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EDITORIAL
INDIA’S BLACKLIST OF SIKHS: SOME OBSERVATIONS

During the period of ‘militancy in Panjab’ from 1978 to 1995, the
world’s so called ‘largest democracy’ had prepared a blacklist of
members of its minority community, less than 2% of India’s
population, for no reason other than that they asked for the same
rights that were granted to the majority community, the Hindus, and
the right of being recognized as a community, distinct and separate
from Hindus, as they were considered before and after the
occupation of Panjab by the British. In 1947 Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru and later on his daughter, Prime Minister Indra
Gandhi, decided that was not to be.

Apparently this list contained 169 names, all living abroad, of
which 25 names were removed in November 2010 and 117 in May
2011. According to the Union Home Minister P. Chidambaram the,
Centre was yet to access the activities of the remaining 27.

Included in the scrapped list are members of Babbar Khalsa
International, International Sikh Youth Federation, Khalistan
Commando Force, Khalistan Zindabad Force and all those
associated with Kanishka blast, that were all associated with Babbar
Khalsa International.

The Indian Intelligence had not only infiltrated all these
organizations but had also selected the key leadership of most of
these organizations, if not all of them; the case in point, the first
President of the World Sikh Organization and first Editor-in-Chief
of its sister organization, the World Sikh News. Even the second,
and the last, International President of the World Sikh Organization
was their man; how else would one explain that he travelled to India
to be the official guest of the first Badal administration in Panjab,
with the visa issued to him by the Indian Counsel in San Francisco,
only to be “‘detained’ at New Delhi Airport. Lame excuse given for
that slip up was that the San Francisco Indian Counsel’s computer
did not have his name; nor does his name appear in the deleted list
released.
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Another name that does not appear on the deleted list is
that of the long time President of Babbar Khalsa
International of USA. But unlike the President of the
World Sikh Organization, his application for visa was
denied. He was an in-law of the main Babbar in
Pakistan and when their children divorced he had to go
to India to get his son remarried but the price demanded
by the Counsel was too high for him to pay, which was
the presentation of Saropa to the Counsel at the
Gurdwara where he was the Past President. Indian
Counsels must have considered the honor of receiving a
Saropa at a Gurdwara as an achievement worthy of
reward by their masters for proving that they had the
Sikhs in their area friendly to the Indian Government. |
had seen pictures of this man receiving Saropas at other
Gurdwaras. BKI President eventually did get the visa to
visit India through the ‘good offices’ of the king maker
at Sikh Youth of America, the USA version of
International Sikh Youth Federation that was declared a
terrorist organization after 9/11 by the governments of
UK., Canada and USA.

Another noteworthy omission is the names of the non
Indian government agents, the real Sikhs, who kept the
publication of the World Sikh News alive with
considerable expenditure of their personal time and
money. At least one of them was denied visa to visit
India. Or could they be on the list of remaining 27?

Dr. Gurmeet Singh Aulakh’s name appears on the
blacklist, which should prove to all that he atleast is for
real. But what does that say about “Dr.” Amarjit Singh
whose name does not appear on the list even though he
vies with Dr. Aulakh in his anti Indian government
diatribe?

Names of all those involved in the Kanishka blast case
are on the list but it is an open secret that the Indian
Government was involved in its planning, financing and
execution up to the eye brows of the four Lions of
Ashoka’s Pillar, the National Emblem of India with a
depiction "Truth alone triumphs”. Unfortunately the
truth did not triumph for hundreds of innocents who
were Killed. Other than one person, no body went to jail
and Indian government escaped untarnished. It
succeeded in tarnishing Sikh image in the Diaspora as a
community of terrorists.

It needs to be understood that just as the British chose
our leaders when they occupied Panjab, the Congress

governments at the Centre have been choosing our
leaders. Not only were WSO, WSN, ISYF, SYA and
many other organizations created by the powers that
be but their leadership was also painstakingly selected.
Would it not be refreshingly revealing if some of these
leaders feel the sting of their conscience and come
clean of their roles and spill the beans on the role of
the Indian Intelligence Agency?

Seeking to put behind memories of the 1984 anti-Sikh
riots, Union Home Minister P Chidambaram, on
Saturday, June 25" 2011, said the country has moved
on since the “tragic incident” and that “It is time that
we forgive and move on to build a new India where
every citizen irrespective of faith has equal place.” He
was addressing a function to felicitate him for his role
in removing names of 142 Sikhs from the Home
Ministry’s ‘blacklist’. The Kendriya Guru Singh Sabha
(KGSS), a body headed by Tarvinder Singh Marwah, a
Congress MLA from Jangpura in South Delhi, had
organised the event. The Home Minister was referring
to Manmohan Singh’s speech in Parliament in 2005
where he apologised to the Sikh community for the
incident. These characters have been showering
criminals amongst them with cabinet posts while the
widows and orphans have nightmares of their
husbands and fathers burned alive before their eyes
and he wants them to put those memories behind and
forgive? How arrogant and insensitive. Who elected
Tarvinder Singh Marwah anyway?

See that! A lone Sikh, even though he is the Prime
Minister, is apologizing for a terrible wrong done to
the Sikhs by the Hindu members of the Congress
party. Should not this apology have come from the
Congress Party, the Congress Government, the
Indian Parliament and governments of all those
States that unleashed Hindu mobs on their Sikh
residents?

Sure, we will forgive, but not forget, when there is an
apology from the above mentiond bodies, emptying of
Indian jails of Sikhs unjustly incarcerated and their
rehabilitation, release of Professor Devender Pal Singh
Bhullar or retrial as the Amnesty International has just
demanded (See p. 25), proper compensation for the
victims of pogroms and punishment for the
perpetrators of those crimes, punishment for those who
indulged in fake encounters to kill the Sikh youth,
recognition of Sikhs as a separate and distinct

K. T.F.of N. A. Inc. 3524 Rocky Ridge Way, El Dorado Hills, CA. 95762 2



The Sikh Bulletin

H5-TF U83 SHaAETIt

May-June 2011

community, restoration of Anand Marriage Act and
withdrawal of the Indian Government from the Sikh
Religious Institutions.

Beware of any press reports about Indian visas being
denied to people whose names have been removed from
the blacklist. Those can be false reports planted by
Indian Intelligence Agencies to rehabilitate and give
credence to those Sikh culprits who cooperated with
them. They might even deny the visa and encourage
them to show it around. India’s Central Bureau of
Investigation and its external intelligence agency,
Research and Analysis Wing, are far superior in their

cunning and conniving to CIA and FBI combined.
Hardev Singh Shergill
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UNIQUENESS OF GURU NANAK’S
PHILOSOPHY
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
February 23-25, 2011

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
By
Prof Devinder Singh Chahal, PhD
President
Institute for Understanding Sikhism
4418 Rue Martin-Plouffe
Laval, Quebec, Canada H7W 5L9
Email: Sikhism@iuscanada.com
Organized
By
Guru Nanak Dev University
Amritsar
And
Institute for Understanding Sikhism
4418 Rue Martin-Plouffe, Laval, Quebec,
Canada H7W 5L9

Honorable Prof and Dr Ajaib Singh Brar, Vice
Chancellor, Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar,
Dr Jaspal Singh, Vice Chancellor, Punjabi
University, Patiala, Speakers, Guests, Ladies and
Gentlemen,

Before | talk about ‘Uniqueness of Guru Nanak’s
Philosophy”’ it is important to understand these two
terms — ‘Philosophy’ and ‘Uniqueness’. The term,
‘Philosophy’, has been defined in different ways from
time to time. | think that Encarta Dictionary’s
definition of ‘Philosophy’ as, the branch of knowledge
or academic study devoted to the systematic
examination of basic concepts such as truth, existence,
reality, causality, and freedom. This is most suitable
definition of ‘Philosophy’ of Guru Nanak’s ‘thought’
since it was promulgated after systematic examination
of the prevailing religious concepts such as truth,
existence, reality, causality, and freedom.

According to the Encarta Dictionary The term
‘Thought’ used here means: the intellectual, scientific,
and philosophical ideas associated with a particular
place, time, or group.

The term, ‘Uniqueness’, means the quality of being
one of a kind; different from others in a way that
makes somebody or something special and worthy of
note.

The evidence of ‘Uniqueness’ of Guru Nanak’s
philosophy  becomes apparent from the following
verse of Guru Arjan when he exclaimed on the
examination of the compositions of Guru Nanak
received either from his father, Guru Ramdas, or from
other sources:
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@ == J ufs fga urrar |l
3713 Hfes St fsaar 111

WJIdTH, H: 5, U-186 111

When | opened it up and examined the inherited
property then my mind became enlightened.1.
AGGS, M 5, p 186 [1].

lﬁge*% dr d'or (Pioo daday ka khajana) has been

literally understood by some scholars as the treasure of
the father, Guru Ramdas, and grandfather, Guru
Amardas, of Guru Arjan (Faridkot Wala Teeka). By
accepting this concept we are excluding the Bani of
Guru Nanak and that of Guru Angad from this treasure.

In fact the W@ €® & ¥A®" (Pioo daday ka

khajana) is common Punjabi proverb for ‘Inherited
Property’. In this case it is the property of the founder
of Sikhi — Guru Nanak.

Guru Arjan when understood and practised this
‘Inherited Property’ then he declared that he was
liberated from fetters of ignorance and superstitions:

3 WiE” I T Hafa' IfeC usars’ |l
St A9 w99 3 91fa’ iat "fe s a° 1l ...

WREETH, H: 5, U-1002.

The egg? of superstitions® has burst' and my mind* has
been enlightened®
Since the Guru’ has liberated® me by shattering the
fetters®of ignorance.
AGGS, M 5, p 1002.

The word 9Ifg &ft&t  (Gur Kini) means Guru did.

But who is that Guru who did this? It is evident from
the last phrase of this Verse that the Guru here means
Nanak:

A U 7Y T3 orod Wig urfesr iy nunayi

The truth, as the treasure and the merchandize
(philosophy), was found from the ‘House of Nanak’.
AGGS, M 5, p 1002.

‘House of Nanak’ means the ‘School of Nanakian
Philosophy’. (Philosophy of Guru Nanak is termed as
“Nanakian Philosophy) [5, p — 43-54].

Guru Arjan further confirmed that Nanak is the Guru

and his Bani (the Word) is a lamp of wisdom

(enlightener) for the whole humanity:

=256 g9 wioeg® Hfg A afs° @udt’ fea
SH TOIH’ ||
YEre’ 79B° Ifd 996° Hid Hg &od I
UragIH ||
WJIdTH, H 5, Y-1387.

Nanak person, the Guru, and an image of Infinite
God™, has appeared’ in the whole® world® as a light*
to dispel* darkness (ignorance)?® for the whole world®
under one religion of righteousness® of God®.

AGGS, M 5, p 1387.

fea aH° TgH® = TgIH® is usually interpreted as

‘Religion’ but it also means ‘duty’ / ‘righteousness’.
According to Guru Nanak &™ is used for an ‘Eternal

Entity’ (commonly understood as God in English) for
which there is no &H (name). Therefore, here fod

S™H® OIH®  has been interpreted as ‘the religion of

righteousness of God’.
J1g UIgIH™ has been used metaphorically for A&

&'od (Nanak as a person).

The following verse of Guru Arjan explains that he is
asking Guru Nanak to impart his wisdom/knowledge :

saa fay 2ft v i3 AraAfar g0 778
&od fird 2fe Ha i3 fag afd g5 uma 2l
&4 fid 2ft e i3 afs %= au st 131
aag fid 2ft v iz afg A3 #far fser 1y
saa fAd A3 AMSTE! Ifg 3913 He SiaT Ui
WIETH, H 5, U-79.

The part, “&'ad fid Bf€ H& {i3H”, is common in

all the first four phrases.
Prof Sahib Singh [16] interpreted, &'&d fAd BfF, as

aod (36) fihmr féer 3 (Nanak imparts his
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teachings).
Giani Harbans Singh [12] also interpreted, &'&d iy

ofE, as &ad (3§) fiftep ffer I (Nanak imparts his
teachings). The above part is followed by “H& 1{1311"

means “my dear mind”. Therefore, the logical
interpretation of above phrases is as follows:

Guru Arjan says:

(Listen) Oh my dear mind! Guru Nanak* imparts his
teachings that:

1. The comapnay of noble people will eliminate
superstitions/doubts.

2. Except God, all others are falsehood (perishable
expansion).

3. Gather only the beneficial/profitable business of
understanding God.

4.Live in the company of noble people.

Now Guru Arjan says:

The teachings of Sant (Guru Nanak) makes us
understand how to devote ourselves towards the love
for God**.

AGGS, M5, p 79.

*In the first four phrases ‘Nanak’ (&) is with onkar

to kaka then it represent ‘Nanak” as ‘Nanak’ but not as
a pen-name. In the 5" phrase ‘Nanak’ (&'&d) is

without onkar to kaka, therefore, here ‘“Nanak’ is pen-
name for Guru Arjan. But at some places ‘Nanak’
without ‘onkar to kaka is still ‘Nanak’ but not a pen-
name.

**|n Nanakian Philosophy ‘Love for God’ is ‘Love for
humanity’.

Rai Balwand and Satta Doom (Drummer)

Besides Guru Arjan, Rai Balwand and Satta Doom
(Drummer), the Kirtanias (hymn singers) in the Durbar
of Guru Arjan, were also aware of the ‘uniqueness’ of
the philosophy of Guru Nanak. They declared that Guru
Nanak has promulgated ‘unique’ philosophy and
challenged many wrong religious beliefs, which has
been symbolized as ‘Changing the course of Ganges
contrary to its regular flow’ in the following verse in
the AGGS:

IfSE! Fiar gt efenrsdt v fa fa6s 1l
&od BiAfg” AeTeTE @uael 2 fefafaGfaCi

WINTH, Ife g8<fs, 73 3, U - 967.

The people of the world say that Nanak, the Controller*
(Nath) of the world* has promulgated a philosophy® of

highest order®that is like changing® the course® of
Ganges®*.
AGGS, Rai Balwand and Satta Doom, p 967.
* JfIE' Jfar® TT¥M= ‘Changed the course of

Ganges’* is an allegoric expression for entirely
changing the prevailing philosophy into a new
philosophy of highest order. They also addressed Guru
Nanak metaphorically as AII&T&* (the Controller of

World) in his praise.

Now somebody may pose a question that why am |
putting emphasis on the Bani of Guru Nanak? It is due
to the fact that the next four Gurus, who succeeded to
the ‘House of Nanak’, declared Nanak is The Guru,
who has formulated “Unique Philosophy”.

NANAK AS THE GURU

Chahal [3, 4] and Baldev Singh [11] in their research
articles have traced out that Nanak was declared as
Guru first by Guru Angad and then by Guru Amardas,
and Guru Ramdas in their Bani. Finally, Guru Arjan
confirmed this fact in his Bani that Nanak is the
Guru:

i) Guru Angad
Tifepr wirfy g fAest Afo A€ |1

3 a8 famir QuTHMY fAs 91d 55 2€° 1I
WEETH, H 2, U-150.

They, to whom the instructions (of Nanak) has taught
and put on the right path, remain imbibed" to praise
and to know God.

What instructions® can be imparted to them, who have
Guru Nanak as their Guru®?

AGGS, M 2, p 150.

ii) Guru Amardas:

&od s 9@ Af3 Ig fHfewr 35 ar 3ur
faafar |
WIIETH, H 3, U-435.

Those to whom Nanak, the True Guru, has imparted
his philosophy their deeds have been accounted for.
AGGS, M 3, p 435.

iii) Guru Ramdas

&od Ig Ig° 3 ya Hifs Afsae’ s
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fomprfemp® )

WJITH, H 4, U-882.

Nanak is the Guru® of Gurus®*, is the Complete® and
True Guru” by meeting him one can realize/
comprehend® God®.

AGGS, M 4, p 882.

* I IF” 'Guru Guru' means “‘Guru of the Gurus’
according to Bhai Kahn Singh [13].

iv) Guru Arjan
Finally, Guru Arjan confirmed that Nanak is the
“GURU:

I 564 fas Afew Afipr? A fefg Iegsfit s
yfanrr 3 ||
WIIGTH, H 5, U-612.

Those, who have heard" and evaluated?® the philosophy
of Guru Nanak, do not fall into the abyss of ignorance®.
AGGS, M 5, p 612.

The above verses clearly indicate that Nanak has
realized a ‘Unique’ philosophy and he is accepted as
“The Guru’ by the other Sikh Gurus, who succeeded
to the “‘House of Nanak’.

Guru Nanak (1469-1539 CE) is the founder of Sikhi
(philosophy of Guru Nanak). It is the uniqueness of his
philosophy that he has been accepted as the Guru by
next four Gurus to the ‘House of Nanak’ in their Bani
as discussed earlier. It is the *‘Uniqueness’ of his
philosophy, which makes him the ‘Unique Philosopher’
of the Period of Renaissance (14" — 16" centuries CE)
when the scientists were challenging the wrong
religious concepts in Europe and he was the first Guru,
Prophet, Philosopher and Scientist, who was
challenging the wrong religious concepts in South East
Asia and Middle East during the same time of Period of
Renaissance.

