sikhs” respectively. “It hurts the Sikh
cause to spread rumours about Sikh leaders in public”, he
says. What he is saying is that unless you produce affidavits from
the RSS and the files of Intelligence agencies, the mere fact that
their activities are inimical to the Sikh cause is no reason to doubt
their sincerity. He is like a honeybee that lands at every flower and
takes what it can. But the end result of honeybee’s efforts is
something valuable to us. End result of Dr. Harbans Lal’s efforts is
the glory of Dr. Harbans Lal. There is nothing in it for the Sikh
Panth.

May 30, 2003 issue of India Journal, published by Premier Media
Inc. of Santa Fe Springs, Ca. carries an article by Roshan Attrey,
‘India’s Secular Democracy Tempers Religious Extremism’. Two
sentences need notice. “Budhism, Jainism, and Sikhism,
minority religions, remain linked to Hinduism to the extent
their followers in India have considered it valuable”... “
Sikhism, founded by Guru Nanak as part of a large Indian
Protestant movement in 15" century, became militant under
Guru Gobind Singh, 10" Guru to defend India and Hinduism
against increasing oppression by Muslim rulers...” Really?
Subtle? Were it not the Brahmins and Hindu Rajas who colluded
with the Muslim rulers against the Guru and were it not the
Muslim subjects that sided with the Guru?

I am told this is a Sikh publication.

In the same vein one of the statements made by Dr. Harbans
Lal in the above-mentioned seminar in Richmond, VA was,
“Guru Nanak encouraged teerath yatra to engage in
interreligious dialogue.” In contrast S. Kala Afghana said,

“GGS will never get obsolete; read it, understand it and bring
about a change in your life; there is no problem that we face in life
that cannot be resolved by it. Why Guruship for it? Man can
change but GGS cannot and would not””. And we have allowed
Satguru Ram Singh Chair to be established at GNU!

Dr. Gurbakhsh Singh Gill

In this seminar Dr. Lal associates Singh Sabha International with
S. Gurbakhsh Singh Kala Afghana when he knows better. It was a
mischief on his part to connect a ‘controversial’ author with SSI to
make this movement of Sikhi revival and reform controversial. The
fact is that this writer got the inspiration for the need for revival
and reform of Sikhi from Gurbakhsh Singh Kala Afghana but the
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christening of the movement, Singh Sabha International, is the
brainchild of Dr. Gurbakhsh Singh Gill. Credit must be given where
credit is due. Dr. Gill was present at this seminar but not when S.
Kala Afghana spoke. Dr. Harbans Lal arranged for Kala Afghana to
be the first speaker by telling him that that was due to the high
esteem he was held in. Reality was that he was doing a favour to Dr.
Gill, an employee of S.G.P.C., who he thought would not want to be
present when S. Kala Afghana spoke. Dr. Gill arranged to come to
the conference late.

Next day, at the Gurdwara Sahib before the Sangat, | made the
connection of both Gurbakhsh Singhs to the SSI clear. Here in lies
the crux of our degeneration and malady that afflicts us. We are
inclined to go with the flow rather than take a stand for the truth,
which is real Sikhi; and it can be very lonely. This is even more
puzzeling since Dr. Gill has made a very significant contribution to
the education of diaspora youth, written many books (please see p.3
for an excellent article by him) and at Kala Afghana’s request read his.
This is what he has to say: “In general | agree with Kala Afghana
for his brave and daring statements in his books. I have been
writing the same thing but wrapped in good words. | was sure
that no body can stand his logic and | am in a position to justify
all what he wrote.” Then why are you, Dear Uncle, allowing
Jathedar Vedanti, Akhand Kirtani Jatha, Damdami Taksal and RSS
to crucify Kala Afghana with your silence? In defense of Dr. Kharak
Singh you have stated that, “Dr Kharak Singh in the meeting
observed that Kala Afghana has done a great service in pointing
out the Brahmanical rituals, which have crept in the Sikh
society.” Then why is Dr. Kharak Singh silent along with you?

Dr. Tarlochan Singh Nahal

Last year at the SSI conference in Roseville and week prior in
Fresno, Tarlochan Singh Nahal had played a very idiotic role of
leading noisy demonstration supported by Brahmins of Sikhi, the
Akhand Kirtani Jatha (See SB July 2002). | was curious as to what
kind of a Dr. he was. He is neither MD, nor Veterinary. | was
incredulous when | learned he was Ph.D. It all made sense when |
learned that Dr. Harbans Lal was the one who conferred the degree
on him in a restaurant in Los Angeles. At this conference in
Richmond | had an opportunity to ask Dr. Lal about the university.
He could not remember the name but it was a Canadian university.
Obviously a mail order university. Alumni are reflections of the
caliber of the university. In one of his Internet exchanges he writes:
“Kala Afghana deserves absolutely no mercy. He deserved to be
declared ‘Tankhaiya”. What arrogance! What stupidity!

Dr. Amarjit Singh of Khalistan Affairs Centre & Dr. Pritpal
Singh of American Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee

These two gentlemen are neither MDs, nor Veterinarians, nor PhDs.
If a person really has a genuine commitment to a cause why does he
have to embellish his credentials? [Hardev Singh Shergill]

*kkk*k

BODIES OPPOSE SEVA BY WOMEN
Tribune News Service
Amritsar, May 6, 2003
Even as a five-member committee constituted by the SGPC will
meet on May 8 to take a decision on the issue of gender
discrimination, the SGPC has succeeded in procuring the consent
of many Sikh organisations that baptised women should not be
allowed to perform seva inside the sanctum sanctorum of the

Golden Temple as per age-old traditions. Mr. Ajaib Singh,
Manager, Darbar Sahib, admitted that he had sent a circular
to many Sikh organisations seeking their consent on the
matter. He said a majority of the organisations in their reports
conveyed that the old traditions, which prohibit women from
performing seva or Kirtan inside the Golden Temple, should
continue.

There is no gender discrimination in Sikhism. The Religious
Advisory Committee of the SGPC had decided in 1944 that women
should be allowed to perform seva in the Golden Temple. Sikh
high priests, including the then acting Jathedar, Akal Takht, Prof
Manjit Singh, and the present incumbent, Giani Joginder Singh
Vedanti, had led a jatha of US-based women inside the sanctum
sanctorum in the mid-nineties for performing seva. However, a lot
of hue and cry was raised when two UK-based baptised Sikh
women were stopped from performing seva at the Golden Temple.
Bibi Mejinderpal Kaur said she had specially come to the Golden
Temple on the personal assurance of Jathedar Vedanti, who had
told the Sikh sangat of the UK that women were allowed to
perform seva, as Sikhism did not preach discrimination.

The five-member committee constituted for the purpose
included Giani Balwant Singh, Jathedar, Damdama Sahib, Dr
Darshan Singh, Dr Kharak Singh, Bibi Kartar Kaur and Bibi
Amarjit Kaur Sekhwan, both executive members of the SGPC

*kkkk

AKHAND KIRTNI JATHA’S STAND IS DENIAL
OF HISTORY.

Guru never introduced the current ‘maryada’ in Golden
Temple!

“Noted Panthic organization Akhand Kirtani Jatha
(International) has described as unfortunate the issue of
Sikh women’s desire to undertake service at the holy
Sachkhand Sri Harmandir Sahib being made the subject of
a controversy. Issuing a statement on behalf of Jatha Chief
Bhai Ram Singh, the vice-chief Bhai Baldev Singh said,
“There is no difference between physical bodies of man and
women and as per Gurmat teachings, spiritually both enjoy
equal rights. Only God, the creator is man. He is ‘husband’
God and the rest are all women,” he said. Among all
beings, the ‘Akal Purkh’ summons ‘Amritdhari’ Sikh men
and women in the holy presence to perform service,” said
Bhai Baldev Singh. He also said that benevolent Sikh
women, true to ‘rehat’ had set such examples of martyrdom
by sacrificing their families, which are without a parallel.
He said, ‘In the light of Gurbani, there is mention of Mata
Kheevi, who rendered service in the Guru’s ‘langar’
(common kitchen), Mata Sahib Kaur who enjoys the honour
of being called the mother of the Panth, and Mata Bhag
Kaur who guided the *40 Muktas’ on the path of aligning
with the Guru’. Bhai Baldev Singh further said: ‘If Sikh
women have not lagged behind in rendering service, Panth
too has never discriminated against them.” He said that only
recently Bibi Jagir Kaur was made the President of the
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Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee which office
she served with aplomb. He said that it was not known
under what political design Sikh women were demanding
that they should be permitted to perform ‘Kirtan’ and
‘Sewa’ at Sri Harmandir Sahib. He said, “Sachkhand Sri
Harmandir Sahib was revealed by Sri Guru Ram Das Ji
Maharaj for our salvation, the denizens of ‘Kalyuga’ and the
‘maryada’ introduced by Sri Guru Arjan Dev Ji should be
followed in toto. If Sikh women have until today remained
deprived of rendering ‘Sewa’ at Harmandir Sahib, Panth has
never stopped them from rendering ‘sewa’ in other Sikh
places of worship, then Guru knows best as to why he did so.
Panth should continue with the ‘maryada’ currently being
followed at Sri Harmandir Sahib.”

After giving a true appreciation of history and Sikh
philosophy, Bhai Baldev Singh concludes by asserting that
the present ‘maryada’ being followed at Sri Darbar Sahib was
introduced by Guru Arjan Dev Ji and if even under this
‘maryada’, ‘sewa’ has not been entrusted to the Sikh women,
‘Guru knows it better’, and we should quietly follow the
current ‘maryada’ whatever it is.

Anyone with a little acquaintance with Sikh history, knows it
full well that maryada practiced by Guru Arjun Dev at
Darbar Sahib was stopped the very day ‘Har Ji’ took
possession of it (Darbar Sahib). After his death, the Amritsar
‘Sangat’ (Sikh congregation) sent Singhs (Sikhs) to Guru
Gobind Singh Sahib at Anandpur Sahib and requested him to
re-introduce “Guru-maryada’ at Sri Darbar Sahib. Guru Ji
did not go there himself but sent Bhai Mani Singh to
Amritsar.  Bhai Mani Singh got the ‘Guru-maryada’
introduced, but after him, Nirmala Sadhus and ‘mahants’
(priestsO gained control over Sri Darbar Sahib. Since then, it
is not ‘Guru-maryada, but the ‘Brahmin-introduced
maryada’ which is being followed at Sri Darbar Sahib. A
full glimpse of this so-called ‘maryada’ can be had from
“Gurbilas Patshahi 6’, which contradicts Gurmat at every
step and elevates Brahmanism. History bears witness to
the fact that till the year 1840 at least, narration and
explication of Gurbani continued to be done at Sri Darbar
Sahib, the couplet “Raj Karega Khalsa’ was recited there
daily and the ‘parkash asthan’ (placed where Guru Sahib is
installed) too was never bathed and washed with milk. It is
highly deluding and amounts to encouraging Brahmanism to
say that Guru Sahib deliberately prescribed a different
‘maryada’ for Sri Darbar Sahib because he had established
Sri Darbar Sahib for the salvation of the people living in the
age of ‘Kalyuga’. While Gurmat does not grant recognition
to the Hindu ‘places of pilgrimage’ which the Brahmins
describe as gods-created gates of salvation, our ‘Brahmins’
(priests) do not hesitate to concoct similar stories about Sri
Darbar Sahib and attribute them (stories) to the Guru. The
Guru gave only ‘Dhur Ki Bani’ [utterance emanating from
the primal One] for the salvation of human beings and not