The irony is that majority of the Sikh theologians have
ignored the above fact that Nanak was accepted as the
Guru by the Sikh Gurus, who succeeded to the ‘House
of Nanak’. The other fact ignored is that these Gurus
preached and strengthened the philosophy of Guru
Nanak in their Bani according to Prof Taran Singh [17],
the then Professor and Head of Department of Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Studies at Punjabi University, Patiala.
Although Prof Taran Singh had not gone further to

explain his above observations but Prof Chahal [5 ]
carried on his research further and had quoted many
examples in his book, Nanakian Philosophy: Basic for
Humanity, where the succeeding Gurus have either
explained or strengthened Guru Nanak’s philosophy in
their Bani, which is incorporated in the Aad Guru
Granth Sahib (AGGS) [1].

It is unfortunate that many Sikh theologians are
following the traditional understanding of Gurbani
preached during 18" and 19" centuries which
continued to be so during the 20" and 21% century.
They have not only ignored to study Gurbani critically
but have been discouraging the others not to do so. |
recall the quotes of a scientist and of a philosopher on
this issue as follows:

“He who joyfully marches in rank and file has already
earned my contempt. He has been given a large brain
by mistake, since for him the spinal cord would
suffice.”

Albert Einstein

“Whenever you find yourself on the side of the
majority, it is time to pause and reflect.”

Mark Twain
http://www.quotationcollection.com/tag/unigueness/qu
otes

Einstein is advising us that big brain given to us is to
be used to find the right path rather than joyfully
march in rank and file of tradition while Twain is
advising us that if one is on the side of majority then it
is time to stop for a while and think seriously if the
majority is on the right track.  Most of the wrong
concepts are being defended in Sikhi because the
majority of the Sikh scholars and writers accept them.

REASONS FOR NOT
‘UNIQUENESS’

Whenever | ask to Sikh theologians, scholars,
researchers and historians about the ‘uniqueness’ of
the philosophy of Guru Nanak many of them had no
answer since the ‘uniqueness’ has been cocooned with
the silken thread of ancient mythology and Vedantic
philosophy, which makes it very difficult for many
theologians, scholars and researchers to find
‘uniqueness’ of philosophy of Guru Nanak embodied
in his Bani.

RECOGNIZING
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Philosophy of Guru Nanak remained unexplored in its
real perspective right from the time of demise of Guru
Gobind Singh in 1708 till to the beginning of 21%
century. In fact it may be traced back as early as during
the time of Guru Arjan (1563-1606 CE). In old Sikh
literature (including Janam Sakhis — biographies), Guru
Nanak has been described only as a mystic man of God
with all spiritual powers to perform miracles of various
types, but has never been represented as a philosopher
or a scientist of the Period of Renaissance, who
promulgated unique and universally acceptable
philosophy for the humanity. It is due to the fact that
the main thrust of earlier theologians and writers
remained busy to express the philosophy of Guru
Nanak under the shadow of Vedanta and ancient
mythology. For example:

Prof Puran Singh [15] wrote in the 1920s that:

“It is to be regretted that Sikh and Hindu scholars are
interpreting Guru Nanak in the futile terms of the
colour he used, the brush he took; are analyzing the
skin and flesh of his words and dissecting texts to find
the Guru’s meaning to be the same as of the Vedas and
Upanishad! This indicates enslavement to the power of
Brahmanical tradition. Dead words are used to
interpret the fire of the Master’s soul! The results are
always grotesque and clumsy translations which have
no meaning at all.”

Dr Taran Singh [17], the then Head of Department of
Sri Guru Granth Sahib Studies, Punjabi University,
Patiala, has reported that the Sikh and non-Sikh writers
of 18" to 19" centuries had accepted that Gurus’
philosophy is Vedic and is not different than that of
Brahmanic or Hindu philosophy:

“fenrfrmrarat @ A3 w3s § miY 39 '3 ferdt
Jig9 J96 &8 S fe€ Y33 Jfewr 3 fa <
Ug fegs € AT feg adt Sfenrs wiza &dt At
w3 & It fagst Tt yuI feg 38 e99 I |
J9-TIHAS A AIHIS fes At v foger aas 593
935 gu feu feas w3a' T Yuins adi foar | fad
3 fer A=Y feg a8 uaust 3, 7 © fage feg
YIiz der 3 9 Az Yyt & go-Tans <feq Jt

Hfewr 3 fa 99 & fesw W Fow=t 7 fdg
feset 3 fga &It 3 | [17 — in Foreword].

While commenting on the work of Sampardaya
Parnali (School of Sampardaya —a sect of Nirmla
Sikhs) on the exegesis of Faridkot Wala Teeka by
Bhai Badan Singh, Taran Singh gives very important
information about the main objective of this
Sampardaya as follows [17, p- 21]:

3T 3 e A AyeE feg e, € - W 3
nEe3 fAg3 & ug3y wWera3™ 3 w3 fig w3s
3 fa ¥ 39 3 o= § <€ ffi3 & fag &fiTr
GR

“There appears a clear-cut similarity among Vedas,
Om-Mantra and Doctrine of Oneness in the whole
Sampardaya School (of annotation) and effort was not
to place Gurbani against Vedas.”

The Faridkot Wala Teeka had become a prototype
Teeka (interpretation/exegesis) of the AGGS since all
the scholars (Prof Sahib Singh, Manmohan Singh, Sant
Singh Khalsa, Gopal Singh, Trilochan Singh Talib and
many more) of 20" century followed strictly its
exegesis in their translations/interpretations of the
AGGS. The contemporary Sikh and non-Sikh
theologians are also following the exegesis from
Faridkot Wala Teeka in their
translations/interpretations of the AGGS in various
languages without making any critical study of
Gurbani to get rid of the influence of Vedanta.
Unfortunately there are no schools of Sikh theologians
and researchers which are interpreting the AGGS in its
real perspective.

Therefore, it has become difficult for some theologians
and researchers of the modern world to find the
‘uniqueness’ of the philosophy of Guru Nanak from
his Bani incorporated in the AGGS.

As | understand the main cause is whenever any
scholar or researcher had tried to portray some truth
which goes against the traditions s/he is either
criticized by the majority or is excommunicated by the
so-called authority on Sikhi without verifying the
facts. In 1938 Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha [14] had
observed the similar reason (about 72 years ago):
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“It is very regretful that there are very few intelligent
researchers, however, there are many enemies of
them.”

He further said:

“The number of persons, who would declare the writers
and speakers of truth as the atheists, is too large.”

In these days they are either called as pseudo-scholars
or pseudo-scientists and sometimes as heretics (anti-
Sikhi). Let us discuss a quote of Arthur Schopenhauer
(1788 - 1860):

“All truth passes through three stages. First, it is
ridiculed. Second, it is violently opposed. Third, it is
accepted as being self-evident.”

The above statement is so right among the old stalwart
Sikh theologians under the influence of Vedantic
philosophy that when the 'truth' about the ‘uniqueness’
of philosophy of Guru Nanak is put forward then some
of them ridicule it while the others violently oppose it. |
think that the third stage of 'truth' is long way to be
recognized by Sikh theologians.

SOME EXAMPLES OF UNIQUENESS AND
UNIVERSAL ACCEPTABILITY

Now | would like to discuss some examples of
‘Uniqueness and Universal Acceptability of Guru
Nanak’s Philosophy’:

w@ﬁ (Ajuni):  Ajuni means that ‘Entity’ (commonly

called ‘God’ in English) which is free from birth and
death as mentioned in the ‘Commencing Verse’
(commonly called ‘Mool Mantra’).

But it is well-established concept in the Gita that
although God is free from birth and death cycle but God
still can appear in the form of human again and again
when the cruelty on humanity is on the increase [9]:

"yada yada hi dharmasya glanir bhavati bharata
abhyutthanam adharmasya tadatmanam srjamy aham."
Verse 7

“Whenever there is decline in dharma, O Bharata, and
a rise in adharma,

| incarnate Myself.”

And

"paritranaya sadhunam vinasaya ca duskrtam
dharma-samsthapanarthaya sambhavami yuge yuge."
Verse 8

For the protection of the good, for the destruction of
the wicked, and for the establishment of dharma, I am
born in every age.

Contrary to this in Nanakian Philosophy God does not
come into any human form since It neither takes birth
nor dies:

AofH! Hafe? satdoe ag ||
WEETH, H 1, U-931.

(It) is free from birth* and death? and is not involved in
worldly affairs®**. AGGS, M 1, p 931.

Then Guru Arjan explains the above uniqueness of
God described by Guru Nanak as follows:

ASH! HIE? 3 IJI3° safee’ |l
WIETH, H 5, U-1136.

The God* is free® from birth! and death?.
AGGS, M 5, p 1136.

In continuation of the above phrase Guru Arjan further
strengthened the basic principle of uniqueness of
Nanakian Philosophy, ‘God does not come into
anthropomorphic form’, in very strong words as
follows:

A wy? AsgC a3t qafa® sag° AS 131
WIRETH, H 5, U-1136.

That® mouth? be burnt®, which* says® that God® comes
in anthropomorphic form’ (takes birth in human
body). 3.

AGGS, M 5, p 1136.

Spinoza (1632-1677 CE), a philosopher, also
rejected the concept of God in anthropomorphic
form after about 200 years of Guru Nanak [18].
And Einstein (1879-1955) a scientist, has also
realized this attribute described by Guru Nanak
that the God does not take anthropomorphic forms
(human form) after about 400 years of Guru Nanak

[6].

In a Nationwide Survey conducted by Harris
Interactive it has been reported that 48% of the
population of USA think of God as a spirit or power
that can take on human form (anthropomorphic) while
27% think God as a spirit or power that does not
take on human form and 10% do not believe in God
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(Shannon Reilly and Bob Laird, USA Today, October
24, 2003).

Had this survey been conducted in India the percentage
of people believing in God and taking on the human
form (anthropomorphic form) would have been over
90% since they are still suffering under the heavy
burden of ancient philosophy.

What could be the reason that Guru Nanak’s philosophy
promulgated more than 541 years ago in India had no
effect on the majority of the Indian population,
however, in USA, Einstein - a scientist, a Nobel
Laureate, and Spinoza, a Dutch philosopher, and 27%

of USA people accept this attribute, W@?ﬁ (Ajuni)

(God does not take anthropomorphic form), given to
God by Guru Nanak about 541 years ago?

The simple answer is that:

The custodians of Sikhi failed to disseminate the
philosophy of Guru Nanak scientifically and
logically to the humanity. On the other hand some of
the Americans (including other Westerns) are open-
minded who critically examine the matter before
accepting. This is one of the basics of Nanakian
Philosophy, which is accepted widely in the world:

Ufgsr erz fAgfe d Tl sug ||
WG, H: 1, Y-1410.

One must evaluate the things / philosophies, if
convinced, then adopt / follow it.
AGGS, M 1, p 1410.
Although this principle is widely used by rationalistic
people while others fall into the traps saints, Sadhu,
Pandits, faith-healers, fortune-tellers, palm-readers, and
other such ....

ﬁTclé‘g’ (Nirvaer): Many people believe that God could

be revengeful and causes floods, tsunamis, earthquakes,
deadly diseases, famines, etc to punish the mankind.
But according to Guru Nanak God cannot be revengeful
to punish the humanity since God is without any enmity

with anyone. This attribute, fsg=g (Nirvaer), of God

was also mentioned in the ‘Commencing Verse’ and it
is explained as follows by Guru Nanak:

WJEdTH, H 1, Y-931.

The One, existing? since the Ages’, is always® without
enmity*.
AGGS, M 1, p 931.

Here again Einstein realized this attribute of God
described by Guru Nanak, after 400 years of Guru
Nanak when he (Einstein) remarked: "Subtle is the
Lord but malicious He is not.” [6, 10].

‘Kudrat’ (Nature) is God

‘Kudrat” (Nature) has been described by Guru Nanak
in many ways in his Bani. In the following phrase
‘Kudrat’ (Nature) has been accepted as God by him:

JoT 3 fog dgE s A |
36° guaf3’ 3 ot ufe 198 ||

. 1
| want to say something but cannot say.
. 2
Since You (God) are the Nature , therefore, | cannot

appraise4 (Comprehend) You.
AGGS, M 1, p 151.
It is very hard for some theologians to accept God as

Nature. But the phrase clearly mentions that ‘3€
gedf3’ (You are Nature).

Guru Nanak in Raga Maru further indicates that God
is Nature as follows:

wfywdygeafsdeu| ...
JEIf3 IIsTI WU ||

Although the God cannot be seen, is visible as Kudrat
(Nature)...
The Kudrat (God) Itself is the Creator (God) with
infinite potential (capacity for immense development).
AGGS, M 1, p 1042.

God as Nature has not been studied properly by
Sikh theologians and researchers. The seventeenth
century philosopher, Baruch Spinoza (1632-1677)
after about 200 years of Guru Nanak, said [18]:
God is Nature. To Spinoza, Nature is the true
expression of God. And each of us is part of it.
Unfortunately it was not understood by the clergy
and he was excommunicated from the Jewish
community in Amsterdam and he was also
condemned by Christians for being atheist.

According to Green the “Nature is everything’ [7]. In
Nature there is mass, energy, atoms, molecules, life,
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thought, people, societies, galaxies and perhaps even
multiple universes as speculated.

When a question was posed to Albert Einstein, do
you believe in God? His answer was:
I believe in God of Spinoza.

Had Einstein (1879-1955), who happened after
about 400 years of Guru Nanak, read Nanakian
Philosophy about Nature as God he would have
said:

Yes! | do believe in God of Guru Nanak.

Bradley [2] summarized his observations about the
views of scientists about God as follows:

“Einstein’s “God” is not at all like the God that
most people think of when they hear the word.
Neither is the “God” of a famous cosmologist and
mathematician, Stephen Hawking, whose talk of
“The Mind of God” has given comfort to many
religious believers. Hawking also is a pantheist when
asked:

“Yes, If by God is meant the embodiment of the ‘laws
of the universe’.”

Is this not the same principle declared by Guru
Nanak about 5 centuries ago?

JIH niefg AZ a Tafg gaH & afe |
Every action and reaction is under the Laws of
Universe, nothing is outside of these laws.

I think this is enough to demonstrate some
‘uniqueness’ in the philosophy of Guru Nanak as an
incentive for the researchers and theologians. Now it is
time for deliberation by the scholars to explore further
‘Uniqueness of Guru Nanak’s Philosophy’.
| wish them a great success in their endeavour.
Thank you very much.
Prof Devinder Singh Chahal, PhD
President
Institute for Understanding Sikhism
4418 Martin-Plouffe, Laval, Quebec, Canada H7W 5L9
Email: Sikhism@iuscanada.com
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WHO LAID THE FOUNDATION

STONE OF HARMANDAR?
By Karminder Singh Dhillon, PhD (Boston),
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

The Harmandar is the centre of the universe of
Sikhism; distinctive in its existence, unique in its
function, matchless in its form, inimitable as a
representation of Sikhism and above all, only one of
its kind, even in name. In more ways than one, the
story of the Harmandar is the story of Sikhi;
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glittering in resplendence, non-stop reverberation of the
song of God, unbroken charity in its service to mankind
and an unexplainable pull for anyone seeking peace on
earth. The Golden Temple is to Sikhi what gold itself is
to the meaning of value. It is only natural therefore that
the Sikh psyche contain a collection of historical,
spiritual, sacred and sacrosanct minutiae that hold this
Temple of Spirituality as the Golden standard of what
Sikhi stands for.

One extraordinary detail regarding the Harmandar has
to do with the laying of its foundation stone. Sikhs have
been told by our parcharaks and historians alike that
the foundation stone was laid by the Muslim sage and
close friend of the architect of the Harmandar, Guru
Arjun Dev ji. His name is recorded as Sain Mian Meer.
In such historical narration lies yet another example of
the acceptance in Sikhi, of other faiths. The Sikh
Scripture — containing the banee of Muslim and Hindu
bhagats; and that too irrespective of caste — is the
everlasting proof of the inclusiveness or Sanjhivaalta —
that the GGS is the common spiritual heritage of
mankind. That a Muslim saint had been invited to lay
the foundation stone of the Mecca of the Sikhs is just
another bead in the rosary of unity of spiritualities that
Sikhi stands for. It is unprecedented in the religious
history of the world — past and present.

WAS IT REALLY MIAN MIR?