pilgrim-stations. That is a separate subject, which is the
central point of Gurmat. However in history, we find
incontrovertible evidence that the current ‘maryada’ being
followed at Sri Darbar Sahib was not started by Guru, but
was introduced by Brahmins, mahants (priestsO, Nirmalas
and Udasis only. To judge whether this ‘maryada’ is right
or not, Guru himself has given us the touchstone of Gurbani.
Just as in comparison with the Timeless One, gods and
goddesses, avatars and prophets are of no consequence,
similarly, every such ‘maryada’ is useless as cannot be
proved to be true when tested on the touchstone of Gurbani-
even if this ‘maryada’ was being followed for 500 years.
When by saluting Dadu’s grave and instituting a practice
which proved useless on the touchstone of Gurbani, the
Guru tried to test his Sikhs, he only wanted to teach them
that for a Sikh, only that ‘maryada’ and ‘dharam’ (religion)
is acceptable which goes well with Gurbani. Even the Guru
himself did not keep for himself the right to approve of any
‘maryada’, which was outside the ambit of Gurbani. Why
do our present-day Brahmins, by inventing improbable
stories, wish to make Sikhism an antiquated religion? Well,
if they are incapable of changing their Brahminical
temperament, they should at least not associate this
falsehood with the Guru’s name and say that the present
anti-gurmat ‘maryada’ was started by the Guru. History is
very clear on this subject and if anybody has any doubts on
this score, the “Spokesman” is ready and willing to dispel
those doubts and misconceptions. Before associating the
Guru’s name with the Brahmanical ‘maryada’, had they
scanned the pages of history, this delusion and

misconception could have been avoided, perhaps.
[Courtesy: The Spokesman Weekly’s Monthly Issue April 2003, as it
appeared in the ‘Ajit’. ED]
*kkkk

DISTORTION OF SIKH HISTORY
NCERT IS AT IT AGAIN

Dear S. Hardev Singh Shergill Ji,
Waheguru ji Ka Khalsa, Waheguru ji ki Fateh!

Since the publication of my letter in your bulletin in the
month of January 2003 (see pp 1-7) the situation regarding
distortion of Sikh History has become much more serious.
After the removal of objectionable remarks from the earlier
edition of the book, a new type of distortion of Sikh History
has been introduced in the newly published book. How the
things have happened, the publication of news items, which
I am sending herewith, (see below) would reveal the
whole story. Even after admitting that the remarks as
published in the new book are objectionable, the same have
not been removed till today. The book as such has been
prescribed from this new academic session, which started
from 1% April 2003. Except for the publication of the news
items, no serious steps have been taken by the major Sikh
organization. | feel frustrated and confused in the absence
of support for countering the attack on Sikh history.
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The pressure around the Sikhs and Sikhism, both nationally
and internationally, was never so serious as it is during the
present period. What has gone wrong with the Sikhs
everywhere? It is a serious question, and needs deep
introspection. The Sikhs would have to evolve an effective
mechanism at the international level, if they wish to save
Sikhism in its pristine glory. With regards,

M.S. RAHI, Chandigarh

THE INDIAN EXPRESS

CHANDIGARH, FRIDAY - JANUARY 10, 2003

NCERT history texts irk sangat

S.P. SINGH, CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 9

SLAMMING the NCERT’s new history books, particularly the
way Sikhism has been projected in these, community gatherings in
city gurdwaras today expressed their determination to oppose the
new texts to spirited cries of Bole So Nihal. Senior advocate Dr. M.
S. Rahi made an impassioned plea at a city gurdwara against the
new NCERT books — ‘Modern India’ for Class XII and *
Medieval India’ for Class XI — and said these were pushing a line
“which was a complete antithesis of the Sikh tenets.”

“l am fighting a case in the Punjab and Haryana High Court, and
NCERT presented the printed book ‘Medieval India’ by one Jain
before the Court on January 6. Now | have to respond before the
Court on January 16, but you must empower me to speak on behalf
of the sangat by passing a resolution, “Dr Rahi told the gathering at
the Sector 34 gurdwara.

So charged was the congregation that slogans of Bole So Nihal
reverberated for quite some time. “It is not my personal case. The
entire panth has to be taken into confidence. We will also be
approaching the SGPC and the Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Management
Committee for support on the issue, “Dr. Rahi later told The Indian
Express.

The litigant in the case is Guru Nanak Universal Brotherhood
Society, of which Dr. Rahi is himself the general secretary, while
the Union of India and the NCERT are among those impleaded as
parties to the ‘NCERT distorting Sikh history’ Case, now being
heard by Justice J S Narang.

Dr. Rahi said guru Gobind Singh has been depicted as a devotee of
Goddess Chandi, a description that is an anathema to Sikhs. Also,
the new book obfuscates the issue of Sikhs’ distinct identity.

“We had filed the case as the earlier version of the book
by Satish Chandra had objectionable references. But instead of
removing these, the NCERT has come up with the new re-written
book by a different author which includes even more subtle anti-
Sikh references,” Dr. Rahi said.

The new version, he said will become part of the syllabi from the
next academic year. The Amarinder Singh Government, however,
has already made it clear that it will not introduce new NCERT
books, which allegedly saffronise the humanities studies, but the
decision does not cover the private school sector. Dr. Rahi said the
fact that the NCERT chose to submit a printed version of the
book, and not the draft, has aggrieved him since it portends
mischief.

He said he planned to continue his campaign to generate awareness
among Sikh masses about the issue “and my decision to address
the gathering at the gurdwara on the occasion of gurpurab is part of
these efforts.”

THE TRIBUNE News Service, Chandigarh, January 15

SIKH GROUP OPPOSES NCERT REFERENCES

The NCERT syllabus book “Medieval India” prescribed for Class
X1 mentions that Guru Nanak “renounced” the world contrary to
the Sikh philosophy and Guru Gobind Singh is described as “a
devotee of Goddess Chandi” despite the faith accepting no “avtar”
between God and humanity.

These facts were brought to light by the Sikh Core Group member,
Dr. M. S. Rahi, before the group in a meeting held here yesterday.
Dr. Rahi said, on page 175 of the book on the Sikh revolt against
the Mughals there was a reference that says, “The fact that these
were all non-Islamic communities naturally raises the question
whether these can be described as Hindu resistance movements.”
He said the implication that all the non-Islamic communities were
Hindus was an anti-thesis of independent Sikh identity.

He said the mention of renunciation about Guru Nanak on page
125 was alien to the Sikh theological thought. Dr. Rahi said the
reference to Guru Gobind Singh on page 178 also goes against
Sikhism, which does not accept any intermediary between God and
man. Members of the group urged the SGPC President to take up
the matter of distortion of the Sikh history and doctrine and take a
lead in countering the recurring attempts allegedly being
engineered through the NCERT books to subvert the fundamental
teachings of Sikhism.

The group asked the SGPC to constitute a standing committee of
scholars to monitor publications for ensuring authentic output.
It recommended that the committee should screen all
textbooks prescribed in educational institutions and elsewhere and
suggest rectification, if any.
The group has also sought a statement from the SGPC President
against the distortion of history. The group supported the Punjab
Government for filing a petition in the Supreme Court on the
issues recommended by the group. Appreciating efforts of the Akal
Takht Jathedar Joginder Singh Vedanti for the publication of the
Nanakshahi calendar, it urged Jathedar Vedanti to introduce the
calendar soon.

THE TRIBUNE NEWS Service, New Delhi, January 17
NCERT TO REMOVE OBJECTIONABLE PORTIONS

The NCERT has agreed to change objectionable portions regarding
Sikhs from Class XI books. The Vice Chairman of the National
Commission for Minorities, Mr. Tarlochan Singh, reacting to a
news report in The Tribune, had convened a meeting of senior
NCERT officials yesterday on Thursday. The officials led by
Secretary of the NCERT, Mr. Satandra Singh, assured the
commission that they would “remove all objectionable portions.”
Mr. Tarlochan Singh said he was consulting specialists in Sikh
history to study the NCERT books. The scholars apart from
pointing out the objectionable potions would also provide authentic
details.

The Sikhs Core Group member, Dr. M. S. Rahi, had pointed out to
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several denigrating references to the Sikh Gurus and wrong
interpretation of historical facts. The NCERT officials, has
apologized for the denigrating references and stated that the meager
time period for the preparation of the book had resulted in the
‘error.” The book stated that Guru Nanak ‘renounced the world’
and Guru Gobind Singh was described as ‘a devotee of Goddess
Chandi’ despite the fact that Sikhism as a faith did not accept any
“Avtar” between God and humanity.

[In the book ‘Living Religions’ by Mary Pat Fisher, who is Coordinator of
International Communications, Gobind Sadan Institute for Advanced Studies
in Comparative Religion, Guru Nanak is presented as, “little concerned with
things of the earth...roamed about in nature rather than working...” The
chapter on Sikh religion was previewed by Dr. Balkar Singh and this book is
being used as a textbook at Sacramento State University and perhaps at other
universities in California. This is Baba Virsa Singh’s contribution to ‘Sikhi
Parchar’. Baba Virsa Singh was a creation of Hindutva forces. So is Baba
Daljit Singh in Chicago. Any one going to his dera or associating with him is
harming the cause of Sikhi, because like Baba Virsa Singh he is 101% of the
view that Dasam Granth is the writing of Guru Gobind Singh in its entirety.
As long as our Jathedars and Sikh political leaders will keep on honouring
likes of Baba (sorry we have to call him that because he has made it his first
name legally. See SB May 2003 p.4) Daljit Singh by associating with him
we are in danger of creating another Baba Virsa Singh and we really have no
defense against statements like Guru Gobind Singh as ‘a devotee of
Goddess Chandi’. ED]

Note: It was on the basis of the following letter that the news items
were got published by the SGPC and other organizations:

January 7, 2003

To:

1.The President, SGPC, Amritsar

2.The president. Delhi Gurdwara Prabhandak Committee, Delhi
Subject: Regarding the distortion of Sikh History in the newly
published book in November 2002, submitted to the Hon’ble High
Court on 6™ January 2003, which would become part o the syllabus
from April 2003.

Sir,

As you are aware, we are contesting litigation since 1995 in the Pb
& Hy. High Court and the Supreme Court of India against the
distortion of Sikh history in the history textbook of schools
published by NCERT. Due to our continuous efforts, objectionable
remarks against the Sikh Gurus have been removed and one such
book is Medieval India a textbook for class XI

However, in this newly published book distortion has been done in
a very subtle manner. Some of the objectionable remarks occur at
the following pages of the book:

1. At page 125 of the book about guru Nanak it has been written,
“He renounced the world at the age of 30 after a mystical
experience.”

2. Similarly at page 175 about the Sikh revolt against the Mughals
it has been written, “The fact these were all non-Islamic
communities naturally raises the question whether these can be
described as Hindu resistance movements.”