There is a growing body of Sikh researchers and
theologians who have come to the conclusion that the
foundation stone was laid by Guru Arjun himself, and
that the story of Mian Mir is patently fictitious. Such a
conclusion has come about from the examination of the
myriad of Sikh historical record relating to the event.
One noteworthy examination has been undertaken by
Singh Sahib Gyani Kirpal Singh — who served three
decades in as Granthi, Head Granthi and Jathedar of
Akaal Takhat beginning 1958". With unreserved access
to original documents and other secondary sources as
contained in the Sikh Reference Library at the
Harmandar Complex, Gyani Kirpal Singh began

! Giani Kirpal Singh was appointed Granthi at Harmandar
beginning April 2, 1958. He was simultaneously acting
Jathedar of Akaal Takhat from May 1963 for two years.
From June 1974 he was Head Granthi and from 1982 once
again simultaneously Jathedar for two years. He then served
as Jathedar till 24 December 1986. He has written / edited
some one dozen books.

writing a series of essays on this subject in Gurmat
Parkash — a monthly journal in Gurmukhi published
by the SGPC. These essays which began appearing in
January 1988 received responses from a variety of
contemporary Sikh historians which helped the
process of examination. Kirpal Singh’s rewritten
essays were subsequently published as The Golden
History of the Golden Temple by the SGPC in 1991.
There is little doubt that Gyani Kirpal Singh’s book
stands as a golden standard of sorts for the history of
the Harmandar.

The oldest historical record relating to the
construction of the Harmandar Sahib is by Bhai
Santokh Singh in Gurpartab Suraj (1843AD). A
translation of the poetic rendition - Em Ardas Karee
Bridh Jabhey, Sri Arjun Kar Pankaj Tabey. Gahee
Eent Theh Kkaree Tikawan, Mandir Avchal Neev
Rakhavan - made with regard to the event is as
follows:

“Guru Arjun set the construction date as 1 Magh,
1645 Bikermi (1588 AD) and sent out notices to Sikhs
to attend...the Sarowar (pool) was emptied prior
to the event and a diwan held at the site of the dry bed
of the pool...The Guru gave a discourse on the
objectives of the Harmandar  project...The Karah
Parshad was brought in...The Guru instructed Baba
Budha Ji to do an ardas who in the name the four
Gurus requested God for permission to lay the
foundation of the Harmandar...Then Guru Arjun put
down the first brick with his holy hands...The Guru
then proceeded to explain the construction plan and
layout to the assembled builders and  Sikhs...””?

The earliest Sikh historical record that puts Saint Mian
Mir as the person who laid the foundation stone is
Gyani Gyan Singh in his Sri Guru Panth Parkash
which comes some 40 years after Bhai Santokh
Singh’s work, namely 1883 AD. A translation of the
poetic rendition by Gyan Singh is as follows:

“The Guru had Mian Mir lay the foundation stone of
the Harmandar...The stone was mislaid...A brick
layer (kareegar) removed and re-laid the

2 Ras 2, Ansu 53, Paras 4 — 14. Bhai Vir Singh (Ed), Sri
Guru Partap Suraj by Bhai Santokh Singh 1900 (B) 1843
AD, Published 1935.
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brick...Seeing this the Guru remarked...The foundation
laid by the Turk will not remain...””

The debate on the subject initiated by Singh Sahib
Kirpal Singh unearthed a litany of arguments that go on
to establish that Gyan Singh’s research is all but
defective. While the fact that Gyan Singh’s work is
four decades after Santokh Singh’s is not by itself a
defect, but the fact that he had omitted mention of
Mian Mir in his first and second editions published
in Delhi and Amritsar ten and twenty years prior to
the third edition respectively is a valid criticism.
Why Mian Mir suddenly appears in the third edition is
an equally valid question. Gyan Singh himself offered
no explanation with regards to his newly discovered
“fact.” We thus have to ascribe a possible explanation
for such an omission by Gyan Singh.

In any event, such omission did not prevent notable
post-Gyan Singh Sikh scholars such as Principal Teja
Singh, Prof Ganda Singh, Prof Sahib Singh, Prof
Piara Singh Padam et. al. from repeating that Mian
Mir indeed laid the foundation stone. Why these
scholars had chosen to accept Gyan Singh’s third
edition and not Santokh Singh or even Gyan Singh’s
first two editions remains a question. Kirpal Singh’s
explanation is in the form of the Punjabi idiom *
makhee tay makhee marnee.” Literally swatting and
heaping flies upon flies. The repeat of a defective fact
caused by a lack of resolve to check its accuracy is one
plausible explanation. Intellectual laziness may be
another. For the record, however, Piara Singh did
subsequently reject the Mian Mir story.

The second problem with Gyan Singh’s writing is more
fundamental. Gyan Singh’s work comes a full 300
years after the foundation stone of Harmandar was laid.
The Singh Sahib Kirpal Singh debate established the
fact that the variety of Sikh historical literature that
came about in these 300 years contains no mention of
Mian Mir at all in relation to the construction of
Harmandar. Everywhere that the foundation is
mentioned — it is attributed to Guru Arjun.* Even
Muslim historians of the Mian Mir sect who have

¥ Kirpal Singh (Ed), Sri Guru Panth Parkash by Giani Gyan
Singh 1946 (B), (1883 AD), Manmohan Singh Brar
Publishers, 1974.

* Kesar Singh Chibbar’s Bansawalinama, Gurpartab Suraj
Dus Patshahee, Pracheen Panth Parkash, Rattan Singh
Bhanggu etc.

written about their sage have failed to mention
anything relating to him laying the foundation
stone of Harmandar. It is difficult to fathom why
Mian Mir followers failed to bring such an
extraordinary achievement bestowed upon the sage to
the saint’s biographers.

Principal Satbir Singh’s contribution to the debate is
especially noteworthy. Writing in the 9 December
1932 AD edition of the weekly Khalsa Advocate
Journal, he traced the first mention of Mian Mir within
the context of Harmandar to writer Butey Shah.
Writing in The History of Punjab (Persian) in 1848
AD, (four years after Santokh Singh and 25 years prior
to Gyan Singh) during the period of British rule in the
Punjab, this Butey Shah, whose real name is Gulam
Mahayu-deen, narrates the following story:

“Shah Mian Mir was invited by Guru Arjun and
arrived at Amritsar. With his holy hands, he laid out
four bricks in four directions and within the centre of
these four bricks he laid the foundation and base
bricks...”

This effectively makes Butey Shah, the first person
ever to state that Mian Mir had laid the foundation
stone. Having had no credentials on Sikhs and matters
pertaining to Sikhi, having written nothing else with
regards to Sikhs, and being on the pay roll of the
British (he was a member of the British Army’s
Muslim Corps and served as Maulwi in Punjab)
was only the beginning of Butey Shah’s problems
regarding his writing. The Singh Sahib Kirpal Singh
debate raised a number of important points over Butey
Shah’s writing. Of particular importance is the
revelation of Rattan Singh Bhanggu, Butey’s
contemporary.

Rattan Singh writes that he was an acquaintance of
Captain Murray of the British Armed Forces in Punjab
and knew Butey Shah personally. Butey is described
as an individual with a personal vendetta and agenda
which predisposed the Maulvee to passing off fiction
as fact to please his masters. Rattan Singh has
recorded that he read Butey’s work, which was
undertaken at the request and expense of the British
through Captain Murray, and that he (Bhanggu)
handed his own work Pracheen Panth Parkash to the
Captain; in an attempt to correct Butey’s
transgressions. Bhanggu’s version is that of Santokh
Singh; namely that Guru Arjun performed the
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foundation laying himself.

The Singh Sahib debate further questions the strange
description of the process of foundation stone laying as
described by Butey. The business of putting four bricks
in four corners and then two in the centre is bizarre and
comes across as an afterthought. The completed
Harmandar clearly stands as having four doors in four
directions; hence it is wvery likely that Butey’s
foundation laying description appears to have been
concocted to fit this highly visible reality of the
architecture of the Harmandar. Seen in this regard,
Butey fits into Rattan Singh’s description of the former
as predisposed to concocting.

Butey Shah has been spun 37 years down the road by
Sohan Lal Suree in his 1885 Urdu work Umda-tu-
Twarikh. Suree’s story is as follows:

“Guru Arjun himself went to Lahore to invite Mian Mir
for the purpose of getting the Muslim Sage to lay the
foundation stone of Harmandar. The Guru requested
that Mian Mir come to Amritsar.”

It is worth noting that both Butey and Suree do not
provide the sources of their stories. Both have serious
contradictions — one says Mian Mir came on his own or
was already in Amritsar, the other writes that the Guru
went to get him from Lahore but then fails to say if
Mian Mir actually accompanied Guru Arjun to
Amritsar. One says that 6 bricks were laid as
foundation, the other does not. Neither has explained
why the Guru would leave out important Sikhs like
Bhai Gurdas and Baba Buddha ji and undertake travel
to Lahore just to invite Mian Mir. But these concerns
did not stop the Municipal Bodies of Amritsar (under
the direction of the British Administration) to record in
their books that the foundation stone was laid by Mian
Mir. Such eagerness on the part of the British official
action lends credence to another plausible
explanation regarding the import of Mian Mir into
the Harmandar issue — that for some reason or other
it served their colonial interests.

So in essence, what we have are two divergent
accounts. One of Guru Arjun doing the job and the
other of Mian Mir. The former is traced back to Sikh
historian Bhai Santokh Singh and the latter to the non-
Sikh Butey Shah. This is where Singh Sahib Kirpal
Singh’s own research during his three decades at
Harmandar becomes relevant.

According to the ex-Jathedar, Bhai Santokh Singh’s
spiritual and family ties are of relevance.’ He traces
these ties meticulously through the records
available at the Sikh Reference Library and
establishes a generation by generation direct
lineage that connects to the Harmandar either as
Granthis, Kathavachaks, Ragees or Jathedars up to
Bhai Mani Singh Ji who was the third Granthi of
Harmandar (after Baba Budha and Bhai Gurdas
Ji). Bhai Mani Singh himself lived through the
periods of the seventh through tenth Gurus. The
grandfather of Bhai Mani Singh, Bhai Ballu was a
contemporary of Guru Hargobind. Bhai Santokh
Singh’s conclusion that Guru Arjun laid the
foundation stone and that such historical
knowledge came his way by way of dissemination
through this privileged lineage is valid. It is difficult
to accept that anything to the contrary could have
escaped mention in such direct dissemination of
knowledge.

On the other hand, Butey and Suree (and or their
ancestors) were not even remotely connected to
Harmandar, Sikh parampara (practices), Sikh history
and Sikhi. For this reason alone, both were most likely
unaware of Bhai Santokh Singh’s work, the eminent
positions of Bhai Gurdas, Baba Budha ji, and most
importantly had no knowledge of the past practices of
the Sikh Gurus laying the foundation stones of
their handiwork by themselves. Bhai Santokh Singh
makes clear that the foundation stones of projects such
as Kartarpur, Khadoor Sahib, Goindval, Santokhsar,
Taran Taran, Akaal Takhat, Kiratpur, Hargobindpur,
Anandpur, Paonta. Anandgarh, Lohgarh, Fatehgarh,
and Kesgarh were laid personally by the Gurus who
founded these places. If Amritsar is an exception, there
must be an explanation and that has not been provided
by Gyan Singh, Butey and Suree. The alternative
explanation for Butey’s contradiction with Santokh
Singh is that he knew the truth of the matter but was
acting upon ulterior motives (either his own or that of
the British) for distorting it. Suree and Gyan Singh
picked up from Butey, and modern Sikh writers
jumped on the bandwagon.

THE BRICK THAT WAS RE-LAID.

® Kirpal Singh’s The Golden History of the Golden Temple
, SGPC 1991, pp 89-91.
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There is one other issue with Gyan Singh’s narration.
He says the foundation brick was “mislaid by Mian
Mir” and that a brick layer “picked it up to re-lay it
correctly.” He also writes that, witnessing this episode,
the Guru remarked that the “foundation laid by the
Turk (meaning Muslim) will not stand/remain.”
Some Sikhs have embellished this story in a variety of
ways ranging from a *“curse” by Guru Arjun that the
Harmandar will suffer destruction and a “prophecy” by
the Guru that it will be rebuilt.

Gursikhs who have studied Gurbani and the lives of
their Gurus will detest tales of our Gurus “cursing”
and “prophesizing.” The Guru’s alleged comment of
referring to Mian Mir as “the Turk” instead of his name
is derogatory on the surface and not in accordance with
the Guru’s humanity. Further, why the Guru, as
architect of the project, would want to curse it to
destruction over a minor error (if indeed such did
happen) is beyond fathom. He had inherited the
Harmandar project from his Guru-father and provided
an unparalleled commitment to see it through. There is
ample evidence in Gurbani that the Guru blessed
Harmandar as one whose beauty would be unmatched.

Dithey Sabhey Thaav Nahi Tudh Jayhea (GGS page
1362)

The re-laying of the foundation stone therefore comes
across as an afterthought — along the lines of Butey’s
four foundation six brick story. The Harmandar was
indeed destroyed in 1753 AD after the Big Sikh
Holocaust. The Sarowar was filled up with dirt by
Ahmad Shah Durani who was irked by continuing
attacks from Sikh jathas even after he had killed 20,000
in the holocaust. In 1762 AD he inserted dynamite
underneath the foundation and had Harmandar blown
up. It was rebuilt by the Sikhs and this time, the
foundation stone was laid by Jassa Singh Ahluwalia. It
thus appears that Gyan Singh has attempted to fit these
subsequently known facts into his narration. The
embellishing by our parcharaks appears to be an
attempt to provide additional reverence to the Guru, in
that the Fifth Master was able to see the future relating
to Harmandar’s subsequent destruction.

Unwittingly though, the real reverence in such a story is
to Mian Mir and the brick layer who re-laid the brick. It
was the actions of both these two individuals (and not
the Guru) that decided the fate of Harmandar. Had

Mian Mir placed the brick correctly, there would have
been no destruction! Had the brick layer not picked up
and re-laid the crooked brick, there would have been
no re-construction! The Harmadar and Sarowar were
twice destroyed because Mian Mir placed the brick
crooked. It was twice re-built because the builder
hurriedly picked up the crooked brick and straightened
it. The Guru had no say in these events. He was a
helpless by stander. All he could do was to remark
“well, since one of you have laid a crooked brick and
because another has re-laid it, the Harmandar will
have to face destruction and re-construction.” Sikhs
who accept such stuff are in reality saying their Guru
was subject to the effects of the crooked brick and its
laying, and was unable to do anymore than offer bleak
prophecies relating to his own project. They are also
saying that the fate of Harmadar was subject more to
Mian Mir’s inability to put down a brick and to one
conceited brick layer, than to the Guru, Sikhs and God.
So much for our attempt to provide reverence to the
Guru!

If Sikhs accept that the Guru foresaw destruction of
the Harmandar in the crooked laying of a brick, why
did he not foresee that the brick itself will be put down
crooked by Mian Mir in the first place? And if he
could foresee that Mian Mir had no skills whatsoever
in foundation brick laying, why invite him to do the
job to begin with? Why did the Guru also not foresee a
conceited brick layer rushing to re-lay it? Why allow a
vain brick layer to sit next to Mian Mir, within easy
reach of grabbing the brick the moment it was laid
crooked? And if he did foresee all these, then why
proceed to be party to the laying of the foundation
stone in such a snafu way? Sikh historians and our
sakhi narrators have a great deal of thinking to do! Part
of such thinking involves accepting the fact that the
Gurus, to qualify as Gurus, and by definition, would
have to be placed above such petty stuff. At the very
least our sakhi narrators must be able to distinguish
which part of their fable praises the Guru and which
denigrates him — even if unintentionally.

WHO WAS MIAN MIR?

Sikhs have been told that Mian Mir was a close friend
of Guru Arjun. Modern Sikh historians have placed
this sage at the scene of Guru Arjun’s martyrdom. Yet
the classical Sikh historical texts do not speak of Mian
Mir at all. As mentioned above, Mian Mir’s first
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mention is by Butey Shah. The first Sikh historian to
talk about Mian Mir is Gyan Singh whose source is
Butey. This effectively means that for the 250 year
period that followed the great sacrifice of Guru
Arjun, Mian Mir has not been mentioned. Santokh
Singh, in his narration of the sacrifice talks about the
presence of sages (in the plural). On page 2370, he
writes about a scene in the haveli of Chandu, where
Guru Arjun was being tortured:

“After time, some pirs (sages) came. They compared
Guru Arjun’s  ability to endure the unbearable
tortures as beyond explanation (kramaat) and beyond
the ordinary (kamaal)...”

Given that the soul being tortured was a man of
religion, it can be expected that other spiritual people
were deeply affected. Many would have summoned the
courage to witness the event with their own eyes. Some
would have spoken out against it. They are hence
mentioned as a collective group by Santokh Singh. He
has chosen not to mention any particular individual,
presumably because no one individual stood out. Mian
Mir’s presence at the torture session is possible or even
likely, yet there wasn’t anything extraordinary in this
individual, at that point in time, to deserve special
mention by Santokh Singh.

Going by official records, Mian Mir was thirty years
of age when the foundation stone was laid. If the
Guru did indeed desire that the sage lay the stone of
Harmandar, then it is logical to assume that he ought to
have been close to the Guru’s at least a decade or two
prior to the event. He would have been a regular visitor
of the Guru Ghar. However, there is no mention of him
in such terms in classical Sikh historical literature.