3. Again at page 178 it is written about Guru Gobind Singh, “It is
said that the Guru was a devotee of Goddess Chandi.”

There are other distortions also, which would prove very dangerous
for the Sikhs and Sikhism in the times to come. Independent identity
of Sikhism and its doctrinal novelty must be maintained, if Sikhism
is to survive in its pristine glory.

I am bringing this to your notice so that the matter could be taken up
and discussed at the appropriate levels and objections could be filed

in the Hon’ble High Court, as the next date in the case is 16-1-
2003. Photocopy of the relevant pages is enclosed herewith.
Yours truly, M.S. RAHI, Chandigarh

*kkkk

NANAKSHAHI CALENDAR

Kirpal Singh Nijher's e-mail below separates “the seed from the
husk™ so far as the current, rather heated debate in true Sikh style,
about the Nanakshahi Calendar and its "technical” author, S. Pal
Singh Purewal, is concerned. For the students of the Calendar, my
article "Why the Nanakshahi Calendar?", which appeared in The
Sikh Times (UK) this week is attached. Also reproduced is part of
a table to 2020 prepared by Pal Singh Purewal for the three events
left out of the Calendar (Guru Nanak Prakash, Bandi Chhor Divas
and Hola Mahala.) So, even for these dates we do not have to wait
for the verdict of the Pandit in Jallandhar! (My fuller article in
Panjabi appeared in the two leading UK Panjabi weeklies - one just
cut-pasted it without acknowledgement! Would have been even
more helpful if the same paper had taken up the offer to interview
S. Purewal when he was passing through London.)

Gurmukh Singh, UK

NANAKSHAHI CALENDAR.
Date: Vaisakh 23, 535 NS (Nanakshahi) The way quite a
few of us have started throwing brickbats at the Nanakshahi
Calendar, and it's author, S. Pal Singh Purewal, seem to be
the reflections of our traditional naive behavior of our
playing in the hands of our enemies. In our haste in
judgement some of us has dubbed the Nanakshahi Calendar
as anti-Sikh, anti-Gurmat, not Khalistani enough, or what
ever. Some of us have tried to diminish its importance by
characterizing it as a non-significant event, while others
have dubbed it as a creation of the Brahmins because of the
listing of some Brahmanical events like Sangrands, Masyas,
Punias etc. in the Sikh Jantri. Furthermore, some of us are
upset on the honoring of S. Purewal with an honorary Ph.D.
...Let us stop our brick bating for a moment to separate the
seed from the husk. The confusion, as to who deserves our
"bouquets” & who deserves the "brickbats" seem to come
from the intermingling of the two issues in this one episode.
Those two issues are “"Nanakshahi Calendar" &
"Nanakshahi Jantri." The "Nanakshahi Calendar" is the
work of S. Purewal, while the "Nanakshahi Jantri" is the
creation of our "gang of Deevaas" consisting of our
"Jathedars, (ku) Sadhs, (Ku) Sants, (Ku) Babas, Derawalas,
Taksalias, Brahmanical (Ku)-Jathas, and our spineless Sikh
politicians™ acting under the orders of their Bipar RSS
Masters. For his part, S. Purewal has definitely done a great
service to the Sikh Nation by designing the "Nanakshahi
Calendar" based upon logic, Science, Gurbani, and Sikh
History. This Calendar in fact is the most accurate & logical
way of measuring time till date that is in tune with nature. It
needs the least amount of corrections over time compared to
any other Calendar in existence, including the most popular,
the CE Calendar. Furthermore, rightfully, the name of this
Calendar is based upon the name of the founder of Sikhism.
In its initial presentation by S. Purewal, there was not even
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an iota of Brahmanical Trash in it. Had S. Purewal's original
suggestions been accepted in toto, then there would have
been no confusion about the dates of any of the events of
Sikh History. He did his part with thorough research, and
came up with the most accurate dates for the Sikh events of
celebration. Therefore, it is totally unfair to throw any
brickbat at him at all. From us he deserves nothing but
"bouquets of flowers", lots of thanks, and appreciation for
this work of the far reaching Historical Value The
responsibility of the "screw ups" belongs entirely to the
"Gang of Deevaas," who are under the tight grip of the
Bipars (the Agents of the Brahmanical Snake). They are the
ones who are responsible for the "Nanakshahi Jantri." They
are the ones who have compromised to keep the confusion
intact about the Parkash Utsav of Guru Nanak Sahib, Diwali,
and Holla Mahalla. They are the ones who have interjected
the Brahmanical, non-Sikh events of Sangrand, Masya &
Punya etc into the Nanakshahi Jantri. If anybody deserves the
brickbats then it is the Gang, and not S. Purewal. Despite all
the Gang screw-ups, this Calendar still serves the necessary
functions. a) It definitely brings in the reality of
INDEPENDENCE to the very existence of the Sikh faith as a
living religion. b) It does provide the first baby step to the
Sikhs to move out of the shadow of Hinduism. c) It does have
the capacity to free us from the grip of the Gang of Deevaas.
d) It does bring in sanity, stability, logic, and certainty to the
days of our celebrations. e) It stops us from running to a
Two-Paisa Brahmin, every time, we need to find the dates of
celebration of the days of our Sikh History. In case, we as a
Nation have any desire to regain our lost pride, then let us
learn to feel proud of those things that are our own. Those
Nations perish, who start feeling comfortable sleeping under
somebody else's shadows. What we have here may not look
to be perfect, but it is ours. Let us look at its positive side.
With only three screw-ups of the Sikh History left to be
fixed, it seems that more than 95% of this Calendar is good,
and only remaining less than 5% needs to be fixed. Which
should not be a big problem, once the Calendar has taken
roots in our hearts & minds. Let us adopt this Calendar with
full force to specify every event of our life. Let us not limit it
to the Gurpurabs or other events of Sikh History only. Let us
introduce it into our daily conscious by using it for our daily
activities like, specifying our letter writing dates, our New
Year greetings, our birthdays, our anniversaries, our
marriages, our celebrations, or anything else. May be, then
there will come a day, when Nanakshahi Calendar will
become the most popular Calendar on the globe. The ball is
in our court. Regarding the bestowing of the honor of Ph.D.
upon S. Purewal, he definitely deserves it. He deserves this
honor for his vision, his patience, his persistence, his
knowledge, his research, and his ability to not to get
discouraged, and loose sight of his objective while dealing
with our "Gang of Deevaas”. Frankly speaking, hasn't he
performed a miracle by succeeding in getting something

done, despite the obscene grip of the RSS goons and the
Gang of Deevaas, on the Sikh affairs? Kirpal Singh, USA.

*kkkk

WHY THE NANAKSHAHI CALENDAR?
Gurmukh Singh, UK

“Balhar tina Gursikhan bhav bhagat Gurpurb Karande”
(I am sacrifice to those Sikhs who celebrate the days of Guru with
devotion.) Bhai Gurdas.

There is no doubt that some tactical compromises have been made
to secure a solarised Nanakshahi Calendar — a separate calendar of
the Sikh nation. Nevertheless, this is no small achievement in
today’s Panjab, symbolically and in practice. Let us now recover
the bits compromised, while educating ourselves that ritualistic
observance of days, which are not Gurpurabs and agreed days of
the Sikh tradition, is very much against Sikh teachings.

“Why is it mom, that Baba Ji’s birthday is on different dates
each year?” Nanakshahi Calendar is the response to that simple
question. Any Sikh child old enough to understand that (for
example) Guru Gobind Singh’s birthday is not celebrated on the
same date each year, wonders why not. It will be on the same date
i.e. 5" January each year in future. With one exception, so will be
all the dates of all Gurpurabs. That is our gain.

Guru Nanak Sahib’s Parkash (birthday) Gurpurab, Bandi Chhor
Divas and Hola Mahala dates will still be calculated under the old
lunar system. That is not our gain as yet. It is not a “loss” either,
because we are no worse off than before.

Symbolically, a separate Sikh calendar is a major historical
achievement for the separate Sikh theo-political identity. The Sikhs
are a nation and the Sikhs now have a distinct calendar. (Yes, you
can have a nation without a geographical country. The Jews have
been a nation for over 2,000 years, but with a country for only
about 55 years.)

The above is a simple response to “why the Nanakshahi
calendar?” But, of course, life is not that simple. Certainly not
within the Sikh community confined to the four walls of the
Gurdwaras infested with superstition and ritualism. Give them any
calendar and they will fill in their own “important” dates
depending upon the influential local sant or giani. That will then
become their own calendar of “teohars”, sant barsis, ritual days
and other events. They may even insert moon cycles on it. Let us
understand, therefore, what we mean by a calendar.

The dictionary says that a calendar is “Any various systems of
reckoning time in which the beginning, length, and divisions of a
year are arbitrarily defined or otherwise established.” You can
have a calendar of events also. Most of the present arguments
confuse the calendar of time with a calendar of events. In the
calendar of events, you can agree or disagree on what historical
EVENTS to put on the calendar as important dates for
remembrance.

Other than the ritual infected and “charrava”-dependent sants, or
ignorantia at large, all others are agreed that the scientific Tropical
year, which remains constant and is used worldwide, should be the
year adopted for the Khalsa nation’s Nanakshahi Calendar. The
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Lunar “year” is a contradiction and the Sidereal year based on star
markers is slipping against the seasons so that in time, you will have
the month of “Harh” (hottest month which starts in mid-June now)
in winter!

Nanakshahi Calendar — Main features:

1. Year 1 is the year of Guru Nanak Sahib’s birth 1469 CE. It begins
on 1 Chet Nanakshahi, which is on 14™ March.

2. Based on the time length of Tropical years of 365days 5 hours 48
minutes 45 seconds.

3. First five months from Chet have 31 days each, the remaining
seven months have 30 days each. The last month will have 31
days in a leap year.

4. It will continue to have permanent month/season relationship and
will accord to Gurbani.

5. With three exceptions, Gurpurabs and others Sikh events will be
on fixed dates in both Nanakshahi and the Common Era
calendars. The exceptions are Guru Nanak Sahib’s birthday,
Bandi Chhor Divas and Hola Mahala, which will remain on the
old lunar system until there is further decision to fix these Sikh
events to solar dates also. However, S. Pal Singh Purewal has
worked the future dates of these events on the Nanakshahi and
Common Era calendars up to year 2020. We are no longer
dependent on a Pundit in Panjab to calculate these dates each
year.

6.Nanakshahi calendar has promoted research by scholars into many
historical dates where there has been confusion to arrive at agreed
dates.

The problem:

The length of the sidereal year of the Bikrami Samat to which
Nanakshahi Samat was linked, does not conform to the tropical year
length. The Bikrami year is sidereal year (which uses a star as a
marker to calculate the earths annual circle around the sun). This
year is 365 days, 6 hours, 9 minutes and 10 seconds. The tropical
year on which the worldwide Common Era calendar is based is 365
days, 5 hours, 48 minutes and 46 seconds. If the months are to
remain aligned to seasons (as described in Gurbani — Bara Mahas,
Majh and Tukhari and Rutti Saloks) permanently, then the year
length has to be that of the tropical year.

The lunar months and the lunar “years” of 354 days is a Brahamanic
complexity; and non-sense e.g. regarding two months by the same
name occurring every third year to keep step with the solar year, one
of the two being an “unclean” (malmaas) month! Would you believe
it, that Gurpurab dates have been linked to lunar months — and as
you cannot have a holy day in the “unclean” month, therefore, every
third year Gurpurabs have been shifted by 18 or 19 days to avoid the
“unclean” month!