If the Guru desired to maintain humility in wanting
someone else to lay the foundation stone, and that
chosen individual was 30-year-old Mian Mir, the Guru
would have to have strong reasons to by-pass Baba
Budha who was 82 years of age then and Bhai Gurdas
who was 37. After all it was in Bhai Gurdas’s
handwriting that the GGS — which was to be installed in
the Harmadar - had been written. And Baba Budha ji
had been around from the time of Guru Nanak. So the
by-passing of both these very special souls would have
to been on account of an extraordinary mutual
relationship between the Guru and Mian Mir -
presumably on account of the young saint’s
extraordinary Godliness. How such an extraordinary

relationship escaped mention in classical Sikh
literature is telling. It can further be argued that if
indeed there was an extraordinary relationship; Mian
Mir could have made Jahangir aware that the
allegations by Chandu and others against Guru Arjun
were a fabrication and possibly halted the execution or
at least the brutal torture. He was unable to persuade
Jahangir on any of these three issues. It is logical to
accept that at 30 years of age, Mian Mir did not yet
have the extraordinary spiritual awareness that would
have made Guru Arjun chose him over other eminent
individuals to lay the foundation of Harmandar (IF
indeed the Guru did not want to lay it himself.) Mian
Mir further did not have the links and influence with
Jahangir as evidenced from his failure to stop what
was in perfect clarity an unjust killing of a man of
peace. Mian Mir also did not stand out in any
particular way for classical Sikh historians to mention
him by name, even at the torture chamber. It is entirely
possible that Mian Mir acquired all of these qualities
in later years. But on the day on which the foundation
stone of Harmandar was laid, he simply had not
acquired the credentials necessary.

WHY THE FIXATION WITH MIAN MIR THEN?

Butey Shah’s introduction of Mian Mir in relation to
the Harmandar can be attributed to his dubious
agenda, or that of his pay masters. But why have
modern day Sikh historians swallowed this un-
substantiated and un-attributed claim and churned it as
“fact.” Given that many of these modern historians are
of repute, the answer probably lies somewhere outside
of the realm of their historical research and fact
finding abilities.

Gyan Singh’s decision to accept Butey’s version sheds
light on the problem. In his Panth Parkash, he has
strong words for Butey’ lack of credentials and has
justifiably ridiculed the British Government decision
to task Butey with writing on Sikh affairs. He further
exposes Butey’s agenda and the Maulwi’s anti-Sikh
sentiments. So it is not the case that Gyan Singh did
not possess the ability to be discerning when it came to
historical judgements. He was acutely aware of
Butey’s agenda, yet he accepted the Mian Mir part
introduced by Butey. Why so? The answer probably
lies in the attraction of the story. A Muslim sage laying
the foundation of a Sikh mandar is appealing, not only
in its uniqueness, but also in its potential to portray
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Sikhi as an inclusive religion. The message is right —
even if the story is very obviously untrue. The moral of
the story is attractive — even if some dishonesty is
required to spin it.

It probably has been the intention of every believing
Sikh historian, parcharak and ragee to put forth a facet
of Sikhi we are truly proud of, namely its acceptance of
people of other faiths and recognition of their
contributions to Sikhi. There is a desire to let the
spiritual world know that Sikhi and Sikhs strive for
mutual understanding, inter-faith dialogue and the
sharing of spiritual awareness. We want all people of
God to know that Sikhi truly values equality of
mankind, inclusive in nature and does not discriminate
on any basis whatsoever. These goals are noble and
commendable. But they require hard work on the part
of Sikhs to bring them to life. Such hard work includes
an in-depth study of the core messages of the Guru
Granth Sahib and their sharing and propagation.

The unfortunate reality is perhaps that while being
proud of their heritage, Sikhs are prone to the easy way
out. One easy way, for instance, is to simply repeat ad-
nauseum that the GGS contains the writings of non-
Sikh bhagats. True, but what are the messages of these
non-Sikh bhagats? For what specific spiritual purposes
did the Gurus bring these non-Sikh bhagats into our
scriptures? Surely they are not there as window
dressing. Surely it is not sufficient that we keep harping
on the number of non-Sikh bhagats, their religions, and
their castes. It is in their messages that the true heritage
lies. But to understand and then talk about their
messages requires an investment of time and energy.

That the foundation stone was laid by a Muslim sage
falls perfectly into this pattern of wanting to find the
easy way. While the goal of wanting to portray Sikhi as
inclusive is noble, the means are not. Noble goals are
hardly achieved by distortion of fact, even if done
inadvertently or with good intent. Modern day Sikh
historians have accepted Butey Shah and Suree’s
fiction, not because Sikh researchers were lacking in
discernment. This acceptance is also not because Sikh
historians were unable to see the defects in the narration
of the latter, or that they did not have authoritative
alternative accounts to dispute Butey. If nothing else,
Butey’s bizarre description of Mian Mir (or anyone else
for that matter) laying 6 foundations stones at one go is
sufficient to awaken even an apprentice historian from

his deep slumber. We accepted Butey blindly but
willingly because his account conveniently fitted
our “easy way out” towards a noble goal. We felt
good narrating this fiction to ourselves and the rest of
the world. Our aim was to share - with the rest of
humanity - the inclusive virtue of Sikhi. But the real
propagation may be of the fact that at least some of our
virtues are based on fiction. Seen in this light, we may
stand guilty of a travesty of justice, not just towards
the history of Harmandar and our own Guru, but
towards Sikhi in general. We need to correct this. End.

*kkkk

THE CONCEPT OF CHARITY IN GURBANI
Sawan Singh Pricipal (Retired), 10561 Brier Lane, Santa
Ana, 92705, California, 714 397 6316
sawansingh@gmail.com

Charity means giving something to a needy person or
an organization for which the receiver has no legal
right, but should be given on moral grounds so that it
may be used for a good cause. Giving something in
alms or charity is a divine quality and a noble action.
Charity can be as physical or mental help also. It
should not be limited only to financial help.God is the
Giver who always gives to everybody even without
asking. We should also not hesitate sharing with the
needy what God has given us:
nizHfam T75 S<HT @37 nigH »Ug ||
J9 oox @< Ht (UaT €38)

“You give gifts even when they are not asked for;
You are great, inaccessible andinfinite.
Arfag AT fHages 117 AI® a8 &fF =% i
JIg »iIrs &< HF (UaT028)

“My Lord Master is Merciful.

He gives His gifts to all beings.”

Gurbani teaches us to be liberal while giving
something in charity and help the needy as far as
possible. Gurbani treats all as the creation of the One
God. The concept of Langar and Pangat (common
kitchen and eating while sitting in a row) is based on
equality and sharing. Guru Gobind Singh has asked his
followers to spend one tenth of income for a good
cause. The story of True Bargain (Fg" Ae") from Guru

Nanak Dev's life is an example before us to follow.
Guru Nanak Dev has said:

TAHT &y T feres 1| Uamcgo)
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“On the tenth day, meditate on the Naam, give to
charity, and purify yourself”.

uSt B a0 & Y 15 €6 & &9 AL |l

( dar agaq)
“He alone is a Kh'shaatriyaa, who is a hero in good
deeds. He uses his body to give in charity”.
JOHE TSt A3y o fadt ar A3 ¥ 11(UaT a280)
“For the Brahmin, cleansing is contentment;

for the householder, it is truth and charity.
Bhagat Parma Nand prefers feeding hungry to listening
to the Puraans:
3 &9 fanrm yIs mfs s

nisUreat A3 adt Qurt 38 T8 & TeT Il (UBTaRu3)
“So what have you accomplished by listening to the
Puraanas? Everlasting devotion has not welled up
within you, and you have not given alms to the

hungry”.
Ué%wﬁw%mmaﬁmm&rﬁr%hﬂ? [
g9 IH TR At (dametc)
“Those who cannot spend this in harmony with the
Lord must endure the pain which the Messenger of
Death inflicts upon their heads”.

Gurbani draws our attention to many advantages of
giving alms. Giver of alms gets peace of mind,
contentment, comforts in both the worlds and God's
pleasure.  Charity unites us with God. It creates
brotherhood among us. Guru Nanak Dev has said:

o1 Mdl 7 TH8 fa ue w =fF 1 (s 822)

“O Nanak, in the world hereafter, that alone is received,
which one gives to the needy from ones own honest
earnings and labor”.

RSt Hfs Ay Qun 22 & dorfa 11(UaT 8€€)
“Contentment is produced in the minds of virtuous,
thinking about their giving alms.

wifs ufe fag ggg 2fF IIssa g9 ugT=fo RfE I
(s q28Y)
“0O Nanak!He who earns with the sweat of his brow,
and gives something in charity,knows the way of life.”
IfT wigf 7 ygee &% 7Y ufonr ||(Jam28e)

“Those who spend the wealth in the Lord 's way find
peace through giving”.

Us €% & &9 AIg IR faradt dfar & aig 11U €ul)
“A householder who gives donations to charity with his
body is as pure as the water of the Ganges”

Gurbani warns us not to be proud of our giving
something in alms. Nothing is ours, God gave us and

we are giving to someone. We should not make a show
of it. It will be better if we do not let the people or the
receiver know who is the giver. It will save the
receiver from inferiority complex and us from ego. It
should be an act of humility on our part and not a
display our wealth. It is said that if we give something
in alms with our right hand, our left hand should not
know it. :

3t9" 593 Mg €16 dfd H& H 09 IHS I

576d fogew a3 39 fak Jua fersms i

J9 31 FgET At (Yarag2t)

“Those who make pilgrimages to sacred shrines,
observe ritualistic fasts and make donations to charity
while still taking pride in their minds - O Nanak, their
actions are useless, like the elephant, who takes a bath,
and then rolls in the dust”.

adl9 AT us Mg fag sdt A foag S A 397 1
397 33 a8 AU fau &t AT I 3913 aElg A
(Jsmz3ou)

Kabeer, nothing is mine within myself. Whatever there
is, is Yours, O Lord, If I surrender to You what is
already Yours, what does it cost me?

Gurbani teaches us that we should not give alms
thinking that it will please God. It is no substitute for
meditation. No condition or motive should be attached
to it. It should be an action of our free will:
ar3nefgefragsTEs 2 I
Ag & 39 fH nEM nigigaT I
J9 561 €< H(Usr €EQ)
“No one can bring You under control, by giving huge
donations to charities. Everyone is under Your power,
O inaccessible, unfathomable Lord.”
WHNT 7d1 S FoT 399 €76 S IH sH AT 38 5
Yr 13313 &H B J(damo3)
“One may perform the horse-sacrifice ceremony, or
give donations of gold covered over, but none of these
is equal to the worship of the Lord's Name.”
T ¥ Harfo AOAT g& AZ &3 AATY I

J9 576d €< Ht ( UaT 8€€)
“People give and give, but ask a thousand-fold more,
and hope that the world will honor them.”

g 92t H 39 &7 IIE &7 QU i
RSt YAt AR a6 a9g AT I

Jig vigre &< # (UaT oro)
“Doing something under pressure, does not bring
either merit or goodness. That alone is a good deed, O
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Nanak, which is done by one's own free will.”

According to Gurbani ,we should not feed
professional and healthy saints who do not work and
live on begging. They pretend to be ascetics and wear
deceptive robes:
wifgnmaz &fg & nmdtwifs f ug wis sAs a3 |1
8e9 ardfs »rud gu8 3ty &35 1l
I »HT TR it (Jar €8¢)
They who take food in the homes of others are not
called mendicants. For the sake of their bellies, they
wear various religious robes.”
While doing an act of charity to a needy person, we
should not consider his religion or his country. We
should help him as far as we can. In the next quote,
Guru Arjan Dev has explained this point by giving the
example of a tree:
AATZ Shufe arfe 3@ Hfs & &1 71
g €nr & & Aefa€ 3% & €18 €71 1UsT qoac
“A man cuts down the tree with a sharp tool, but the
tree does not feel angry. It serves the purpose of the
cutter and does not blame him at all”.
Gurbani teaches us that we should not give
something in charity and demand many favors from
God and expect that people will praise us for it. Our
Gurus requested the Lord to give them Naam, company
of holy persons and humility, We request God in our
daily prayer to grant us the gift of Naam.
¥ ¥ ¥arfg AT g™ AZ &3 AATY I
J9 576d €< Ht ( Uar 8€€)
“People give and give, but ask a thousand-fold more,
and hope that the world will honor them.”
g HIIS™ 3% g A THS 3 HASTE B |l
J9 581 €< Ht (JaT 8ét)
“The gift | seek is the dust of the feet of the Saints; if |
were to obtain it, | would apply it to my forehead.”
36x € & €% Il Jhat udfE |
I MIAe o< i (UaT 26€2)
“Nanak requests the Lord to grant him the gift of His
Nam that he may string and keep within his heart.”

Every religion stresses the importance of charity. It is
the need of the hour that people adopt it and lessen the
suffering of the poor and oppressed provided they are
trying to help themselves.

*kkk*k

SAME SEX UNIONS

[A discussion following the publication of the above article by Dr. I. J.
Singh in the March-April 2011 issue of The Sikh Bulletin. ED.]

From:  Arwinder  Singh  [mailto:ranas0011@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, May 02, 2011 8:23 AM To: Dr. Indar Jit Singh
USA Cc: Gurmit@singh.net Subject: Same Sex Marriage

Dear 1.J Singh Jee

Read your article in Sikh bulletin of March-April 2011
about same sex marriage. Homo-Sexual behaviour is a
byproduct of Tantric philosophy and practices born out
of it. Therefore it is not sanctioned by Guru Granth
Sahib and is contradictory to Hukam of Akal Purakh
as defined in Mool Mantar of Guru Granth Sahib. It’s
also found among Judeo-Christian-Islamic doctrines as
well as Chineese as well. How they got there is a very

interesting area.
Regards
Arwinder Singh (Melbourne)

On 5/1/2011 9:25 PM, Gurmit Singh wrote:
Dear S. Arwinder Singh (Melbourne),

Waheguru jee ka Khalsa Waheguru jee kee Fateh

I am sure that you may be knowing that Dr. Indar Jit
Singh Jee has been living in USA for the last over (50)
years. Now he may be around 75 years but it looks as
if he has not forgotten his early life in USA as therwise
there is no need to recycle such an old article for
discussion now! It is also regretted as to why Editor,
Sikh Bulletin has published such Article and what sort
of discussion they are interested?

By now Dr 1J Singh should have understood that the
Western culture has become a sick society. They even
do not follow their religion as preached through their
Holy Bible, which provides the story of ADAM AND
EVE that even God has to create the Male and the
Female for running the Universe.

Whereas now, these 'homosexuals' in the guise of
gays/lesbians/single mothers/same sex marriages/boy-
girl friends, etc wish to stop the further growth of
population, though they are ever eager to adopt others'
sons & daughters. Why such a hypocrisy and duality?
Even for the sake of their votes, most of the western
governments have been extending various benefits by
encouraging such un-natural union. | am sorry to say
that in this respect, even animals are far better than
human beings.
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In fact, Dr. 1J Singh should impress upon them - not to
indulge in such practice and get married as Husband
and Wife (Man and Woman) and thus follow the Law

of Nature.
Gurmit Singh (Sydney - Australia)

From: 1J Singh [ijsingh99@gmail.com]
To: Gurmit@singh.net
Sent Mon 5/2/2011 8:08 AM

I thank you for your charitable reference to what my
age may or may not be; certainly that is not a matter
deserving discussion, nor is it a reason to foreclose
discussion on what | have written. (I don't understand
what early life you are talking about.) Yes, this is an old
article, fist published in my last book of essays (2006).
It isn’t all that old but the reason for reposting it is that
the issue was being discussed on the Internet and
elsewhere and | thought what | had written could
provide some material for discussion. In fact gay
marriage has surfaced as a major fault line in American
society and a major topic during elections etc.

I still believe that this is not a topic that is going to
disappear by ignoring it. The American society is
vigorously debating it. We live in this world so we need
to develop some opinions. My essay, therefore, was
meant to be NOT an answer but fodder to think
about.

I did not advocate the gay life-style. | tried to separate
the issues into how we should treat those who are gay
from the issue of religious imprimatur of a lifestyle.
My position was and remains that they should be
guaranteed equal treatment and rights under
secular law. And we should treat them with dignity and
equal respect as Sikhs as well. | also recognized the
right of a religious society to decide whether to
withhold religious imprimatur for gays on some
activities such as marriage. | don’t approve of the gay
lifestyle but we should treat gays with equal respect and
dignity at work or in society; and still disagree with the
lifestyle.

| deliberately shy away from generalization such as
whether western culture is a sick society or the Indian
culture is. Clearly, in some matters western society is
not quite so healthy; in other matters the Indian society
may be just as sick if not sicker. Such matters can be
discussed on specific issues but not in generalizations.
(Biblical teachings are not easily analyzed in such

simplistic fashion. The story of Adam and Eve taken
literally leaves us foundering in very unrealistic and
untenable positions. Many of our current problems
come from an unimaginative and literal reading of the
chapter on Genesis.

My essay was not how to advise those who are gay —
both behavioral and biological experts fail to offer us
clear guidelines in this. The gist of my essay was how
to deal with what exists in light of what Sikhi

teaches us in how to treat our fellow humans.
All the best

Inder

1.J. Singh, New York

On 5/3/2011 6:50 PM, Gurmit Singh wrote:
Dear Dr. Inder Jit Singh Jee (USA),

Waheguru jee ka Khalsa Waheguru jee kee Fateh

As you are well aware the Sikhs believe/practice
household life, marriage between male and female,
having children by the Grace of Almighty God. Anand
Karaj ceremony is also well known to you and other
cyber members. Hence, | wrote from the Sikhs' point
of view as you too have been practicing Sikh religion
and leading married life. Thus, same sex marriage is
not a problem for the Sikhs and as such there is no
question of any such discussion on this subject, as you
have desired.

There are several Gurbaani Quotes, which teach us the
significance and importance of Father (male) and
Mother (female):

GGS page 473 - Asa Mahla 1:
Bhand Jamniaiy Bhand Nimiay Bhand Mangan Veaah....

GGS page 1013 - Maru Mahla 1:
Maat Pita Sanjog Upaiey Rakat Bind Mel Pind Karaiy.......

GGS Page 1029 - Maru Mahla 1:
Jieo Basoaa Poot Baap Ko Kaheaiy Tieo Phokat Kaar Vikara
Hey..

In so far as treating individuals, we respect all the
human beings without any distinction, but marriage
has to be between the Husband and Wife as Male and
Female. If you disagree, then please ignore my
message

but I am sorry ifl have offended you, and seek
forgivenes from God. Gurmit Singh (Australia)
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Date: Wed, 4 May 2011 18:07:30 -0400
From: ijsingh99@gmail.com

To: Gurmit@singh.net
Subject: Re: Same Sex Marriage ? S. Gurmeet Singh Ji,

| see the points that you make. Surely you saw that in
my essay | suggest that religions do have the right to
refuse sacraments to gays while advocating for equal
rights for them in secular society. These are two
different structures and | present an argument for
separating the two realities. In this society in which we
live this is not an easy matter to resolve. | reproduce
here a couple of paragraphs from the essay so that
the point is not missed. | hope this clarifies my
position somewhat:

"The heterosexual relationship is defined as sacred
in Sikhism; an honest family life is described as the
first duty - the primary religion of humans. This
must be kept in mind while we debate same sex
unions.

From the perspective of nature, same sex unions
clearly are at best sterile, nonproductive ones. A
heterosexual union, on the other hand, holds the
promise of being naturally productive. Same sex
unions, some would argue, go against the biological
laws of nature and are, therefore, against the laws of
God; and laws of God cannot be denied.

Let's apply Kant's categorical imperative here: If
everyone were to do what I recommend, would the
world be a better place? If everyone were gay, the
world would surely end because the gay union
cannot be biologically fertile. Sex is meant to be a
creative reproductive force. This reasoning lies at
the core of religious rejection of same sex unions.
Yes, I know that modern reproductive technology
can surmount such limitations, and also that not all
heterosexual unions produce successful parents or
children who contribute to society. Does this call for
religions to withhold their approval of same sex
unions? It is this that surely puts us in a pickle.

It seems to me that institutional religions must
preach, as in fact they do, kindness, compassion and
equal acceptance of all people, regardless of their
lifestyle or sexual orientation. But each religion must
also be able to withhold its imprimatur from a
certain way of life in its institutional framework.

Since religions have the right to determine if
certain sacraments are to be denied to a follower
judged as not being in a state of grace, a denial of
the right to a religious wedding, it seems to me, is
not a human-rights issue. It is a matter to be
decided by the adherents of a religion according to
their traditions and teachings. A denial of
recognition of same sex unions within a religious
practice would, | believe, be outside the jurisdiction
of the civil judicial process. In other words, a
religion may deny a religious wedding ceremony
for same sex couples in a church or a gurdwara
while at the same time insisting on equal rights for
them in society.

The Sikh code of conduct (Rehat Maryada) speaks
volumes on marriage, but only that of heterosexual
couples; same sex unions remain unmentioned, and
this could be viewed as a tacit rejection of such
conduct. My interpretation of the question here -
same sex unions - is deliberately narrow." These are

lines from the essay. | hope they help.
Thank you and all the best Inder 1.J. Singh

[Of all the creatures created by the Creator humans are the only ones
gifted with bibek budhi and Gurbani encourages us to use it. ED.]

*kkkk

A GANDHIAN APOLOGY TO SIKHS FOR

GHOSTS OF 1984~
World Sikh Council - America Region (WSC-AR)

P.O. Box 3635, Columbus, Ohio 43210, USA
Phone: 888-340-1702
Fax: 888-398-1875
E-mail: contact@worldsikhcouncil.org

~ Web: www.worldsikhcouncil.org
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A recently released WikiLeaks cable from August 2005
included an assessment by a senior diplomat at the
American Embassy in New Delhi, India. It describes
the parliamentary apology tendered by the Indian Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh in mid-August 2005 for the
pogroms against the Sikh community by members of
his own political party in the first two weeks of
November 1984 as being "almost Gandhian -- a
moment of clarity in India's long march to religious
harmony."

The cable further added that the Prime Minister had
"apologized for one of the saddest and darkest moments
in recent Indian history” and the apology "stands in
exquisite contrast to the opportunism and hatred
directed by Senior Government of India officials
against Sikhs in 1984."

The unconditional brief apology, offered 21 years after
the heinous pogroms against Sikhs in Delhi and across
India, was presented verbally by Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh on Aug. 11, 2005 in the Indian
Parliament with these words: "l have no hesitation in
apologizing not only to the Sikh community but the
whole nation because what took place in 1984 is the
negation of the concept of nationhood enshrined in our
constitution ... On behalf of our government, on behalf
of the entire people of this country, | bow my head in
shame that such a thing took place."

The assassination of the Indian Prime Minister on Oct.
31, 1984, allegedly by two Sikh members of her
security force, triggered an organized orgy of violence
and ethnic cleansing against Sikhs in India's capital city
of New Delhi and across the country.

Printed media and citizen commission reports show that
following the assassination of Mrs. Gandhi, thousands
of Sikh men and women were Killed and raped across
India over a period of at least two weeks. These reports
show that during these pogroms, thousands of Sikh men
were murdered, many necklaced with tires soaked in
kerosene and set afire by jubilant mobs, and thousands
of Sikh women were publicly raped, many in front of
their male relatives. The lucky few were saved by their
friends and neighbors of many faiths.

The Indian Government estimated the number of
persons killed in Delhi alone during the first three days
of November 1984 at nearly 2,700. A list of 3,870

names of Sikhs killed was published by Indian Express
newspaper on Nov. 1, 1989. The total for the country
is estimated to be about 20,000, with 10,000 in Delhi
alone. Several citizen commission reports have
documented that the leaders of India's ruling Congress
Party and officials of the Government organized and
encouraged these massacres to "teach the Sikhs a
lesson."

"Almost as many Sikhs died in a few days in India in
1984 than all the deaths and disappearances in Chile
during the 17-year military rule of Gen. Augusto
Pinochet between 1973 and 1990 ... Not only Chile,
but also Argentina, Peru, Mexico, South Africa, and
Ethiopia, among other nations, have been addressing
atrocities from decades past. India, in refusing to
confront its bloody recent history, stands in glaring
contrast to these nations," wrote Barbara Crossette, the
New York Times Bureau Chief in Delhi from 1988 to
1991, in her article, "India's Sikhs: Waiting for
Justice," published in the Summer 2004 issue of World
Policy Journal.

In the context of the Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh's parliamentary apology, it is particularly
disheartening that prominent politicians of his own
Congress political party who directly, and in person,
provoked the carnage of innocent Sikh citizens of
India have still not been brought to justice. A Sikh
woman witness to the direct involvement of one such
perpetrator is now being dissuaded from providing her
testimony.

In the last few weeks, reputed Indian media have
widely reported on video-recorded evidence of a
senior member of the Congress Party and of the
National Commission for Minorities, Mr. Harvendra
Hanspal, pressuring Ms. Nirpreet Kaur (whose father
had been brutally murdered in the pogroms) to not
testify against Mr. Sajjan Kumar, one of the prime
accused in the Delhi pogroms as well as a former
Member of Parliament and current member of the
Congress Party.

The Prime Minister's silence on this recent matter has
been deafening. The World Sikh Council -- America
Region recently wrote an open letter to the Indian
Prime Minister urging him that if his verbal apology is
sincerely held, then he should "walk the talk" by
taking appropriate action at this time by dismissing
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Mr. Hanspal from India's National Commission for
Minorities.

Mr. Hanspal's lack of integrity has now been
exposed and he is no longer fit to serve as a member
of the Commission whose primary objective is to
protect the rights of minorities in India. Mr. Hanspal
has abused his membership of the Commission and his
continuance on the Commission is detrimental to the
interests of minorities (particularly the  Sikh
community) and the public at large. Hence the Council
urged that he be removed as a member of the
Commission in line with the very essence of such a
Commission, and particularly in line with the
sentiments expressed in the Prime Minister's apology.
The Council has urged the Prime Minster to rise above
partisan politics as a statesman and make good on his
verbal apology by dismissing Mr. Hanspal from the
membership of the Commission. This is an opportunity
for him to showcase to India and the world that his
parliamentary apology is sincere and he is morally
committed to the path of reconciliation.

1984 was indeed a watershed for Sikhs in India and
abroad. The trauma of June 1984 Operation Bluestar
and the government sponsored pogroms that followed
in November 1984 have left a permanent impression on
the Sikh psyche. 1984 has altered and redefined the
dynamics of the Sikh relationship not only with the
political entity that is India, but also Indian society at
large. More than a quarter of a century later, 1984
remains unpunished and all the issues around it
unresolved.

The crimes committed against the Sikhs were
horrendous enough, but they become infinitely worse
when seen in the light of government collusion, if not
very active participation. Since 1984, justice has
remained both illusive and elusive. Justice delayed is
justice denied. A string of government appointed
inquiry commissions have only served to rub salt into
the wounds of the Sikhs. The guilty remain free.

The Sikhs need more than a Gandhian verbal apology.
Actions speak louder than words. We demand justice
from India -- the world's largest democracy -- that
transparency, accountability and restitution become a
cornerstone of its democracy not empty apologies and
rhetoric.

*kkkk

US SAW CONG HAND IN ANTI-SIKH
RIOTS, REVEALS WIKI LEAKS
I P Singh, May 6, 2011, 05.56am IST
Tags:
e wikileaks|
e Narendra Modi

JALANDHAR: The US was convinced of the
Congress government's hand in the 1984 anti-Sikh
riots and termed it as "opportunism" and "hatred" of
the government against Sikhs. The US also believed
that the BJP leadership didn't have the courage to ask
chief minister Narendra Modi to step down (following
the 2002 Gujarat riots) even after PM Manmohan
Singh apologised to the Sikhs after the filing of the
Nanavati Commission report.

A Wikileaks expose &€” that revealed a cable sent
from the US Embassy in August 2005 soon after Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh's apology to Sikhs
following the Nanavati Commission report a€” said,
"The PM's singular act of political courage stands in
exquisite contrast to the opportunism and hatred
directed by senior Gol officials against Sikhs in 1984."

WikiLeaks released this cable on April 22, 2011.

It said PM Manmohan Singh's apology to Sikhs
was "‘for the government's involvement in the 1984
riots", praised him for forcing the resignation of a
minister with long ties to the Gandhi family and
indicated that Sikhs died due to pogroms directed
by Congress office-bearers.

The US believed that the BJP leadership didn't have
the power to ask Modi to step down following the
2002 Guijarat riots even after Singh apologised for the
riots and acted against Sajjan Kumar and Jagdish
Tytler following the report.

The cable, signed by "Blake" (Robert O Blake, deputy
chief of mission at US embassy between 2003 and
2006), raised doubts over Modi's political career in the
section marked "Should Modi Be Worried?" but goes
on to say "BJP is in such disarray that the central
decision makers don't have the power to force Modi to
step down, and therefore he will remain at the helm of
Gujarat".

"The swift action of the Congress leadership in

K. T.F.of N. A. Inc. 3524 Rocky Ridge Way, El Dorado Hills, CA. 95762 22



The Sikh Bulletin

H5-TF U83 SHaAETIt

May-June 2011

sacrificing Tytler and Sajjan Kumar has raised
questions about the fate of Gujarat chief minister
Narendra Modi if a similar commission investigating
the 2002 Gujarat riots finds his government at fault,”
the cable said.

While the cable praises Singh, calling his act a sign of
"political courage”, "momentous” and "almost
Gandhian”, it exposes the weakness within BJP. "The
speed with which Congress forced two of the party's
senior leaders to step down and released an apology to
the nation, pre-empted BJP and Left party criticism,
leaving the Opposition with little ammunition with
which to attack the UPA," the cable said.

"The Press quoted a senior BJP MP as saying, the
government has not only blunted the edge of our
campaign, it has put a lid on it," the cable said.

*kkk*k

NAMES OF TOP SIKH MILITANTS
DELETED FROM BLACKLIST
Prabhjot Singh/TNS
Chandigarh, May 13, 2011A

Top idealogues of the Khalistan movement in Punjab in
the eighties are among 117 persons taken off the
blacklist of the Union Home Ministry. Among them are
Ganga Singh Dhillon, Ripudaman Singh Malik and
Inderjit Singh Reyat, who stood trial in the Kanishka
blast case, and president of the International Sikh
Students Federation, Satinder Pal Singh Gill.

Others to benefit from the review is the family of top
Babbar leader Talwinder Singh Parmar besides several
militant leaders like Satnam Singh Babbar, Daya Singh,
Ranjit Singh, alias Neeta, Lakhbir Singh Rode, and
Mehal Singh, alias Atma, alias Bhai alias Bhatt, alias
Jat. The Tribune has the complete list of 142 names that
have been deleted from the blacklist. These include 25
names that were deleted in November last.

Interestingly,the names of Paramjit Singh Panjwar, alias
Pamma, alias Pinderjit, and Wadhawa Singh Chacha,
whose names appear in the list of the top 50 wanted
men hiding in Pakistan- also appear in the delete list.
The name of late Jagjit Singh Chohan, who died after
his return to India, also figures in the list. Thekedar
Jaswant Singh and another Kahlistan idealogue
Gurmeet Singh Aulakh are also off the blacklist. The

complete list of the Sikh NRIs whose names have been
deleted from the blacklist was received by the Delhi
Gurdwara Management Committee from the Ministry
of Home Affairs today.

“When I came to the office this evening, | checked the
mail and found this important letter from the Ministry
of Home Affairs,” says Paramjit Singh Sarna,
president of the DSGMC. “As of now, of rgw 169
Sikh NRIs on the blacklist, 142 names have been taken
off because of our persistent efforts,” claims Sarna.

Contrary to the claims by the Punjab Government that
it had forced the Home Ministry to review the list, a
letter from the Home Ministry to the DSGMC says the
review had been done following the directions of the
Delhi High Court in response to its writ petition dated
February 9,2011.