“Balhar tina Gursikhan bhav bhagat Gurpurb Karande But which
Guru’s days, those hitherto dictated by a Pundit in Panjab every
year?

There is no doubt that some tactical compromises have been made
to secure a solarised Nanakshahi Calendar — a separate calendar of
the Sikh nation. Nevertheless, this is no small achievement in
today’s Panjab, symbolically and in practice. Let us now recover the
bits compromised, while educating ourselves that ritualistic
observance of days, which are not Gurpurabs and agreed days of the
Sikh tradition, is very much against Sikh teachings.

Hola Mahala Bandi Chhor Divas Prakash G. Nanak

2003 19 March 25 October 8 November
2004 7 March 12 November 26 Nov
2005 26 March 1 November 15 Nov.
2006 15 March 21 October 5 October
2007 4 March 9 November 24 November
2008 22 March 28 October 13 November
2009 11 March 17 October 2 November
2010 1 March 5 November 21 November

And so this table has been worked up year 2020 by S. Pal Singh
Purewal Go to www.purewal.org and print 2003 Calendar but use
the above table for the three events which have not been agreed
under the new Calendar. So old calculations are used.

*kkkk

CLERGY EXONERATES BADAL

Varinder Walia Tribune News Service Amritsar, June 5, 2003

Paving the way for the much-awaited unity between the SAD and
the Sarb Hind Shiromani Akali Dal (SHSAD), the Sikh clergy
today exonerated Mr. Parkash Singh Badal, President, SAD, from
the charge of violating ‘maryada’ (Sikh tradition).

This is unprecedented in Sikh history. Never has a person accused
of violating a ‘hukamnama’ (edict) been absolved of the charge
without undergoing ‘tankhah’  (punishment for religious
misconduct).

Today’s edict is likely to spur a keen debate among the Sikhs. It
was for the first time that an accused was invited for
‘consultations’ before the pronouncement of the edict. Mr. Badal,
who was “invited for consultations”, was accorded a VIP
treatment at the Akal Takht secretariat. According to highly
placed sources, it was the leadership of the Akali Dal and the
SGPC, which dictated terms for the appearance of Mr. Badal at
Akal Takht. Instead of pronouncing ‘tankhah’, the Sikh clergy
chose to ask Mr. Badal to offer ‘parsad’ at Akal Takht. Jathedar
Vedanti emphasised that offering ‘parsad’ and performing
‘ardas’ on behalf of Mr. Badal did not constitute ‘tankhah’.
Despite repeated queries by media persons, Jathedar Vedanti
declined comment on whether Mr. Badal had violated ‘maryada’ or
not. “I don’t want to speak beyond what | have given to you in
writing”, he said. However, the Jathedar appeared tense after the
pronouncement of the edict.

The meeting of the clergy, which lasted more than two hours, was
disrupted several times with messages from persons who
reportedly called the shots from an adjoining room of the Akal
Takht secretariat. The Jathedar directed the SAD to organise
‘akhand path’ at Manji Sahib within the premises of the Golden
Temple for the welfare of the Sikh Panth. No date for the path was
specified. However, Mr. Badal told media persons that the ‘path’
would be organised when the heat wave subsided. Jathedar VVedanti
said the ‘akhand path’ should be organised by all factions of the
Akali Dal for ‘complete Panthic’ unity. Though the edict
mentioned that the ‘hukamnama’ issued on December 31, 1998, by
the then Jathedar of Akal Takht for a truce among the warring
Akali leaders was discussed at the meeting, yet there was no
mention about its (hukamnama’s) violation.
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Interestingly, a ‘parsad’ for Rs 500 was brought even before the
‘exoneration” of Mr. Badal, which gave the impression that he (Mr.
Badal) already knew about the ‘tankhah’ he was to undergo.
Jathedar Vedanti, replying to another question, said there was no
need for Mr. Gurcharan Singh Tohra to appear before the
clergy as the matter stood resolved. Asked whether a similar
relaxation would also be made in case of Mr. Gurbax Singh Kala
Afghana, a Canada-based Sikh scholar undergoing treatment
there, Jathedar Vedanti replied in the negative. The meeting was
attended by Jathedar Vedanti, Giani Balwant Singh Nandgarh,
Jathedar, Damdama Sahib, Giani Tarlochan Singh, acting Jathedar
Kesgarh Sahib, Giani Bhagwan Singh, Head Granthi, Akal Takht
and Giani Gurbachan Singh, Granthi, Golden Temple. Before
pronouncement of the edict, Giani Bhagwan Singh performed the
‘ardas’, which mentioned that Mr. Badal had appeared before Akal
Takht as a “humble Sikh’.

Later, Mr. Badal claimed that he had never violated ‘maryada’
during his five-decade-long public life. He could not even think of
doing so. In a significant statement, he said informal unity with Mr.
Tohra had already been forged and a formal announcement in this
regard would be made shortly. He said he had not “struck any
bargain” with Mr. Tohra for the purpose. He said Capt Amarinder
Singh, Chief Minister, had violated the Akal Takht directive by
rejecting the Nanakshahi calendar. Hence, the Jathedar, Akal Takht,
was competent to act suo motu against the Chief Minister.

He said the SGPC General House had already passed a resolution to
summon Capt Amarinder Singh at Akal Takht for sending the police
into the Golden Temple complex on the occasion of the annual
elections of the SGPC. However, it was up to the Sikh clergy
whether or not to summon him.

*kkk*k

BADAL’S EXONERATION DENTS SIKH
CLERGY’S STANDING

Varinder Walia Tribune News Service
Amritsar, June 7, 2003

Credibility of Sikh clergy has touched the lowest after absolving
Mr. Parkash Singh Badal, president Shiromani Akali Dal of all
charges, even as representatives of various Sikh bodies have asked
the high priests to make amends before the Sikh Sangat for violating
the age-old ‘maryada’ (Sikh traditions).

The authority of the high priests already stood diluted, as the SGPC
did not bother to implement the directives of Akal Takht in the
recent past. The latest case referred by Akal Takht to the SGPC was
about Ms Surinder Kaur Badal, wife of Mr. Badal, who had
attended a congregation of Ashutosh Maharaj. However the SGPC
failed to give any reply on this significant matter so far as there was
apprehension that such an action could open a Pandora’s box due to
the involvement of *VIPs’. Despite the clear directives that the sub
committee, constituted by Akal Takht, would submit its report on
the activities of Ashutosh within a month nothing came out of even
after a lapse of four months. The SGPC has also not constituted
any committee to resolve the controversy of Dasam Granth,
which led to unsavoury situation when Sikh clergy of Takht Patna
Sahib declared Mr. Mohinder Singh Romana, president of the
Gurdwara Management Committee (Patna Sahib) tankhaiya for
using unpleasant words against the holy book (Dasam Granth).

Earlier, the then SGPC chief, Mr. Jagdev Singh Talwandi, while
addressing the congregation from Akal Takht on the occasion of
“Bandi Chhor Divas” (Divali) had criticised the functioning of the
high priests in the presence of Jathedar Akal Takht. However, Sikh
clergy could not muster courage to take action against him.
Later Mr. Talwandi was found honouring a Canada based
excommunicated Sikh who had come here with Mr. Ujjal Dosanj,
the then premier of British Columbia, the Sikh clergy maintained
studied silence, despite the fact that a number of complaints were
received by Akal Takht secretariat in this regard.

The reason for the denigration of Jathedars is: Giani Joginder
Singh Vedanti, Jathedar Akal Takht and Giani Bhagwan
Singh, Head Granthi Akal Takht are on extension and could be
removed any time by the SGPC — the appointing authority of
the Sikh clerics. Giani Tarlochan Singh, acting Jathedar Takht
Kesgarh Sahib is yet to be regularised while Giani Balwant Singh
Nandgarh, an SGPC member was appointed Jathedar Damdama
Sahib for political reasons. Though the Sikh clergy had
categorically stated that no meeting of Akal Takht could be
held in absence of head Granthi of the Golden Temple as per
Sikh maryada, yet they continued to hold meetings where
important decisions were taken.

The SGPC has not framed any rules and regulations for the
appointment and removal of Jathedars as directed by Jathedar
Vedanti on March 29, 2000 — a day after his installation as
Jathedar Akal Takht. The SGPC has not bothered to constitute
‘Sikh Itihas Board’ to scrutinise the Sikh history in wake of large-
scale distortions. Earlier, the SGPC had stopped the sale of its
own publication, “Gurbilas Patshahi 6”, edited by Giani
Joginder Singh Vedanti. The Sikh high priests also faced
humiliation when the SGPC did not make arrangements for video
conferencing with Canada based Sikh Scholar Mr. Gurbax Singh
Kala Afghana, when SGPC chief opposed such move publicly.
Jathedar Akal Takht had to revoke his own decision. The
Jathedar faced similar situation yesterday (June 6) when Mr. Kirpal
Singh Badungar, SGPC chief honoured Bhai Ishar Singh, son of
Sant Bhindranwale by ignoring Jathedar Vedanti. The personal
assistant of Jathedar Vedanti, Mr. Prithipal Singh Sandhu, was
shown the door by the SGPC. Mr. Amarjit Singh, in charge Akal
Takht secretariat who was sent by Jathedar Vedanti to deliver a
letter to Mr. Gurcharan Singh Tohra was sacked by Mr. Badungar
even without taking Jathedar Akal Takht into confidence. Despite
reminders, Akal Takht secretariat could not be computerised. The
Akal Takht secretariat did not reply even a single letter written by
Prof Manjit Singh who was sacked as Jathedar Kesgarh Sahib by
the SGPC as such an action on the part of Sikh clergy would have
annoyed the SGPC chief.

The Sikh clergy faced the wrath of ‘sangat” when ‘mild tankhah’
was given to Baba Dhanwant Singh, chief of Vishav Noor
Ruhani Charitable Sanstha who was accused of raping a girl at his
dera. Interestingly, those who until recently considered Bhai Ranjit
Singh as ‘real Jathedar’ (especially leaders of Sarb Hind Shiromani
Akali Dal and AISSF led by Mr. Harminder Singh Gill) and used
to dub Jathedar Vedanti as ‘Sarkari Jathedar’ have been praising
Jathedar Vedanti for exonerating Mr. Badal. These organisations
had taken a stand to re-install Bhai Ranjit Singh as ‘Jathedar Akal
Takht’ till recently.

*kkk*k
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SUMMON THAKAR SINGH AT AKAL TAKHT: DAL
KHALSA
Tribune News Service Amritsar, June 7, 2003

The Dal Khalsa today urged the Sikh clergy to summon Baba
Thakar Singh, acting chief of Damdami Taksal, at Akal Takht for
spreading disinformation that Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale was
still alive. Addressing a press conference here today, Mr. Satnam
Singh Paonta Sahib and Mr. Kanwarpal Singh, vice-president and
chief spokesman of Dal Khalsa, respectively, said Baba Thakar
Singh must clarify before Akal Takht as to why he had ‘misled’ the
Sikh Panth for about two decades that Bhindranwale was alive. “If
Baba Thakar Singh still believes that Bhindranwale is alive then he
must give concrete evidence before Akal Takht”, Dal Khalsa leaders
said. Similar explanation should be sought from other leaders,
including Dr Jagjit Singh Chauhan, Bhai Jasbir Singh Rode, a
former jathedar of Akal Takht, who had been telling the community
that Bhindranwale had escaped unscathed in Operation Blue Star.

Meanwhile, Dal Khalsa asked Jathedar Akal Takht to tender
public apology before the Sikh sangat for exonerating Mr.
Parkash Singh Badal, president Shiromani Akali Dal. Dal Khalsa
leaders alleged that the Sikh high priests had violated the age-old
Sikh traditions at the behest of the SGPC. Dal Khalsa leaders
announced that a mass movement would be launched on the pattern
of Gurdwara Reform Movement for the appointment of Jathedars
who would not succumb to political pressure. They alleged that the
decision of the Sikh high priests had hurt the sentiments of Sikhs.

*kkkk

AN OPEN SUGGESTION TO SRI AKAL
TAKHAT SAHIB

Date: Harh 5, 535 NS (Nanakshahi)
Jathedar Joginder Singh Jee.
Sri Akal Takhat Sahib, Sri Amritsar.
Respected Jathedar Joginder Singh Jee,

Veer Jee, Sikhism is built upon nothing but TRUTH.
Therefore, we do not need to start feeling insecure when
someone like S.Gurbakhash Singh Kala Afghana (a Canada
based Sikh scholar) happens to point towards any of our
possible flaws? Why do we choose to go into a defensive
mode so quickly? Do we lack confidence in the Truthfulness
of the message of Sikhism?

Why does our Sikh leadership get into the playing of games
of Deceit, rather than confronting the issues squarely? Why
are we trying to shut people up, who, are daring to challenge
us in our ways of doing things? ...Shouldn’t we be thankful
to them for pointing out our possible flaws? Don’t their
actions make us to re-think and re-evaluate our deviations
from our path of TRUTH?

In human history, very rigid but false beliefs of societies have
always been challenged by the men of conscious. And, in the
process many such men have been mistreated by the
Societies, for daring to do so. Are we also going to replicate

those Societies? Or are we going to be different? Yes, there
was a time when according to the prevailing wisdom of the
times, the leadership of some very prominent religion,
mistakenly thought that Earth is flat, and the entire universe
revolves around the earth. On being challenged about this
idea, the challengers were persecuted, humiliated, and made
to bite the dust. The System tried its best to suppress the
truth. But, did it succeed in doing so? The answer is, NO!

Today, are we staring into the eyes of such a historic
phenomenon? S. Gurbakhash Singh has dared to challenge
us into re-thinking and re-evaluating some of our positions.
Faced with his challenge, what is the best course for us? To
SHUT him up? Or opt to LISTEN to find if there is any
truth in his arguments? How our leadership tackles this
historic decision will set the tone of our future. At stake is
the STATUS & FUTURE of our faith, and our institutions.
This decision is the one that is going to crystallize; as if we
are an open minded progressive School of Thought based
upon TRUTH, or a narrow minded, and timid hodge-podge
of some rigid ritualistic practices.

S. Kala Afghana has dared us to re-evaluate our present day
Beliefs and Practices on the Touchstone of our eternal
Guru, Sri Guru Granth Sahib (SGGS) Jee. He has set a
standard: a support of at least five Shabads of the Guru, for
a challenge or its counter challenge to become valid. For
each of his challenges he already has listed five Guru
Shabads as a support for his arguments. Now it is unto the
challenged to find five Guru Shabads for each of their
counter arguments.

Furthermore, S. Kala Afghana has dared us to have another
truthful and sincere look at our source materials like the
Bachittar-Natak-Granth, Gur Bilas Patshahi 6, Gur Bilas
Patshahi 10, Sooraj Parkash, Rehathama, etc. Once again
the suggested Touchstone is SGGS. He contends that any
material that does not conform to the teachings of SGGS
cannot be a material of a Sikh source. His argument needs
to be looked into seriously, and not just to be brushed aside.

Also, S. Kala Afghana has challenged the validity of the
writings and personal teachings (sugarcoated as Sikh
Teachings) of many renowned Sants, Sadhs, and Sikh
writers. He contends that the deviations created by such
persons are the cause of the confusion in the Sikh Circles.
Once again the suggested Touchstone is the Guru Shabad
of SGGS. Should he be hanged or honored for suggesting
such a Standard for re-evaluating our practices? The
decision is for our leadership to make.

Guided by ignorance, the Tamasha Crowd would like to see
S. Kala Afghana hanged, while the Concerned Sikhs are
asking for SANITY. Will the Sikh Leadership oblige the
Tamasha Crowd? Or opt to face the challenge of History
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with TRUTH and sincerity. Only time will tell.

In the face of the pressures of the Tamasha Crowd, and in the
environment of emotionally charged atmosphere, it is still
suggested that our approach should be nothing but SANE.

For the SANE approach it is suggested that, 1) a committee
of a minimum of (11) eleven renowned Sikh Scholars should
be formed. 2) They should be given the task to evaluate each
and every line of S. Kala Afghana’s books, for their
Truthfulness. The Touchstone should be SGGS and nothing
else. 3) All those pieces of literature that S. Kala Afghana has
challenged as forgeries, deceptions, or Bipar plantations,
should be looked into, once again in the light of the
Touchstone of SGGS. .4). All those practices and beliefs
challenged by S. Kala Afghana should be looked into, again
in the Light of SGGS and nothing else. 5) The scholars
involved should be given full freedom and assistance to talk
to S. Kala Afghana for clarifications of his stands. 6) To keep
the process transparent, any set of disputed arguments should
be video taped for the benefit of everyone. The videotapes
should be made available on cost.

After the thorough study of S. Kala Afghana’s thesis, if
anywhere he is found to be in violation of the Teachings of
SGGS, then he should be made aware of such a violation, and
requested to modify his writings (once again based upon
principle of support of Guru Shabads of SGGS.) On his
refusal to oblige, only then he should be punished
appropriately. However, if he is found to be completely in
tune with the teachings of SGGS then, none of us should
hesitate to honor him for a job well done. Kirpal Singh, USA.
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ysATl Tfagrg 7 &t @f3g yes 99 A

AfeHg Fa3t 3 fa Fger o=, fAR g9 FEee H »as
3y3 Afog @8 vy 7t § Seudh F99 € & 90 AFE § UF I& T gaH
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7 fus e fia" @ presT fevars feora ec’es aoebe Buds g31
fuAsE =% JOHf3 feddl F9H 3 fSAX Has © §F 3AT Al »Eads Ji
et feg &g yag guer fid3-April 5 2003 High priests ban
books by Kala Afghana Varinder Walia Tribune News Service.
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A3 7 99 U ATt =% fen qoHf3 feddt a9 3 Auz et dF ©
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Y ®dIE ©t Ageer 3 Al fer wim fog fa mfee 3AT feort et AR
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famret i | fore &nff g8 § fudf age I8 Qudas g3fmit T
UgTRdlt U39 23t 3 231 3AT ©f fHag &9 Al 398 B I D
€39 o W8T T niIg &4t J=dr fa TS & i AAE T@MIT Hamft
HAgSMTt & AHsfent Ifent 3Rt Ue feg won a9 € AUT ydt a96
sE Frr S0 1 Sfoer M 8F A9 298 3 ufos At a9 9 I
JOHTY" & 996 UI- THI ITTHH Ay & migars

7‘1 _Qit—f?
2
*kkkk

HEHIIE Ageg
U'F[?Tc'

WWS%ZOOSHWEW%%M%@WWW—
ﬁsﬁwe‘r@a‘rfgasa—fzre‘r A o9 iy ®ux A Jogun fhw
Wﬁwﬁmmﬂﬁaem@awaﬂﬁwaﬂ
mémﬁ?ﬂaﬁtaﬁlﬁaﬁ?fﬁ'wmww
feg m: 937 ffw, A Afdieg ffw AisANs, 37 J9rds M3 fiw
»Fﬁ-Es’ﬂ’d’ : WWWHWWMW IIEH
Afdeg fhwsdle'a'e A w39 fAw, far Aenios ffw fimsdt, R
a—e'HHﬁ?Hus'mfﬂw A: Hfdeg fAw 77, fa am’auﬂfﬂmﬁm?ﬁr
O, amﬂsrfnwfwﬂ 3. s d9 s, mmw AIEAS
ffny wpre, Ir999s fFw IE3T wifs S Fo|

feaz93" fou AT9-AHSt &% J5 f5u U3 UR &3 arE:

11 U39 3u3 Afaas Sug gant figt & J86 Wi g WiR
nmeﬂwasuawﬂwaz»ruzﬁﬂawémmw
meeﬁmmém%
St aret

21 far: Afdeg ffw = oo AUES JOHf3 feddt urRsa
‘9 fawm uzATdt 67 & gfiar few E= At oo fem
aﬂm@é}wm%mmwafmu&@w

ém%aﬂﬁaﬁnh ﬂﬁ?ﬁmmﬁf‘eﬂ
wwmﬁumzwﬁmwmﬁwmﬂ
3t yBAT UF g3t nisgAE W& miftargt & @93 a9
B v JaT|

31 oA € feazas & feg & HigeR di3T & »st AEEt @8
A: Jo9un i aemiedrsT fega &zt 7 fagr 33t yog
fsgag w3 6t f3t 3 493 J1 fer &t mEeet @& A:
THEMEATST fegu 7t iz ©H- U39 I¥ oI3T AT I

fea 99 W3 fem faor famr T fa arg <oAe iy ux A I@migarsT
amﬁ%éﬁwm@gmwwmwﬁwﬁl
H et & yors faaurs firw 9599 @5 Afge w3 AHahus fir
feees 7: a3+ fw ouar e U8 § T9UF ad w3 distg
a’a—frnﬂﬁraﬁ‘r ﬁﬁwaﬁﬂaﬁgmmgﬁwm?
Ww@zéwnﬁg@wﬁwaﬁg T 3T 35 mS
IHIIES yorg o & fEer i

Frargsm3 A 8/6/03, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar

**kkkk
UgHAS' 3 Ifareq fae’ gfen?
g9gdn fAw I niedreT fHt 92 H36 203
1- 39 ¥t feg ofeifeg" # "afe Heg" Fra?aoaeﬂmfswrrﬁ
uafam(Bqumg)mW‘@aﬁml%tﬁf%amém?ﬁW|@
g2t feg yg  § -"yz Ifoie ARoe 37 Hfg wea &= 1"{fA: H:
Q II&T A0} »i3 A Af39St & HaWr Adlg & It "afe Hes" ganfen
J-afent afg ¥ieg af9 wify Ae< 1| 37 fefe ofg A€ <A Hew
I{eout} Heur FIS 3 9799 foR ' U9H wAEw A ed g
IfNTET Ho gaee A1 3 »iEHR 13 HIs % HeHUSTEt g9Hs
3T 3-" gafe His & ot we wig faast 1| Heny Ifs Hea &t
A9 5 Aot {381 AeH a=sT I{€u3} 8t usa & AgBS et @H
3 Jfefed ue T@ J9 Rge € »EE ARS FEl 39 SO
Internet = fdm g8z <t AT fo3r 99 JoHy Are & A feg
Yo' fgar 7t | 919 HeE feu9 3 Ha 9f03 wells 926 feg aRa &dt
3fdet fa, Af3aY oox Afoy #t & »ug er< AU (Ht TrAR )
sfonr 331 ufgw yAs=feg JoHf3 fegtt »ma "Aeds dfaHes
Afog" & fagre fam mftaw & far 3, o w3 fagt owst feg

3t g=aft?