The list: Gurpal Singh, alias Mandip Singh, alias
Hardip Singh, alias Surjit Singh Bittoo, alias Patwari,
S/o Sohan Singh; Harvinder Singh Bhatheri s/o
Bakhtawar Singh; Ripudaman Singh Malik; Daljit
Singh Sekhon s/o Gurdip Singh; Gian Singh Sandhu;
Inderjit Singh Reyat; Jagdish Singh Bhura, alias
Doctor, S/o Gulzar Singh; Tazinder Singh Kaloe, alias
Chhote, alias Singhanwala, alias Tajinder Singh; Bikar
Singh Nijjar; Ranjit Singh Sandhu; Saudagar Singh
Sandhu; Gurpartap Singh, alias Battu, alias Gurwant
Singh, alias Bath, alias Gurigbal, s/o Ajit Singh Jat;
Satinder Singh Gill, alias Jathedar, alias Shamir, alias
Raina, alias Jat, alias Sikh s/o Baldev Singh; Satinder
Pal Singh Gill, alias Ambassador s/o Udham Singh Jat;
Kashmira Singh, alias Kashmir Singh; Balbir Singh
s/o Bachittar Singh; Gurdial Singh Lalli s/o Menga
Singh; Gurdip Singh Pardesh, alias Milkha s/o Ajit
Singh; Hardvinder Singh, alias Tarvinder Singh s/o
Ranjit Singh; Harmit Singh Bakna s/o Jagtar Singh;
Rachpal Singh s/o Hardip Singh; Satpal Singh Khinda
s/o Narinderjit Singh; Satnam Singh Babbar s/o
Nirwan Singh; Jagtar Singh, alias Tari, alias Sarpanch,
alias Panjola s/o Malkiat Singh; Parminder Singh
Bajwa, alias Bittoo s/o Mahinder Singh Bajwa;
Tarsem Singh, alias Sema, alias Karam Singh s/o
Atma Singh; Chattar Singh s/o Manna Singh; Daya
Singh s/o Ishar Singh; Gulab Singh s/o Manna Singh;
Naam Singh s/o Ishar Singh; Ranjit Singh, alias Neeta,
alias Manpreet s/o Darshan Singh; Jagroop Singh
Nihang, alias Chattar Singh; Lakhbir Singh Rode allias
Lakhu, alias Lakhbir Singh Barar s/o Late Jagir Singh;
Mehal Singh, alias Atma, alias Bhai, alias Bhatt, alias
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Jat s/o0 Jind Singh; Parmjit Singh Panjvar, alias Paramjit
Singh Panjvar, alias Pamma, alias Pinderjit s/o
Kashmira Singh (Jat); Surinder Singh, alias Chacha,
alias Sekhon, alias Surinder Singh, alias Bhau s/o
Devinder Singh; Wadhwa Singh Chacha s/o Amar
Singh; Dalip Singh s/o Gian Singh; Jasbir Singh s/o
Hira Singh; Karan Singh, alias Karam Singh s/o
Balwant Singh; Igbal Singh Jagat; Jagjit Singh
Chauhan; Davinder Singh Nahal, alias Devinder Singh,
alias Baig s/o Late Karnail Singh; Loveshinder Singh,
alias Love s/o Avtar Singh; Randhir Singh s/o Charan
Singh; Tarsem Singh Mehal s/o Baba Singh Ramgarhia;
Ajit Singh Khera; Amrik Singh, alias Malkiat Singh;
Balbir Singh Atwal; Mukhtiar Singh Baghel, alias
Gurmukh Singh alias Dhanna s/o Gurdev Singh;
Narinderjit Singh Thandi s/o Bachan Singh Thandi;
Nirmal Singh; Parminder Singh Bal; Paramjit Singh
Sidhu s/o Gurdev Singh Sidhu; Ganga Singh Dhillon
s/o S Khan Singh; Gurdeep Singh Sohal s/o Lohar
Singh; Gurmeet Singh Aulakh, alias Gurmit Singh
Aulakh s/ Sunder Singh; Harbhajan Singh Gill s/o
Partap Singh; Gurcharan Singh Saidpur s/o Jagir Singh;
Nirmal Singh Nimma s/o Mohar Singh; Dhanna Singh,
alias Balbir Singh s/o Joginder Singh; Harinder Singh
Babbar, alias Bhakta; Pramit Singh Ajrawat, alias Dr
Pramjit Singh Ajrawat s/o Pritam Singh; Satinder Singh
Gill, alias John Gill alias Satwinder Singh, alias Bhola,
alias Gill s/o Gurdev Singh Master; Gurjinder Singh,
alias Mana s/o Late Mohinder Singh; Jagjit Singh, alias
Billa s/o Hansa Singh; Sukhwinder Singh, alias Penta
s/o Teja Singh; Harbhajan Singh Bhinder, alias
Chowdhury Bhajan Singh Bhinder, alias BS Igbal, alias
Igbal, alias Igbal Singh, alias Igbal Choudhary, alias
Bhagan Singh Bhinder; Parsham Singh, alias Parsan
Singh, alias Persian Singh s/o Sewa Singh Lubana;
Asaf Shaujah; Bablir Singh Nijjar; Gian Singh Chitti
s/o Didar Singh Chitti; Baljit Singh; Jaideep Singh;
Rajbir Singh; Santokh Singh, alias Khela, alias Bualla,
alias Santokh Singh Khela s/o Chain Singh; Hakkam
Singh Bhinds; Kuldip Brar; Piara Singh Pannesar;
Surinder Singh Gill; Balkaranjit Singh Gill, alias
Balkaran; Jaspal Singh, alias Jassa; Satinder Bir Singh
Randhawa s/o Harjit Singh; Prof Uday Singh, alias
Jawant Singh; Gurinder Singh; Jagwinder Singh;
Charan Singh; Gurpal Singh, alias Pala; Tehal Singh;
Gurbax Singh; Pritpal Singh, alias Honey; Rajinder
Singh, alias Mona; Gurjant Singh, alias Bunty s/o
Gurnam Singh; Harjinder Singh, alias Billa, alias Giani
alias Kala s/o Gian Singh; Sukhdev Singh Chottu s/o
Malkiat Singh; Balbir Singh Sandhu s/o Sardara Singh;

Bhupinder Singh, alias Bhinda s/o Gurcharan Singh;
Harcharan Singh Gill; Kewal Singh Nagra; Satwant
Singh Sandhu; Aniljit Singh Uppal; Jarnail Singh
Heer; Raminder Singh Bhander s/o Balwant Singh
Bhander; Harjit Singh Atwal s/o Sohan Singh Atwal,
Jethinder Singh Narwal, alias Roman, alias Jathinder
Singh Narwal Roman; Jawinder Parwar s/o Talwinder
Singh Parmar; Narinder Singh Parmar s/o Talwinder
Singh Parmar; Rajinder Kaur Parmar, alias Cheema
s/o Talwinder Singh Parmar; Surinder Singh Parmar
s/o Talwinder Singh Parmar; Satwinder Singh Heir;
Parmajit S Johal; Harkiran Singh Kular; Mokham
Singh Bagri s/o Ajaib Singh Bagri; Jatinder Singh
Gill; Gurcharan Singh s/o Sohan Singh Jat; Balwinder
Singh alias Dhillon alias Khalsa s/o Sohan Singh.

*kkkk

TIME TO FORGIVE,
HELP BUILD A NEW INDIA,
CHIDAMBARAM TO SIKHS

Tribune News Service
New Delhi, June 25, 2011

Seeking to put behind memories of the 1984 anti-Sikh
riots, Union Home Minister P Chidambaram on
Saturday said the country has moved on since the
“tragic incident” and that it was time to “forgive” and
build a new India.

“It is time that we forgive and move on to build a new
India where every citizen irrespective of faith has
equal place,” Chidambaram said while addressing a
function here to felicitate him for his role in removing
names of 142 Sikhs from the Home Ministry’s
‘blacklist’.

The Kendriya Guru Singh Sabha (KGSS), a body
headed by Tarvinder Singh Marwah, a Congress MLA
from Jangpura in south Delhi, had organised the event.

“We have moved on when Rajiv Gandhi was the
Prime Minister, we have moved on subsequently, we
have moved on when Manmohan Singh made that
poignant speech asking for forgiveness, we moved on
since Sonia Gandhi became Congress president,” he
said.

The Home Minister was referring to Manmohan
Singh’s speech in Parliament in 2005 where he
apologised to the Sikh community for the incident.
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“One small step had remained and that was to remove
the names from what is called the blacklist. I am happy
that | played a small and humble part in removing 142
names from the list,” Chidambaram said.

The government, last month, had removed from its
“blacklist” the names of 142 wanted terrorists and their
associates. All of them are based in Europe, US,
Canada and Pakistan.

Noting that government would initiate all possible steps
to address the grievances of the Sikh community, he
said orders would be issued “shortly” to help the Sikhs
who have returned from strife-hit Afghanistan.

Referring to the community’s complaint that it faces
difficulties in getting visa to visit Nankana Sahib, he
said the issue is also being addressed to.

*kkk*k

CAN’T FORGIVE THE KILLERS:
RIOT VICTIMS

Tribune News Service
Patiala/Ludhiana, June 26, 2011

Rejecting P Chidambaram’s advice to the Sikh
community to forget the bitter memories of the 1984
riots and move on, families of several victims, who
shifted to Ludhiana after the carnage, said they could
never overcome the tragedy.

““Our wounds continue to bleed as justice eludes us.
Our dear ones were tortured and killed and our
world was shattered. We cannot forget the 1984
riots and forgive those responsible,”” was the
common refrain of the women widowed in the anti-
Sikh riots.

Charanjit Kaur, a woman who lost seven members of
her family, including her husband, two sons and
brothers-in-law, recalled the nightmare: ‘‘We were
ruined. They were burnt alive. My one-day-old son was
snatched from my lap and stabbed.””

Gurdial Kaur, a 70-year-old woman, who lost her two
sons in the riots, said, ‘“We often wake up in the middle
of the night in panic as we continue to relive the horror
of that day. We are unable to forget the bloodshed and
the loss of our near and dear ones.

“We want the guilty to be punished. I cannot forget the
ruthless killing of my sons aged 18 and 23. | will not
forgive their killers. “Chidambaram has made a
mockery of our suffering with his remarks.”’

Removing the names from the blacklist and the Prime
Minister seeking forgiveness does not justify what was
done, complains Harbans Kaur whose husband never
returned after being abducted and her son’s fingers
were amputated.

SAD general secretary Prem Singh Chandumajra
said it was “extremely unfortunate” that instead of
punishing the guilty, the Union Home Minister was
asking the Sikh community to forget the anti-Sikh
riots.

Chidambaram had yesterday said that the country had
moved on since the tragic incident and that it was time
to forgive and build a new India.

Various Sikh organisations, including the SAD,
alleged that Chidambaram was justifying the denial of
justice to the victims of the November 1984 Sikh
‘genocide’.

*kkkk

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
PUBLIC STATEMENT

On Devender Pal Singh Bhullar’s Death Sentence
Al Index ASA 20/033/2011
24 June 2011

India: Amnesty International calls for death sentence
on Devender Pal Singh not to be carried out Amnesty
International calls on the Government of India not to
carry out the death sentence imposed on Devender Pal
Singh in 2001 after his conviction in an unfair trial.
Under international law, the execution of a person
convicted and sentenced to death in an unfair trial is a
violation of the right to life.

Police claim that Devender Pal Singh (also known as
Davinder Pal Singh Bhullar) made a statement
confessing to involvement in a 1993 bomb attack in
Delhi killing nine people — a statement which he
subsequently retracted. In August 2001, with that
retracted confession as the sole evidence against him,
he was convicted of committing a terrorist act
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resulting in death, conspiracy to murder and various
other offences and sentenced to death. The conviction
and death sentence were confirmed in March 2002,
though one of the three judges on the Supreme Court
appeal bench found him not guilty. A further review
petition was dismissed by the same Supreme Court
judges, again by a 2 to 1 majority, in December 2002. A
clemency petition to the Indian President was rejected
in May 2011, clearing the way for the execution to take
place.

A teacher at an Engineering College, Devender Pal
Singh was suspected by the police of involvement in a
bomb attack on a senior police officer in 1991 as part of
the ongoing armed movement for an independent Sikh
state. Unable to trace him, the police reportedly
abducted and killed his father and uncle in December
1991. A number of police officials have been indicted
for those abductions in a criminal investigation which is
still ongoing. In 1994, hearing that he was also
suspected of involvement in a bomb blast in Delhi in
1993 that killed 9 persons, and fearing torture and
extrajudicial execution, Devender Pal Singh attempted
to flee to Canada under a false identity and was arrested
in transit at Frankfurt airport. He applied for asylum in
Germany, but this was rejected and he was
subsequently returned to India in January 1995.

On return to India he was arrested at New Delhi’s
international airport for travelling on false documents.
The police claim that during questioning, Devender Pal
Singh admitted to involvement in the Delhi bomb blast.
He was therefore arrested and tried under the Terrorist
and Disruptive Activities (Prevention) Act (TADA) —a
subsequently lapsed law that itself contained numerous
provisions which were inconsistent with international
legal principles of fair trial.

Devender Pal Singh had no access to a lawyer during
his initial detention — the period in which the police
claim that he made a detailed confession of his
involvement in the conspiracy to carry out the bomb
attack. The Human Rights Committee, the UN body
charged with overseeing the implementation of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

(ICCPR), to which India is a state party, has stated that
all persons arrested must have immediate access to
counsel. The UN Special Rapporteur on the
independence of judges and lawyers has also noted the
importance of the presence of an attorney during police

interrogation observing particularly “The absence of
legal counsel gives rise to the potential for abuse...”

In an application retracting the alleged confessional
statement, Devender Pal Singh stated that he had not
made any confession, but he had been “physically
manhandled, threatened with encounter extinction
[extra judicial execution] and was forced to sign
several blank papers”. The appellate judgment of the
Supreme Court also refers to this: “According to him,
he was made to sign some blank and partly written
papers under threat and duress and entire proceedings
were fabricated upon those documents”. A petition
filed in the Supreme Court by Devender Pal Singh also
refers to “coercion and torture” in extracting the
alleged confession. The Supreme Court appellate
judgment also records that in his statement to the trial
court, Devender Pal Singh further clarified that en
route to the hearing by the judicial magistrate who was
to verify the voluntariness of his statement, “he was
told that if he made any statement to the Court, he
would be handed over to Punjab Police who would kill
him in an encounter”.

Such treatment violates the prohibition on torture and
other cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment set out in
Article 7 of the ICCPR and the right to fair trial which
includes, as set out in Article 14(3)(g) of the ICCPR,
the right not to be compelled to testify against oneself
or to confess guilt. The Human Rights Committee has
stressed that this means there must be no direct or
indirect physical or undue psychological pressure from
the investigating authorities -- and in particular no
torture or other ill-treatment -- on a person in order to
obtain a confession; that statements or confessions
obtained in violation of the prohibition on torture or
other illtreatment must be excluded from evidence;
and that, where a person alleges that they have made a
statement as a result of torture or other ill-treatment,
the burden is on the state to prove that their statement
was made of their own free will. Moreover, where a
complaint about torture or other ill-treatment has been
made, it must be investigated promptly and
impartially.

However, the retraction complaint and subsequent
statement made in the trial court by Devender Pal
Singh that his statement confessing to the bomb blast
was made as a result of torture appear to have been
summarily dismissed by both the trial and appellate
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court. No investigation into his complaints took place.
Moreover, the requirement in TADA that a judicial
magistrate verify the voluntariness of a confession
made to the police was not complied with adequately.
The minority appellate judge who found Devender Pal
Singh not guilty noted that the statement of the judicial
magistrate shows that he asked only one question:
whether the statement was recorded on the particular
date. The appellate judge noted that the magistrate
asked no further questions; that when Devender Pal
Singh was produced before the magistrate he was in
police custody and police officials were present in the
courtroom during the proceedings; and that the
magistrate “did not think it necessary to take the
accused to his chamber to assess his mental state. He
also admitted that ... no [confessional] statement of

the accused was produced before him.”

The failure of the courts to order an investigation into
Devender Pal Singh’s complaints of threats, torture,
duress and fabrication was compounded by the majority
judges of the appellate court who shifted the burden of
proof to the defence. Instead of requiring the
prosecution to show that the confession was made
voluntarily, the majority judgment asserted that once
the prosecution had shown that the requirements of the
TADA act and its rules were complied with, “it is for
the accused to show and satisfy the court that the
confessional statement was not made voluntarily.” Yet
where lawyers for Devender Pal Singh were able to
show that procedural requirements of the TADA rules
were not complied with by the police, the judgment
dismisses such non-compliance as “not being an
incurable illegality” and “merely a procedural
requirement”, concluding, “Procedure is handmaiden
and not the mistress of law, intended to subserve and
facilitate the cause of justice and not to govern or
obstruct it”.

The appellate court did not pay due regard to the
importance of the requirement to investigate Devender
Pal Singh’s complaints that his confession had been
made as a result of torture and other ill-treatment. The
majority judgment stated: “A mere statement that
requisite procedures and safeguards were not observed
or that statement was recorded under duress or coercion
is really of no consequence. Such a stand can be taken
in every case by the accused after having given the
confessional statement. It could not be shown as to why
the [police] officials would falsely implicate the

accused.” The judgment concluded, “The presumption
that a person acts honestly applies as much in favour
of a police officer as of other persons, and it is not
judicial approach to distrust and suspect him without
good grounds therefor. Such an attitude can do neither
credit to the magistracy nor good to the public. It can
only run down the prestige of police administration.”

Such a conclusion is at odds with the frequent
allegations of torture in police custody, particularly of
TADA detainees. The concerns about the unlikely
claim by police that Devender Pal Singh suddenly
chose to make a statement confessing to having
committed an act of mass murder while being
questioned about offences of travelling on false
documents are additionally serious given this context.
Further, it should be noted that under current Indian
law, confessional statements must be made before a
judicial magistrate if they are to be admissible as
evidence — those made to the police are not admissible.

In this case, there was no other evidence against
Devender Pal Singh to secure or uphold his conviction
and death sentence. On appeal, Devender Pal Singh’s
counsel noted that his coaccused (against whom the
sole evidence was also the alleged confession of
Devender Pal Singh) had been acquitted, and argued
that he should be given the benefit of the doubt. To
this, the majority appellate judgment, rejecting a key
principle of criminal justice, stated: ‘Exaggerated
devotion [to] the rule of benefit of doubt must not
nurture fanciful doubts or lingering suspicions ...
Justice cannot be made sterile on the plea that it is
better to let hundred guilty escape than punish an
innocent... Proof beyond reasonable doubt is a
guideline, not a fetish.”