2- 39 9 o= Ug Af3qg i 28 geuet € Jist Aues 3 Quds
HJ'E®! €A1 AfSAY o'ax H 99 difde fAw Afog & & &2 usAg
€ U= a2t AHS a9 HYIs o3 diE (Ao ) & AHS oy
€ fAr 23341 ues ufdsd AN, (I widre Afag 3° »idg I8 JoHs
< fen ugow3 fAU3-"#f3 €ar gaifs Afe Afg fewr efs usdht
I{EE} nigA) , Jreredt efgnt € 33 &% &9 fed Af39g B
Afog @ & Af3 T8 © et Hex gufent (8RR & &) 7
WS S iR Safenr, aes 80t AHT At A wife-dig nEer
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nife-gig 3° 19 4 Afog gu feg yaie I8 Aol Ufo® a9 yaH &%
8r u=s An faR 3 Tt Hu-=x fonr J2, fer a9 3t &g adf
et ug A3 T, A8 Af3ag A € gu feg ufas yaw fear
qifgnret At Az =%t 6R fes 3 faor aet g 99 3 It &t Hi Aaer
| Ht Tog9 Afoy feg feg ae yamHs I8, fer g9 gat Jgh fa
&, fefsam fam a9 gu - fegt Hamt & Ao yerr dg o
AIEE 9 ueei 3 fagmHs Haugy' o dt I Aaer 31 g YHG:-
(®) afgnret yuz Jz 3 @8 A Ufas. /e fx fan dfg § afanret
fies AaE € Ases @ mus & (Afee) fan § & wifenr 9=, g
FH3 ag€q, feg ufgs ugaH fea=r ¥t A7 ©r g ot 3 2 niAt 3°
feg Aaf3 & amr &et {x, deH AgU AfSAY aox Afag #t & AErs
GESIREER @ﬁr@rnmrétzﬁﬁwz f‘smu*a‘fﬂTaTHf—e'v It 3 A
uaB"r mwwamawﬁwﬁm;ﬁéw
WW%GW@%—WW%WH}%)&TWU
f& »irt Ot3 vig 3-Hdt HI® U I 21901 YIT HET I gT Hl 9%
Ufgs HY T/ &1 Ufgnlr A & {594 39H Tg® & ¥HT 39 fa9
g% I Je It ?
3-2u It "JafgwH usHdt € 919 dfF Afod gu Af3dY &ad Afad
7 ¥ ugy TIgg feg" waungaf—e'—a' fitw mifos fomret Afdes
fRw T3 M & viuEt fouz @ gefent &% miAe 13T far dfenr
3 fa, feg gefasm As Qoac feg (THAF ft @ UISK IHG © Q@
et © feg I feftor 7 & Aoz o7 fous 3ot wife onmar
UJT A3 A9 U9H wiFEs e fer & a9 Aigg A® Jdt 9dt At | R
o @ wirg 3 fx, viAt O3 feout It 3% SISt w3 fad3g ot
7 39 711 {fer € famst @ fer 3y fou 3<% JafgsH uU3Ht € @
Une mifowfe @ g3 IR font) o3 feddt yrar & ot S9= fozr
 faor 3
4- g g il € 7Ea gaHeH I uFt 3= fex Yarst 8a & niga
-"A3 & TIH »Y yenf || I 9 F€6 faf3 s Inr 12011 7 £
I9 3 Afow  feg fer ues Uaist & Hu AU fer yaa J-"AsT
& aafa wifu udfenr afg S a9=fs »ifenr IH "I{oC3) (UT
WAt YT 19 AEE uge I) ufad »it for & fenrfunr 7 afes-uss
W&t frw & FEt =aAet 9E1 3, BR fee ufost a9 niers Afog
g AJST € uoel qaegY wIH fonr | feg, gronet usR-fedt 3
afg3 fend 39— § el € U39 U feg =9fsnr A @
niEHTEnT Jfent niiw g1 -8R AR femd & niuzt usst saHt
AH3 Hagd' © A feg AIT fed' et Uz &t Aer 3 i &3 | v
Rf33g »igrs Afag #t & uge & BR <t @5t Brsf3 &I, 3i-"39”s
Aot 8R3f3 AY U | wide =fAT TT IFE" 1821 »uSt ER3f3 AE
3 ([t t =8 fodl 2x fead niget nigha)- ferd saes i, nug
HAES T8 TH ¥J AIS g 83 3:-

Ut | Ht g3 939 3 FY U | I »igAs Q& 99 H B |

T3 At 3= fruret | afaey fea 33 gaet 183l

nIg:-FeHt € ust (ferd #) & 939 3t Ald U9 &9 fonrr 3
Af3dd »idAs ATId § a1% &% w7 Sfenrl fed Jared gese &t
Arat fedt niy AesTEt fe Ifaied fer 390 © g8 31
g9l "Ifed & U9 ©F Hed 99 wuW |
3% HiT ¥eg 99 90 US Ay Tfgiesi”

nIE:-gd MIAG T2 Al § HIUG 39d ferg #f & g9Hs A9 (3,
Aded @ fegarg 99 waefanm AfgS Sni3 Hoosr @ Jfdieg
fanrg &9 »3 (fex R T8 §) UB 98z & AU HE | (B2:-
ferg 39 #t & niugnt 979 817 € »iu 3 Jt afgres Afog € 99
me?%mww%ﬁaﬂwf‘awww
95 & AT T UK T, awsafenaﬁm% fa@‘l“a&wfea
U AR 9T ¥ a9 J9ved AfE @ vied AT § A ey w9 9
gt gJd A€ BT 93 7 IJ Is, feg feza9 3t miufenr &% &
a3 7 3T I57) SME3 femd saes & #uel "IfoHed” sH T
T=-¥eg 8% © MiHE JoH:-
feg ffes w1 qu 3 afeies feg o |

fofu fafa feg &f 99 for fes »ié A1 18Ul
nEEt-feg "Wes', »irs feg AT (femg ) & &t AAs QU 3
(@, Ifees € QU feg # ny 82 Jt »mfes TF, AR 393 € aalt
ﬁ?@%—wﬁmﬁwﬁgﬁmaauﬁwwmw?)l
I3 fos »id ufga faur fRdnt fer & 3 g Ifdeamrt 18U}
5- @3 gdfgRe »i3 fadt 390 dff So saeh feus feg fods
fourdt & JofgemA & At JOHf3 fegdt aar (3<h) Hat fAw <t
ISt Bt TIAEt 9t T 3t 1 gonS feus fedt 3 niswe foraue
HBH Ht UTT el 39 & fa " feow Ag I3 goee it ©f fies
FE It T 7 JOH3 feoat & gEnt (wfg wig wiefd ToHAs
) UIHAS JOHS € I § A9 &t As IEEMI| B8R &
AT 736 Hee-fegd &2t 98 fen dedt »ires § U 39 3 g
Ja1, e Us ©16 U nife Hifent € 9198 JU 933 93 I I
qfmr B niz 3t g 821 BR = 3A9e A X, fAd urr @ us €8
2g% safanft gt ueus »iuE wiy o SRel 31 ufost-"afe du
Fa=fe nifenr IH"- JaHaH 3 feg afes ferg ga—s "afs "
3 oy U3 g d BH € maet weus Jt Afsag aex Afay Ht &
UIHAS § Ifred ge<r fonr gz »idl ffe:
6- HoH3T € HJ AAT HAfSdY ood Afdd A & yg & AJE-
W@MWW@?E&&WW@@W&
&d A& 99 Fdl, &ed-gu Udfent gnrar AHSEE € W39, 716 3
%ﬁwmmmﬁnﬂ%mmmgméaﬁmm
mﬁ%eﬁwammam(mm)%?@a@m
T JZ, »9¥ ©F € N} Afg9 feu® J9 © w3 fiooe @8 U9 uAg
AT, fage3r & nigud AT 7 @93Tfen iR Afd9 € THm § oY
79 feg <re, w@emﬁé@mﬁmk@aﬁrmw
Mww?ﬁﬁm|wmmmﬂem@€m
7% feg »md @R X, »UE wigdH Afsgg @5 fAf U 39 3
ﬁmmﬁéﬁ?mmaﬁwsfﬂummfmm
T3 famis & fefenrs uavmms § wiRt ofeies 5= 857 28 ot
TH &J1"3% ATT Ut 7 HfT J16 arg || faz It afH & uBmag
fag ofs fara® a1 598 || vise Tt Furfar fag yg fefs wre
I AfE A8 &g IBusT Hfent BUSE 119U1"{08€) WEHS JOHS
frftmr & 2t fer 88 | yg & AP U &% 181 JuT I8 It
JA, Y3 3B 331 gl JuE T furr gE € ugsl g@ gdt
Wewwgeﬁw@sew 'u8%I9” I ®E| ASdd

soa Afog & At des wes 3 us &9 fzr ¢ feg feadl 8
=9 Afag § Jt frur ferg saes eam fanr 7
7- HIS Tt nrel Qe fooH® U groWe uAdt & 8t 3
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JafewH € fad39 aur et § dt »ESt JoHs € Ju fes
UII9sT »idg &9 3T Ifden arat € udter 3 areinil greEt
Wémaﬁzww;ﬁeﬁmmw&@@a
HIHIHST sut Jfentt 3 S & BUE J9d feH & J-9-7 goHe! 390
TH HIIS Hed It g2 fenr g2, Af3aY ax Afad #t @ fer Hat
T &t ySt fogredt - fAdlea Hos
IH Afes’ 9 U™ IHFE IF UIHS ot T |II
JH W3 IH AR Hed 90 HioT IH HE I
83 9A A9t & & wfe 3 fa=g 1211...81u1{qu}

Bat BE AG § i3 UBBJII-gU Hed § "IA", I, yg 3 Tt 5 9
ﬁa@@%w ) umzaaﬁwnﬁamr-ﬂemm
Hamaﬂa'»@ﬁ%%‘?esﬂﬁfﬂfawaufsn mea@u@nmﬂ’ua
3 Il M3 A<3 AGH HT II" "gaH " @ dsst o A arFdiA-aaTaT ?
fa=" 3fg Aaer Ay & fentar 37 Y3 ? niarest Juet:-

=fe 3« fafu fafa g2 | fafR fos »izg agt 5 U |

FEHt 3 39 I FeT | fegt foem a9 gouE I g€l
=g da=Fn o6 AT fauit fAdM @ feem 99 ?-"fIft fAfa »ear
e II" (AY-2%) fofA fea=a3 fes I3 ANI

A3 995 B&H HiY araet | JY Hiy Ht 919 A goHET |

"fAR & aad 36 It o | HSH & ST Jinr 18011"
@emf@m;ﬁ%ﬁrm;ﬂamﬁms’%@mm
@meﬁ@wﬁ@ﬂa(mﬁm)waww
iy §t v 13T 2 T (IF) oA (ATIE) | 39 T9d1 HaY feurg off
9 Ao As ¢ feadt & fenlar gu o=t aat ouz A8 o 3 o'
HSt 3 2 At TOHHST %1 wigUH Ruere! JoHs fAafs ferg 831
Hedt fees fheféar ot e9g9 t € 29H & ©U &% fenes a9 &
f63 a2 gA3d AARE ¥ fHudt 39 feg »Ad T3 J IT fx
JOHTS AHTST8E T HAE HIg <57 <9t J ffimr 2
8- mg fdg gz wet w=aHs Ifoe, gefesm ursx € feurdt e
gIHE-UIH H | B8R 3 A faQ I= 2 niAf & 3t #3G U9 %95 U
U9tHE IAH 3 & & YISt umn, Si9e feres, 3u-3us, fafant oM,
marmﬁuﬁaﬁ@we‘rmﬂwé}maw@— gt 35 st
gHJ B, Ha"ré'Te‘tm Tf@nr AgeaT, wifek 395 Het SEmT &%
@WEH@MEH@WU‘TU|@UW%‘THWUF&&EW
ﬁ?émﬁtammﬁuﬁmmwwww
Wéméeﬂwﬂﬂﬁm@w@?WfWWW
ﬁh@awéwﬁﬁygwaﬁ?wfﬂuwgém
fedtt It 3' A9t T9 JuE| nmufenft & FAT M3 € ISt fem
fourdt €t fefanr ydt aafent- (1) Ha Az It 2u Jrat &t @ &
<t g9t fonor &8, Q)-go T fAw Mt & Tedrg T AInE
UISIHT feg T8 nidd & UEd, (2)-ndrg "gd" i3 7 IJ f6HES
WESUTST E0igT HOTEt B2 ©F A% 93 3 9T St 7, (3) JEt ydd
T 1% &% 39 AJ=d © A% T ACS! Bet feor AafesT 293w Jfentt
& B8R g U= ufe3g aaHst wify3 7% Je © fogHs 391 39 3° 39
Waﬁw?memﬁqﬂgw&smwm
WW?WH?WUUW@EE'WWWBTWEWQ
3 oo I39 IJ Io| fER wa & wiar Fait wa & fegar A ?

(IHE)
Kkkdkk

— - o)
W T9 §531 11 U I
IR R (TS MgarsT)
[Chaupai is neither Gurubani nor Gurbani. It is written by a Kavi. It is not
only not incorporated in AGGS, but is also in conflict with the Gurubani
incorporated in GGS. For three hundred years our Jathedars and other
religious leaders have failed us. Their present crop is determined to silence
S. Gurbakhsh Singh Kala Afghana. What for? Below we present part 4 of
9 part thoughtful critique of Chaupai by S. Gurbakhsh Singh Kala

Afghana.ED.]
=19 At IH ot
g/t

Tfg ufa€ mmit § Trg <18 gfa faga 1[¢gsa] AT A Aee T
fa, I8 U AHIE, »gs ©AH HI 79 &'oa I 9 drge iy / Haam
3 5531 Suet et § Y 919 ofm Afoe fes Tan odt i wEe 1l
g 98 Afgg T U<s AgY I8! 9 I 3 B¢ fan F1 39 Tt §
Fronret T s oIt /it s mURe J fa 853t Suet /1 99 ood
=t 2 A3 I Jiet 31 ua fagfa usw 71 3 fer et § gg T 35
¥e 3 fazadH = mgadt a1 g four Ifenr J fer s2t w@ fer § 79
el &t aAEet 3 uay SER--

ISl 9IS TE T ﬁ?"ngaaﬁfeh%a’lfe%u
32 I966 HG I3 IHT |l WIS H'S 99 Yfsuar 11399 11
»IE:--I= M 531 AT TS fa, T s Uy , HT' IS {1 wifATH,
U g8 € Hal dfumr 39 3fa Hat & €1 fefenr yat 3 Aal Ha'
HE T3 W UL 99 =g afanr 39 »ue A5 & Nl useE a9 |

3991

SUaz o fexg Ufs3 aoe fiw 7t & »as ugd us, usH Al &
g84 fag duc =51 geuz &8 =afzwr J1 BfggesT 3w Hst A=t
H WS UJd © &, QU3 IF fe9 »T wHgH © o--fse 9= (=39),
TBF (=42, £8) A3 T (=u3), TS (=€, £¢, 299, @ ¢, 99,
qqt, 98Y,,98¢, 228, Y U3 T 249, T, 20E, 29, AR, A9, AR,
€8, Y, 2C0, 309, 302, 30¢, 309, 30, 399, 3¢2, 3¢8,), TST (=99,
932) YIT-I3 (=2¢9) MAAI (=299, 398, 37Y) fe9' JEt <t & =I3<
WS Ygd A5 99 aed Afae /v A3- J937, yIy feast,
fe3<q, »igdt, A, nid®, HIf3, UIHSH J1 garel ofe 3 Ae
fer & & A=iarg &t 13, 3 wirt 99 T €5 o= v 7 fag agie
frst & M 91g ofm mfge 7 3 33 ot ST &3 7 (27 <t wsu gdl
gHg), Uf33 a9 fiu 7 fowst 3 gore =5t ges3 =393t I
fex g & adt fofunr g9t 8961 fes-" 3 wia® yey &t fAfe
TE Il 3 UTY niBY nidiH fegsr 1 " 39St 9t few o= H a9
558 Afgg & It UIHSH & nid® yau feftmr 3 1| ni3 feg
fAe gronst gt feg " wias Yoy " UT &9 sdt MiRET 8F @, fargd
ges asue 9 QuA, {i »iFga A 9 fer sot aur feg, =93 we (BUT3-
B, HI'A®, yzaadt, fAeT »ife) &= &5 /i 99 9a Afgg /=@
IE1 33 a7t JI feg QUaR € o= §, ITGEIH HAG HI 90 55d
migg A, wee €5 €1 A3 € € yIR-Agy 3 99 Tl v fIm fan
F95 & gefen? fodt Afsaet €t 3t di® adt, a9 dF mfow # feg
fagHS Ao HaT 39137 3 & 99 € feg a1 <93¢ fan a96 ure
' A3 ? fen yis = €39, 65 mrs usa & 83 four Jfewr 3
frt &, /it wifFgm wt 2 a8 59 foul 8Uas feurg, fearag f93 3 3
U I n3 foda gt &5 &5 fegdt 31 Ha8 Wl B It et I fx
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U3 < =5 fAn wifga A & dies s gz fadat I T &5
frg 3 U9 3 Adl <t 7Sl 35 &1 FS &8 83-U3 J, Wil HTTS &5,
HY T »E3Q, 3 FAT § HY &8 136 T, (FE-AgY) Al 79 ood
mfos 7 8 AR gU ¥ (E=, Hl 79 98 Afgg /) = fal yaa &
TH, fa I Ao Ht ?

[ Ug € HHE1 AGET mfoes 2 fors ded! yars—disio B3
=5t 95 7-fea un fiy ofoz Hawe feg e ofs it fag et =9 A
3993t A fe9 for <t ugaag @ =U we' S95 T I Tt Igt I 3
&5 Jt HHE el =8 U o 39 giefoat feg fer Sugt = 99 399
g AT I wuE goH Tt 88 U A ST = F9s? |, RHET aTy:
anct & feg ot gHe t &t adt fet 38t ?)

W@Eﬂ?n@@m@gllww%%mn
it gA A9 ufg=a || A=d fHYw AS 9939 11 39¢ I
WIE:-HI A SRS & H3H I3 "R Hg wue I8 € J §9=I J
I339, HT' Ufgeg, Rea, fAY A8 Bul AT afge | 39¢€ I(Se-fea
wae &5 fea 99 fer ofa 3 fan 78w & Jet fuig adf iz mfsr
7 J fa feg wgg Jaa Y=o =8 It I5] us fegt wog =t

feg Suel gaHf3 € »ogs aat I-FTs ?:

() I3 T =3 wigst fruz * FaE3 © 2 98 <t waen § fEg Suet
foge s 9d1 | foe fam 7 €, * Hfo o=y ' mee SR T &1 2
J FIe Ts, (fFost 33t Suet feu foonera Hoos <t u3st gea
So<t TorE! 3, w3 34t Suel feg Ho'as A 8F o5 mEl J96 STl
Tl 32 I »3 fAm fAm 3 SUa” u2 I ug SuEhr girg fanrg 3
UFTS HO S Wd Yt i3 Al {t SRR At »ad of9 %3 JoHfs
fedth s95 a2 ot Ho fou ARl §F 0 R(EIH T * s9o o
WABIES (SfF ee-Tuet a8, a2y, Iz’ fe=) »Ht ug §9 T\

() 9939 &ed g9 fou JoHf3 feot feg " THE " ®2d I9
J9get € ugHe Afg3 fereq &% feg fodt usat & ug &t &
31 gre uz, wfewr Gt fay 2 dfF fag 31 MR Jan o wu ve s
JIHG-THIG-MRIH TE THAC Hod § 1, I8 UH * 8HE © oug g e Jl
yg Afant feg fed uaH3H <t A3 T ToHs 396 =& ad fage =&
Hod, ST ue far § ere odf Jfo A Af3gg oo A € fefers
feg 3" A= Ot feg fus foar 3

() A& Hfg 8 &g =wre || A7 & 28 3T &G 71 1l {q2€9)

(2)- AZ Hfg =93 &I AE Il goHfy fegw g% Qe 1l {20}

(3)- Ag Hfg TR yg 8 Afe 1| Tonst wfe ugare dfe 1| {€€3)
(8) ~ufe wfe wizfs 8a afs Afe | gfs fufent feg yare dfe
Iu{aas2}

HY Af39g 3fa mfog A 9 fHog & Aee, Ae 7g A< feg €A

(u) A3 Hfg A3 #f3 T Afe I f3r T ofs AZ HfT I6z dfE
1{q3} fea 8t Af3 fadra! Afani Hay feg 3T Hae! &ag o
&9 U2 3 fag—(8)--vin #3 AiS f3R € AZE™ o ALt || He fan &
o ® g JE 8N (82U} () AZ wiZSIAH gI9H T FIH
Th A3 gfe | ¥ far & nndit Aafe ug fee &fe 1€n{ous}
fer frferr § feaaaz &5 AHE 3 Jifae 39 8¢ =8 goHy g, fan
3 oHc " J, BF T 59 ©1 9o fa] 99 Ade J6? TAH AfSTg ood
# 3, T g9a=' IIYT, " WER HIF BT I faA & wuE & gioret

mit /i, 8F 7 7g 9= mfos # 2 fors fous gar <t 885 3@ 3,
far § gre ¥is 3 B8R 3 izt Sfemr ST, (ErgE R Ifed T8t
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TIARE T8 WA AfSae’ € Y for i Aae IF 2
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TI&! AT X B HenT € dust 3° &< famr (fAR 3 a9x) He 3 AT
SAF-$8 BT famrrl A1 (AT 37 € Haf3 €t 9933 &%) Har et
TAHG &4t gfg fanrr (A ot 3t &t femen), i & far & 3t &t
gTTT| HE AfSTg #t UK (3%, J9 Aee feu9 &% gfenn) feg /s
yuz 7 et fa, feg Aar mar-fasar ugHsH vy 3@ 3, (AssT @)
WEd (USHSH & nid It »iuE »iy @) famtant 312 1 (AT 39 &
AaIf3 & 59af3 &%) 99a Y&t § i »iuE fif39 &9 & AHSE TF, A
& st T fif39-Aae It gfenr 3fder Ifl A9 He T (HIH3HT &8
gfent Jfenm) fegsr (AT Haifs & faqur a%) fas g9 99 famrr 3,
e 3 H AU-g9 (Jg Afoy &) Ads Bt 3¢ 3 HY Y3-USHAT &
HE (nug 936 @) fHey € fésT 1 2 1 (3 3 | AU-gig &t Harfs
T fgour &% B9 He @ ) Tio-Ua 1 famrr 3, A9 He nied nisHX
Hies T T aH 7% »f A 3, I9 T FEE HG funrar &3 faar
I T oA | (-7 FE ) IE B A%, U9 »isAH, FSS1 giEl
AT AJE IH § Y f9gr Ifl 8 | [Continued. ED]
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Sat Siri Akal,

Thank you for keeping me on the Sikh Bulletin mailing list. I'm
proud of the Sikh Bulletin. You are doing a great job and a good
States Air Force in Italy. While he was in his apprentice school he
met a young man who was born in America of Sikh parents. My son
being raised as a Sikh knows more about this young man’s religion
than he does.