While not every minor procedural failure justifies the
quashing of a conviction, in this case the combination
of the denial of access to a lawyer — which the Human
Rights Committee and theUN Special Rapporteur on
torture have identified as a crucial guarantee against
torture — and the failure of the judicial magistrate to
verify the voluntariness of the alleged confession are

not minor procedural failures. These are key failures
which cast doubt on the admissibility of the statement
of confession which was the only evidential basis for a
conviction and a death sentence. At the very least there
must be an impartial, independent and thorough
investigation into Devender Pal Singh’s complaint of
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torture and, unless such an investigation conclusively
establishes that his statement was not made as a result
of torture or other ill-treatment, the conviction should
be quashed and the case submitted for retrial.

The Human Rights Committee has stressed that in trials
leading to the imposition of the death penalty
“scrupulous respect of the guarantees of fair trial is
particularly important”. The imposition of a sentence of
death upon conclusion of a trial, in which the provisions
of Article 14 of the Covenant [ICCPR] have not been
respected, constitutes a violation of the right to life
(Article 6 [ICCPR]).”

Amnesty International calls upon the Government of
India to not carry out the execution of Devender Pal
Singh. He should be removed from death row
immediately and retried in proceedings that are in
compliance with international standards of fair trial and
without recourse to the death penalty. Amnesty
International opposes the death penalty in all cases
without exception regardless of the nature of the crime,
the characteristics of the offender, or the method used
by the state to kill the prisoner.

*khkkk

UNITED SIKHS
Press Release
Warrant of Arrest Issued against Punjab Police
Officer in Mohali Turban Case

17 April 2011, Mohali, Panjab —A bailable warrant of
arrest was issued yesterday against the concerned
officer of Mohali Phase VIII Police Station for failing
to attend court to report on a complaint filed by
UNITED SIKHS concerning the removal of a turban of
a Sikh youth by two Punjab Police officers last month.

Judicial Magistrate First Class, Jaswinder Singh, said
that the warrant is being issued because the officer had
failed to attend court yesterday despite receiving the
summons to do so. The officer has been summoned,
through a bailable warrant in the sum of 5000 Rs and
one surety, to attend court on 26th May 20011 and to
also file the report on the turban removal incident on
that date.

“We are very concerned that the Punjab Police has not
taken the incident of the willful removal of a Sikh’s
turban seriously. It’s an affront to justice that Punjab

Police are prepared to ignore a judicial order. We call
upon the Director General of Punjab Police to issue a
statement explaining why the concerned police officer
did not attend court yesterday and failed to file a report
on the incident,” said Mejindarpal Kaur, Legal
Director of UNITED SIKHS.

UNITED SIKHS lawyer, Sukhwinder Singh, had filed
on 31st March 2011 a criminal complaint with the
Mohali Judicial Magistrate First Class about
the willful public removal of one Jagjit Singh’s turban
by a Punjab Police officer, who said he was acting on
the instructions of a police superintendent. Judicial
Magistrate First Class, Amanpreet Singh, had ordered
the Police to respond with a report on 16th April 2011.

The incident, that has hurt the religious sentiments of
the global Sikh Community, took place on March 28,
2011 near the PCA stadium, Mohali, Panjab. A Sikh
youth, participating in a peaceful sit-in staged by
retrenched rural veterinary pharmacists
and employees, was pulled aside by police officials
and his Turban was forcibly removed without cause.
The police official responsible for the act is a Mohali
Phase VIII Station House Officer (SHO), Sub-
Inspector Kulbhushan, and he said he acted on orders
from Mohali Superintendent of Police (SP)- Pritam
Singh to remove the turban of the Sikh individual who
had requested that his turban not be touched. A video
of the incident may be  watched at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ONYV8hUKN3Y
You may read our previous press release on the
aforementioned incident at
http://www.unitedsikhs.org/PressReleases/PRSRLS-
31-03-2011-00.html

Issued by:

Sundeep Kaur

International Civil and Human Rights Advocacy
Law-global@unitedsikhs.org

+91 9779957973
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MASS GRAVE OF SIKHS KILLED IN
NOVEMBER 1984 DISCOVERED IN
JAMMU

AISSF-SFJ to File Writ Petition before Jammu and Kashmir High
Court Against Government's Lack of Action on F.I.R Regarding
Killing of Sikhs
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A Mass Grave has been discovered in District Reasi,
Jammu & Kashmir where 16 Sikhs were mercilessly
murdered by crushing their heads on November 1,
1984. The victims were inside Gurudwara Singh Sabha
Talwara colony when the attackers came for them on
November 1, 1984, dragged them out and murdered
them by crushing their heads with stones and rocks.

According to the 26 years old FIR and other official
documents excavated by AISSF and SFJ, 16 Sikhs who
were attacked and killed on November 1, 1984 in
Talwara Colony, Reasi, Jammu & Kashmir were mostly
employees working at nearby Salar Dam. On November
1, 1984, a group of attackers came to the Gurudwara
Singh Sabha Talwara Colony where the victims had
taken shelter. The attackers got hold of the victims and
then tortured to death 16 of them by crushing and
grinding their heads with rocks and stones.

AISSF & SFJ announced that they will file a writ
petition before Jammu and Kashmir High Court against
the Government's inaction against killing of 16 deaths.
It is a matter of grave concern that "despite the
evidence and filing of FIR, the killing and murder of 16
Sikhs in Reasi Jammu was not even investigated let
alone prosecuted"”, stated attorney Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun Legal Advisor to Sikhs For Justice.

According to Karnail Singh Peermohammad President
AISSF, not only the killing of Sikhs in Reasi was brutal
and ruthless but the continuous denial of justice is also
equally ruthless. Just like the case of Hondh-Chillar
Mass Grave, AISSF and SFJ will also take action in the
case of Reasi killing by approaching the High Court
and by seeking justice for the Sikh victims, added
Peermohammad.

AISSF and SFJ released the copies of F.I.R filed 26
years ago and the copies of other documents along with
the list of the 16 Sikhs who were killed on November
1984 at Reasi, Jammu & Kashmir.
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List of Sikhs Killed

e Ratan Singh Son Of Chetan Singh Foremen,Village
Mastuana Post Of Badala Bangar,Gurdaspur, Punjab

e Mukhtyar Singh Son Of Preetam Singh Post Office Rosi
Kehla Badala Bangar,Gurdaspur, Punjab

e Heera Singh Son Of Mukhtar Singh Jwala Flour Mil Bhai
Gurnampura Street Shekhwa Wali Amritsar(Punjab)

e Ranjit Singh Son Of Sadu Singh Foreman.Village Bartiya
Postoffice Raowalagarh,Nagar Solan Himachal Pardesh

e Manjit Singh Son Of Sohan Singh Electricians Village
Lidopur Post Office Kahnowal Gurdaspur(Punjab)

e Satnam Singh S/O Bachan Singh  Telephone
Inspector,Village Nawan,Post Office Babehali
Gurdaspur(Punjab)

e  Giyan Singh S/O Amar Singh Vill.Hargowala, Postoffice
And Distt.Hoshairpur(Punjab)

Rashpal Singh Vill.Mansak Distt Hoshairpur Punjab
Tersaim Singh S/O Charan Singh Atwal,Vill And Distt
Thahto Chak, Teh-Tarntarn,Distt Amritsar(Punjab)

e  Beer Singh S/O Suriya Vill And Postoffice Galgalri,Distt
Gurdaspur(Punjab)

e Resham Singh S/O Mohan Singh Vill And Teh-
Nusapanna Dist- Hoshairpur(Punjab)

e Ratan Singh S/O Lal Singh Dyanpura Poatoffice Narula
Gurdaspur

e Amar Singh S/O Ranjit Singh Vill And Post Office Raipur
Madan, Tahal Bansal ,Dist-Himachal Pradesh

e  Surinder Singh S/O Preetam Singh Matrala,Post Office
Bahat Dist-Gurdaspur

e  Bhupinder Singh S/O Jaswant Singh,Vill-Singhpura
Baramulla(Kashmir)

e Janak Singh Poni Shayad Parakh Jammu

Widow Bibi Sudesh Kaur W/O Rashpal Singh

Widow Bibi Kishan Kaur W/O Resham Singh
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PUNJABI GETS STATUS OF SECOND
LANGUAGE IN WEST BENGAL

Perneet Singh Tribune News Service,
Amritsar, May 28, 2011

West Bengal Tourism Minister Rachpal Singh at the Golden
Temple in Amritsar on Saturday. A Tribune photo

In her very first set of official decisions after taking the
charge, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Bannerjee
has granted Punjabi (Gurmukhi) the status of second
language in the state.

West Bengal Tourism Minister Rachpal Singh, who
hails from Punjab, revealed this after paying obeisance
at the Golden Temple here today. According to him,
with this decision those appearing in competitive exams
in West Bengal can also opt for Punjabi as a medium of
examination.

The minister said they are preparing a list of historic
gurdwaras in West Bengal, most of which are
associated with Guru Nanak Dev and Guru Teg
Bahadur, and will soon start working on their
renovation. “We will also ensure that they are brought
into the tourism circuit of West Bengal,” he averred.

On the recent development vis-a-vis visit of Sikh jathas
to Bangladesh gurdwaras, he said they will facilitate the
devotees in every way possible, including lodging and
boarding in West Bengal, while being en route to
Bangladesh.

A former IPS officer, Rachpal Singh said his priority
was to showcase West Bengal’s tourism, which offers a
wide variety ranging from wildlife to religious tourism.
He said Bengal has key tourist destinations in the form
of Darjeeling, Sunderbans, Plassey, Murshidabad,
Terracota temples of Bishnupur and Shanti Niketan. He

said the TMC government will make all the efforts to
get world heritage site status for Darjeeling, which had
faced utter neglect during the previous Left regime. He
said the biggest challenge before him would be to
make tourism viable for lower middle income groups.
Earlier, Rachpal Singh visited Sri Harmandar Sahib
and offered “rumala sahib” on behalf of the new West
Bengal CM, besides himself paying his reverence at
the shrine.

Mamata had on Thursday announced that Bengal will
now have six “second official” languages. English and
Bengali are the two official languages of the state.
Urdu, Gurmukhi, Nepali, OI-Chiki, Oriya and Hindi
have been added to this list. Out of its total population
of nine crore, Bengal has 4 lakh Punjabis.
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&g uz 3 Qurfonr #t: “Hs ¥is® feg Adt sH 1T
ammﬁ@éﬁn”(m H:A, a9 JH,
685)|HraaTaneHW?§am{rWFﬁ“wu—du
mma‘rz?'a‘rn”(a;@aja,wmzmﬁéww’]w@%
(398 Ho® u, IY A, 1140)y|€11%3¢rrf‘3mrr|ajg
35 & yH3HT & f8ar-3v 3 €30 I a far A
M3 HIE-YU's AHTH ©f 937 o & Jufent 8 It
ydre é]?l?ﬂﬁmrf it HAgI TAT Aes |

9. WWFWWMWWW
mm%mmﬁﬁﬁﬁm@%zﬁ
Srfant A7 Ao ATl wiA HAY §H Aasu 3 o
TJ I UT T < fais »iF € HAT T U9 I »i3 TH
T JIIT I nfA nifge3T 6T I3T IBA J fier @37

Tafsnr gwifa &2 feg 937 Fur At AT ndar
gJdt A3, 39uat, gfaguintt, udshot T Ifent &t
FIHT TRt I fa oo oo¥ w & 63 & F9ag
5 14 &g ny & yorg J,“wiadt Arfag Aehr
IS UET WS | vt Ufg & g8t nia@t ote
TS | 3763 e g T If9 I A3TS 1 V@T I,
UaT 1245) |

11. »fgd ¥3 & I A fod® It €3
WUTg3 I& | UIH YA ff9 fou vifrg famrs &
I5 fa g@dit-g&ant JaH3T & Tudhot 3t
A3T Holls, fors fengy J17e aod & Hdnit
mmm@wwwmﬁﬁaﬂw
3 B § HH ¥ Tef &% BT U 3% AT o Ufanr
& fgodt g3 I 39 I fAam Tt A Herg &
Wﬁgmm?wwmﬁ A
Fd3 3 Y &1 fasr A9 3% Jet qIHS &dt 1’
fegst Msﬂiwgdoi%‘%wﬁmﬁa—w’é
Ufdeass T 3T A9 AT © 3493 €3 ufost @9
ydre o3t fan 3 fasr wiv-od® Iw-ysu € AT
II&T T wiHse Jifimeess % I B339 w
g I Ade I5 1fomrs & miy 3 AEET ufesasT
T AHT S “famrfs war IfF el 3Tt HE 35
fsarg dfen” (@9 g, 637)

12. Budaz vinferew T fEx ufos @ § feg
Yy & TIIHEE I fa mi‘aﬂa—dmﬁrm
&t 3HY fige =8 UdiEg &9 wels d& Feer ot
Aegar @9 udg A8ar1’ feg =fod nidat AT »is
ﬁﬁwﬁgmmaﬁmséﬂmﬁﬁ
IT A3TIHS ﬁgaﬂ?ﬂwrrauﬁwrr%ﬁre%wa
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HT HABH'S H3? qd € 50g HE ‘B »iH® & H3
A8 3 AEe I (“I@r fgAfz & e g2 A9
FHfel”- g dE, 141)ifeg Y »= ude T
AoEd I fa » 89 mer &JF nrfenr 7 TR §
MUST  MUS-MY & MOTeasT € I€ & YHES &9
A |

a

13.  J9 3%k © QueH ¥ ni3H €5 J IBAH,
UJHGTH, JIHG™H, FIHGTH H®HT fHH & Id UH
yuz nifiz & &3 for w=s weu dles T
ifo3Hx 29T AT 3T (“far 7% foft a9 3
TaT e B »ifys 39 urdt M8 I1E38 I/ 3y g3IEt
iy feg €& &dt /g1 7 - 319 JH, 598) IfeT &<t
HoY T AI® J féafan fa €1 & nis & Ae <t
mﬂéﬁuﬁaﬁwwammmfeﬁ‘
TH & HH € & &% &J7 Ifom I8H & HasST yus
a9 I BI-ALT § WIS WEIH g w3 TR §
if=3Ha 3Jat Afen 139 &6d & &ffmr fx 79
AHTH Wifdd HoY Adfe3 &9 & A<t AY-96 & 9J

WWEWWW&WEWHW

39 8 uSfimdm AT yusT ygg efenr-faus
d]?ﬁﬂ?é%@?éﬂ?jwaéaﬁ@ﬂém
TY-TIT, SHI-ASH B 3% 393 BF 77&dT | HEHST
3 J9 56K € TH MTE9A € IT & 7 o i 853
JI

15. ufg® Al &g yadlee ¢ 2oe s
w3 BT ¥ II X T firs nwmE I
fifon 18ast Sfimr f& A9 793 § dae & a9H
96 T N & & o yATdt 98 I€ I5:“HE fear
3fz O3t et off gt A9 aAEtl Y @9 g,
471-472)| usRIT FI1 9 wu & goHfenr fx
ST, FIHE M3 Ad AT HaH3T T §A T Uar
IegAZ T6“TE g B HE wfel goHE s
dor wrfe | F7dft gaf3 & AT »igi 318 §7A3 o
401 (@9 qE, 662)1 HEY M3 YHSHT © <O
ww%@n%wmamam
O(I:$' )’H_D’ (‘)O('IdVHTIZi'HdG'E:I W Ha< fg\_:f @W

8¥la AaeT J13t I vy ‘FIR Y7 »ESE (A3
dd d9 36 €8 Il - I J9eH, 24-2-7)

14. HdY3T & TH UJIORT BT I9 & f¥x U=
%m!%ﬁmn?ﬁwawaﬂ?mg?uﬁwwam
YHSHT § “HIT USHY’ Afent (“Ad & fAgaS a1
£l el - 9 d8, 142) 1876 yIer fost
“yfgsr HIT FEB” I “fAg ofd & T& At
g (arda'rer 1412) i3 TR yfaferm § yH=HT
@ﬁwaaaﬁﬁwm?ﬁ?w“ 78 3@ un
yBE 90,7 (39 dF, 1412)|1°&1§r@’1‘%—&%T
F ufgst 13 Jg® J9 I HeY JUeH 3 T
AE®% g foé3r fa g ‘movm s ¥ “amer =
ufgesessT” (9 dF, 74) 95 J 539 7 faorr (“y=
&8 &g H9 I8 539 &8 AT 39 q=a 1l V- I
a8, Hiq, g dfF, 221) »3 fodw, fore, oAz,
W%W%W%ﬁauﬁwgwﬁaﬁm
et fod3a afsnriadld Mt € AUd & §F & Ao a9
fexrfeng: ¢ anﬁ&%eﬂﬁaa—:’n ygAT
yawa%%%aagsa%ﬁsn” @9 &5, 1105)1