I believe that Wahe Guru has brought these two young men
together so they can help each other. This young man is also in the
US Air Force and went to Iraq where his commander was shot by a
sniper, has turned to my son for more information about Sikhi.
Would you be so kind as to put together (2) packages for (2) young
Sikh men serving in the United States Air Force and send it to me
here in Las Vegas and [ will see to it that the packages are delivered
to my son in Italy?

I think they would both enjoy a NITNEM with Gurmukhi, English
and Transliteration. This young Sikh man does not know about
Guru Nanak. There is a wonderful small book about Guru Nanak
when he wandered about the country. It is a book about his life and
teachings. I have always found this book to be both informative as
well as inspirational. These are just a few ideas. I'm sure you have
some good ideas and can help. Maybe a small picture or two.

I'm proud that these young men wish to call on Siri Guru when they
feel scared and need to look for strength. Infinite Truth is Undying!
Sincerely, Richard A. Leigon, USA

*

THE UNIVERSAL TEACHINGS OF GURU
In Volume 5 number 6 of the Sikh Bulletin, published by the Sikh
Center Roseville, CA, USA, | found a letter by Dr Gulzar S Johl, in
which he gives the following three golden rules of Sikhi:
1.Remembering Waheguru at all times.
2. To earn a living through honest means.
3. Share some of the earnings with those who are less fortunate.

He goes on to say that anybody who follows these rules is a good
Sikh, because all other rules are rooted in these three rules. Mr.
Johl mentions the Reht Maryada and then quotes from a not-
specified Reht Nama which states that an Amritdhari Sikh should
not associate with non-Amritdharis. This rule is not in the Sikh
Reht Maryada and it 'teaches' something that our Gurus did not
practice themselves. All people who listen to Guru should feel the
urge of being the sevadar to all, and Amritdharis should feel this
call more than others. There is also nothing in the conduct of our
Gurus, in Sri Guru Granth Sahib or in the Reht Maryada
supporting that we cannot eat together with non-Amritdharis, or
not eat food that is prepared by non-Amritdharis. This is
Brahmanism, widely practised by Sikhs in Panjab.

One of the essential characteristics of a Gursikh should be
humility, and these rules seem all geared to putting the Gursikh
above the 'ordinary' persons. Coming back to the Golden Rules of
Gulzar S Johl, can | remind him that we had ten Gurus, whose
teachings according to the Reht Maryada we have to follow? The
golden rules as quoted are indeed universal rules, valid for all
human beings from all background. But Guru also asks us, will
you fully commit yourself, will you take Guru's amrit?

The Khalsa is not a separate sect of Sikhism, a Sikh is a Khalsa, a
Khalsa is a Sikh. | have chosen to be a Sikh, and have been
initiated into the Khalsa by the Khande Da Pahul ceremony. And |
wear, to be a recognisable Sikh, the 5 Ks and blue Nihang style
chola and pajamas. But | will only become a Gursikh if | combine
this with the spiritual strength that comes from following Sri Guru
Granth Sahib, from being with Waheguru. If you have this
strength, no Aurangzeb, no Indira Gandhi can get at you. If you
have this spiritual strength you can mix with bemukhs, and not be
affected. Of course you should mix with sadh sangat too.
Remember the comparison that Guru makes with the lotus flower,
which grows in the mud, but does not get muddy. A Gursikh can
go into a mandir, but will not bow to idols, go into a pub, and not
drink, go into politics, and remain humble and honest.

Harjinder Singh, Heston, UK
*

In the June issue of Sikh Bulletin | read the views of Dr Gulzar S
Johl of Yuba City pertaining to my letter, which was published in
the Sikh Bulletin of April 2003. Had Dr Johl not taken
extraordinary liberties in interpreting my views and Sikh history, |
would not have responded to his letter.

Firstly | cannot understand why Dr Johl objected to my letter when
he himself says "that there is no Sikh who does not respect and
have faith in Amrit". Readers would recall that my fundamental
point was an objection to Dr Dhillon's dropping "faith in Amrit"
from the definition of a Sikh.

Further Dr Johl assumes that | had stated, “every Sikh has to be
Amritdhari”. | had merely stated the definition of a Sikh in the
Rahit Maryada, which required "faith in Amrit" as a requirement
for being a Sikh. Since Dr Dhillon had quoted some views of
Khushwant Singh to support his points, | had merely reminded him
of Khushwant Singh's views on what ought to be a Sikh.

I wonder if Dr Johl wants Sikhs to just pay lip service to the
institution of Amrit, while spending their lives drenched in alcohol/
hooked to drugs. May | remind him that in Sikhism, unlike many
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older religions such as Islam, Mahayan Buddhism, and certain
varieties of Christianity, mere verbal assent to a faith is of no
avail? This central truth of Sikhism is enshrined in the revelation of
Guru Nanak himself,

galli[n] bhist[i] na jaiai chhuttai sachch[u] kamai [Var Majh, Slok,
M 1, AGGS, 141]

"the goal can be achieved only through the deed and not the word."

Dr. Johl also exhibits his ignorance of Sikh history by stating, "only
Siri Granth Sahib Ji is our eternal Guru". He seems to have
conveniently forgotten [even though | had stated it in my previous
missive] that the Guruship was jointly vested to Guru Granth Sahib
and Guru Khalsa Panth by Guru Gobind Singh.

The Guru Khalsa Panth had adopted the Sikh Rahit Maryada, which
according to Dr Johlwas only “enforced by a minority of the
committee”. It would be advisable to Dr Johl to first read the Sikh
Rahit Maryada before he sets out to make ridiculous allegations
about the Rahit "that states an amritdhari should not associate with
non amritdharis in any way, shape or form". | would be indebted to
Dr Johl for life if he can show me where such a provision exists in
the Sikh Rahit Maryada?

It is interesting to note that Dr Johl proudly uses "Singh™ in his
name but questions the "special look™ of a Singh!

I would like to end this mail with a story, which | had once heard
from an elder, which | am sharing along with its moral especially
for the so-called modern liberal enlightened Sikh Intelligentsia of
today to understand.

Once there was a lion's cub, which got lost in the jungle. He was
found by a herd of sheep that accepted the cub as their own. The cub
started growing in the belief that it was a sheep. It learnt to bleat and
started eating grass. One day, the cub was alone and strayed to a
pond in the jungle. It looked down in the water. They say a loud roar
went up in the jungle, which was heard miles away. The cub
realized who he was. A single lion in the company of sheep had
started behaving like sheep!

Let us also see ourselves, realize what we are, and help the next
generation to realize that they are true Singhs of Guru Gobind
Singh. Let us remember that if the cub's face had also started
looking like a sheep, he would never have found out his identity!

Ishwinder Singh, Chandigarh, India
*
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[With begging bowls in hand Vedanti and other Jathedars were
busy blessing deras and collecting dollars in this country when
there is so much that needs to be done back home. After an effort
of seven years we now have Singh Sabha International. We urge
the readers of The Sikh Bulletin to become its members and make
it an organization to be heard by the powers that be in Amritsar
failing which we go it alone to meet the challenges of the diaspora.
The constitution and by laws of SSI were published in the April
issue of The SB.ED]
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Following May Be Ordered From The Sikh Center Roseville
201 Berkeley Ave, Roseville, CA 95678
GURU GRANTH SAHIB VOLUMES ARE AVAILABLE FREE FROM ROSEVILLE SIKH CENTER.

Books by Gurbakhsh Singh Kala Afghana available from Sikh Center Roseville:
1. Seven volume set of “Bipran Ki Reet Ton Sach Da Maarag” Bheta U.S. $ 10.00 per volume. (May be ordered individually)
2. One volume “Maas Maas Kar Moorakh Jhagre” Bheta U.S. $ 10.00
3. Bachittar Natak- Bheta U.S. $10.00
Note: Items 1,2, and 3 combined please add U.S. $ 10.00 for postage. For individual volumes please add $3 for postage.
Please make checks payable to KTF of N.A. Inc.

Others Books available from Sikh Center Roseville:

4. Sikh Religion and Christianity, author G.S. Sidhu, UK. ] Bheta $5.00 including postage

5..Sikh Relgion and Islam, authors G.S. Sidhu and Gurmukh Singh, UK.] for both

6. Teaching Sikh Heritage To The Youth, author Dr. Gurbakhsh Singh. Bheta $5.00, including postage. For bulk copies please
write to Canadian Sikh Study and Teaching Society #108, 1083 SE Kent St. Vancouver, B.C. V5X4V9, Canada.

7..“Sikhs in Hisotry” by Dr. Sangat Singh, Paper Back, Bheta $10.00, Hard Back, Bheta $15.00, including postage.

8. Gurbani CD and SGPC publications FREE. We pay the postage.

9. AN T faas, faprmat st fRw, »iasTil Bheta $10.00 including postage

Books available from other sources:
10. Auvtar Singh Dhami, 3336 Bridge Road, Hayward, CA 94545. Various titleson Religious books, including publications of
Missionary College Ludhiana.
11. Thanks to S. Avtar Singh Dahami, Dr. Sahib Singh’s “Sri Guru Granth Sahib Darpan’ is now on: www.gurugranthdarpan.com
12. For ‘Noble and and Brave Sikh Women’ send donation of minimum $2.00 by cheque in favor of ‘Sikh Centre of Orange
County” with a self addressed 6x9 envelope bearing postal stamps worth $1.52 for delivery within USA to Sawan Singh’
Principal (retired) 10561 Brier Lane, Santa Ana 92705 CA

Your kind donations are used to print religious literature and this Bulletin.

Khalsa Tricentennial Foundation of North America Inc.
The Sikh Center Roseville

Gurdwara Sahib Roseville

201 Berkeley Ave

Roseville, CA 95678

Address
Label
Here

If you do not wish to receive this bulletin, please write ‘do not mail’ across the label and return to sender.
If you wish for someone else to receive it, please provide us with their mailing address. Thank you.
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