Ad ARG © #dt HF I %mﬂm@amaw
fersdt-Af3arg, sI3d-3 »3 ABUE &% T&

fegst Bat & Wg nig-ferer S»8s © <3 AN I8
S | feTst § IBH UF X TAHE B § nifgnft
JIE& & TR FIfent I infad R aw
FHOE € UAOdMT & &9 & fJeAS™ ©F Aet ©F
IJ&H = HE dfen W iodies g9 © forrs S
m(crusades)émﬁwaé?awmeﬁ

WW?@S FgefenT W3 Fut
BT T YT T FgE IfENTIIT FEX S ofAnT g
stmw@iwwwm?
At ¥ & 9= At feg At € 0 3 muEonmy
3 &It g9 AAe (“IHT ST Jefg Ayl Ad
AdH I 3|l & faradt J9Hr o At fag % A8
uShofi gfan ”- g8z H:q, I9 d8, 1169 ) Ifegst
Wmm%wﬁw@sﬂ%a@nﬁmﬁ?
Sudt AAET 3HeT I9fentt wiust fegrgugr &9
TH & HAH® 39 83 Hoel &9 fasTmBz o& gart
T &3 § giufent ygH=3H »i3 WY © foms &5
fegfent & Aer st uen 9 fes)

M(eZEX|

16. i3 9 afger geer J T I9 &6k 37 =B
mgfex AfHT © faRe9 AHe J6 Iofax Gaat
yfeasnt € AAE @8 J6 MgT & HaY H'ST & HO-
T T a9 R e ¥ AT wrfsst A &

§3-U3 I5 fa faudt & ¥ uan-Aux % fatge
nAge J A JIA3-faurdt = feo Aoy Hadt
fagsst T AHE g &, Hadt miftmmsH feae <

T @3 fonm ugr &i371Qast miBE @ Afkmit
Mﬁéemwwﬁmaﬁ—frm?érfg@ﬂ
gdter H fa8fx i Y= & U 3 & wiy HAT
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83 feg9 80 ‘fo3 =<t mrfog’ T180 = yaer &t
Jer (“Hg yIET & gl Il - 319 3fF, 1248) 139

& AT36) Tt geree g€ JEdit’; A UTH niHe-
96 Jdear |UrAe” &6 © fog mae &7 A v fRwse

& TH AL yAdasT & g y=rs a3 st niad
I, At 3 HASt YUz diSt (“ge wifsT 390 T
Hofo 3fE6 ugarm I et §9t udg 3 JIfg otar dfe
Y& H Il 7~ 31g g, 1002) |

I9 36K & JE WA HIS & 9t fa Bawt = yare
Jifszade mmdt € g9 momft gonde At <
it fegr 7 fx 8ast & f¥a wies 99 1y fam
feg €0 39 © ues Buer T 3IYI eTfeer B
m|wﬂmeﬂmﬁ3mﬁaﬁﬁw
39 €3 fogon, AoT-gB-TfEdt AfomT w3 nus
HITs € € %3 &d J Ae® 1371 A< 79 a76x
€ A8 UgHT § UR3J3T »i3 yRy gHEE ©F Ji3
(“W%WEEU&%W%%WMH@W
JI® ISt 3 EU%HWH)%W%&H
AEadr, 32 f32° €0 widar unf, €yt 3° g9 =
aﬂﬁwwmlwwwe'EHu'e?Heds%ﬁ
HAG 39 € HABHS' & A% feAsH Addh a8
v ®et a3 fgg ffa fazg =t (Tarek Fateh,
Chasing a Mirage, John Wiley & Sons, Canada- ISBN
978-0-470-84116-7) 18fHar 8  &ux  nier
UWHW%WW%EWW
Y fam < foorfimr 9 sed 3 wuE uf¥zg FEH
feg =t 370« figg W3 fAeg HA® 99 IS
FIT I HIH Faf3 A AT Jd HAGHE IIISt orar
A9 W9 a®HT J9H fae 13RSt AT 37 3=t &
T FHN” (IT qF, 140-141) |

e JJ &6d T AJE-AfenEIdt SUEH
BI-Hat f&g @A 7=dr G2 ST < I993” Fat &9
H3H J A<dl (HAfAT 3 96T ©f A9 39 H EH o
JTG3 TH S I1HE MUaT YyIsT Unft I I9H N aHHL
g5 & AXTl); §¢ He HY © ymfsm &9 A9Ex
meam|mamuweaﬁ
ﬁﬂgaﬂgéﬂfsawr—s}rr?ea@?mm
fafommit® a5 fagsT ¢ HBFS(T)-FﬁI@WITﬁIU”(EﬂH
g, 653) 139 T9H Ufgedss o 83, 7 AZ s
@ 73 I, & Ho-ga & yadt s & fag
HofAx=T & Qur 7 & f3nrmar fa3m aam st &
UIH-Uf9e93s BET JgHSH § nid It Aeret
(Salvation Army) M3 #AJ=l TURA T BT
aedr | it OF &% J9 sed e dF 9
foniat ASt HignsT © I8 Wes (I ffg ofeg ur

Jear:“gfe gy Inm fHode® @il U dfe & fom
JTEC A8 AE® dr feg dnm oMt 99
Fﬂ'@n”(a'rda?a 74)| vofsx Hay feg yust a9s
T GdaJ Wﬁmmmemﬁm—
Fﬁeﬁ%wwrm—o’ﬂ@a%wfegaf%—%ww'
@Umu@aﬁwﬁﬂﬁawmg
fHo3™ & e &% miew e J 99 &8 §
maaw“mﬁmmmnwﬁzm
HeHTs fimig Agg Wi fsaral IJICI IF &
g98 HaAf3 & g8 His fifs 995 avwa1” (a9
aH, 534) |

quﬂwfﬂg,%%’um(fé’arﬁ'—a')

wH gt feg (ur 39a o83 f&9) feu ai% ugadt
Aet I n3 uIeT & JiSt At I fa |t a9 g Afow
Fﬁﬁfﬁ@%?ﬁl‘e’#\%?&l‘q’(llvmgGuru)maﬂﬁwa’
ez gdter T | feg ferem mfee famrat famrs fiw #t
€ fer 999 &% mdg J famr T 7 85f & acce § =U
Ug yam fg feftmr Mt | fem oo 8o feue
T&,"miifanT & nid® o 341 geTe8 Ug A9 s &
JaH J Ig HalS dfE I IF dfE i Wl yare Tt ot
efg ¥ y3 o fHsE 99 47 AIe W B91"feg Sa9 RS
e g9 difde fiw it € seus € AEt yfowe fRw
T f&ftmr dfenr /M fAr & wiAgt U A, "nEs yay &
96 ARG yare 9% e Ug 1| Ay fAvs & 596 feo a9
wﬁ@arauawwwﬁ@umzawaﬁévuﬁfm
Hﬁmeﬁuﬁfewﬂm(mwmfm
id 2€)| "Ig UHBA HBIG ydie Jig ot &7" JITEt
Ao’z &% A% yier /it U3 5dt° famrst 7t 3 faf ses
& "3g 3E Ht HalE yare gt &t fe” &9 o3 |

BYas niew sEdl § & AHSE JT JS 39e9 3 feE
3% I8 T TIo & a@Hingt <o it a9 g Afog # =
fomet @ Ud ®8T g5 »3 Ao oo Ht a9 dF
Afog #t § IAEh 5% Tae I6 | I Aaer J fa ot H
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9 dF Afog  § ferss & a9e8s & & AT |
A% feg 3 fa &t a9 nwiors &< # & fiut =gt ot
Aoed gg & Juor 13t A far § gt Aeet 3° e
e S vyt € mAd dT wR ? A feT 9% He s AR
3t feg & Hozr u=ar fa fed AN € AseW Jg I79 Ao
fég Ht a9 dfm Afog / (sswudt 9) »3 g3 a9
nigrG €< #t vy ni3 feg Hies a9 & TAe A3 a9 @
(FI9 v 3) Uer diT | It €6 T dig & 8¢ o
fanmg g aret /| 8F @ fooe Hies a9 fagr A<ar ?
ge feu 9g difde fiw / 3 g9 dg Afge /it & J9 &
fanrg &1t | &t ufa®t ados €T I9 niors &< #t @8
fanmg &t #iz g e a9 faor A< A gg difse fiw
M edl g At 90’ § ? I9 3T g A I Aaer I | "fear
g3t feg 99 fead g e (Jar €8¢ )1 dHie3 #im
73 fea T fea AN UT" g€ 76 U9 ot AT Mies a9 ©

UgHE FEe d° " (Uar qq0), "€Y niug 3fs nifimr
fAfs marg3 Ag Qufenm (s 30€)1 fer »ife mee 3
nizge (fea IA) A o3 (Ma3) Fae fagr A I
fAn 3 Aos ®et nrsfha feret €t 83 Uet I 3 wfawis
853 nstHa 933 @ fenast 3t fer § AE Aae 6
[

79 a5x e #t fer wfe fsdadt mee & "mue,"
“Ha,” “gan” 7 "aH" (Ie-TUd 5<) 3% e A9T
5 | AURe 3 fa fesrs fegt (F=-Twa =) & 49
& At fenrfmr adt &9 Aae fa@fa fer fadadt Fae
(gaoH farrs- 9337) 2 83us J= IS fesAs AAT feg
&dt Ht | II9 56 €< it »igHd fer nisde Hee € ©
viar 95 fea mae (7 goH famrs féer 3) »3 g 9ar
(79, 8, 3%, &€ A U fAA § UaH @8 divine melody

9 (€08 3 oY) AsfH? g9 Jg Afag & I8
feg dt 3¢t goe § Tl T 3% fegr@e Hienm A<?
YA JI9 3 AT 99 § "3 a9 HoE &% U3 7 AT
51

g feg gegst foun & &t gus odle fa o9 Hies
i A U & Haet € 3 | Ht 39 dfF mfag #t ny &
afde I, "fies R f3H AJUT Haa™ (U5 328) | U
39 4w Afag # feg &t afde I fa a9 (mifammasT g9
II%A famis @ T a8 HIe &dI, "d wifeur A
IBHI »Hg H A9 F939 (Us €3)1 g9 Jg Afog # §
"Hies 99" Jfge B A Ao U=ar fa wirt H 9 JE
"WHI H J19 a939" e ?

frv grgnrt & fous & Ht a9 dfg Afog § »my Hiet A3t
ST fiex &4t fagr | vy feue  "aH fous f3mfg
yuf3 fAn AeE 39 Hfs gor MB" (Jer q09) | A 799
3 fa frivt = g "HEe" I # fan 3B < Al &t Toer
| = AS% U Jor J fa feg mge faozr 3 7 fem <t
fenrfemr »et ARG @ AW uan f€a 9% afde a5 fa
"He <o mae A w3 mge It I3 A 1"(In the beginning
was the word and the word was with God John 1.12) |
HA®HG fer 3 'Jeegas (G396 €.0), fig Bedfis
(HEETgIH), Gos! BdiA, EIAET HHTT, USH HSHT W3
diat 3@ afde g5 | fiv g9 Afoes afde g5 "83uf3

sfde I6)1 "JIufd &€ (T5) JufH I (FaH famrms)"
& Q)1 vt Ase Tf fa "mEe" (IT-goH I3 A
famms) 3 3t ae% fears It yIs 39 3 AHS & famrs
Y3 JJ Ade IG g6 g6 &dl | uT 'O &9 fomrs
&t Jer feg aes niaHt HAST Uer goet 3 # fesrs §
S % Bt I w3 i Agni § & | fuFs = AU s
¥ U5 3 HAS § & 391 HO&' < g% AT J, WaT I
Ha3 AT & fags 76 & Yoo & adfenit €5 sAer J
(®e gdaa ftmr AsHy Bfs o Uar oot) | afesr
7t afes wifex &t S 8, 3% 7 U5 BT & fears @
HRSt feg s B T | faur Awr T fa fams #t <
gAGT 3 et HST HAS J A A (BS & AT Hdl
€t At Ut wg 13 3-8f9sT Fex) | A & 3 feg
3 fAg a9 &3 famr T f& 991 AE & arer <09 €0
fédnit 95 | I9 o Afag M & fer waht gs <3
fadadt nisae mee § It miue 99 faor At | "8g AEE
HI yfs grz 9 "gfs AsfH & e (Jar ou) | fer
HE€ § »3H fonrdt win & FE Aae 3 | 39 1 § 7
frat 3 Ufenr fa 397 ag d= I 3F vy 7 & €39 A
"HEE I AIS U6 98" < feq f& famis (HI3) Hae
3 BT It »i3 A H yHOT BTt R FET € 'us"
feg HAZ T Afer IF 7 fadardt Fge 3 Sudt &df i3t A
ASEt | "miede AfE Hifen Age 9t (d& 8au)

g Hfent 3t 7 AaeT I UT fans a9e 893 &6 J |
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I, "Wi3fg I35 UTSE HI UIH 33 v (& O€8)"
AR § fans a9e HI &t do6 I (famg & arset gemt
IE IIF A (UaT 8€Y), "I & Ifam Al (UaT Q)
| 3 fer ¢ fanrs A3 faar fesas € 8ua & s &
adt /it dfgnr 7 Aaer fafa ugH=wr & gaH ¥
799! J (TIH F3 37 9 B -Uar 8E€ )|

R 3 3 wianft fadaet Aae & use=t 7 ysig uer
335 L "AEE" IueT W9 At fan few I (T6) 3
fer = fea agdt g1 5= four fomrr | fier <o S T
famrs fer niahft Fee @ faR 3913 7 3H vifsHt a5
At 89 AS & AW g9 i & fea3d 96 & W3s 19T |
J9 »i9rs €< it & feg feasa i3 dfenr goH-famrms
Ut FEe-339 AT fEx & a9 H 99 dF Afog # &
13 39 dist ug &% It »i3t ferasT Afos feg < fou
fégr iy 3t H fomrees sdt | 37 feg AT 536 79
55a Afag € o3 famrs nigAT "gaH" & fenrfunr
B dt Sz T | (T8 wiug §f® & AEer B fonr B
gaHg MG dar o€3) | A 39 diF Afag  ASIY sox
Afag # @8 93 B8R m3fia famis & A9 3 7 aig #t
& o ferdt o yuz a9 fenr M | €5 & n3fix
famrs &t st Ju fEst w3 fer g AAw f<o Sule =&
w@mé%@éw&h”mﬁwﬁzuﬁwm
fs3 f53 93 FeE '(JaT uoo) | fer nifges sl (Aet<t
fs@") few femmua wisae o=t § A ARG 3 <93
fies-A9 g58F T M3 WS HfonT™ He I97 J9& I
"ede IEt J9HY euEt AR AfE Afs He 3§ Ifonm
(Jar 2tq)

Uet famg a9 et ot fAr § ny it 3 e Afas”
afg & |/t T9gw Afog vifysFg &9 yams a3 (Y3
T3t AaE gefunr - da €q9) | fer Udt St sast =
aH g I famr 3t 7 ARG § JY 56d ATdE € W@ &
famrs ug a s 7 AR 3 &% It feT w3 & At
34 % f& ferm oet 3 efee GoBz v fer g ar &
ufgnt A2 (S193% a3 AR) | Iret g9 H fer aan
(niade 52) € gu feg ygoT ugAaE € W3s (Practical

demonstration) <t 8R B Iy a9 &3 I | i A
d9 dg Afgy / A8 UA I6 feg mifsHa nigse feg
I5 # UIH3IH &5 THB Bt € fadarat nignmn feu'
UJaIe I8 I 3 A Hies 193 T9AT 33 Is | feT gus
et fgs da famrs &t 1"8a 76 feg iz T feg feg
38 gou How (UaT 33Y) |

feg et goH forrs @ 7 ARG @ »i3 33 98 32
fesrs § 90 uGer 93 ar | 7 wiFt afde ot "Ig HI
Afor Aer T &8 (o 3¢8)" 8¢ feg &df amfumr &
Aaer fa wirt fr8'e e a9 & A9 ffe U & &% &
fege I 3= feg T fa ag = mae-fomrs, far § wiFt
MUE dies @ g1 fazr & 92, IHFT &% JY Age
T7| feg famrs It g9 & AST 979 TAIT (quide) T |

Ht a9 diw Afog # far fearst An <9 A8 &% &t
5 3 & &t fer "mee" qft I9 § v fumm, U,
IOt A I3 T SFAE UJTT Aot d | fgT &H &
JE % goH-famrs 3 | #e ag # A3t Af3 A o 3
®x afoz sa f& I9 o8 a9 fomr T | 3t Afow
J9TH it TAC J5 8T 3% ¢ A6 fa AT Has <9 fAr
9 & FEvE J Tt Ht B9 wifseHt A @@ AHE
nrdt A Ralf3 wifgs™t oA ' | Ht a9 o Afow
feg vifget yg @ oz are ae g fer & feg niy
St vifgat T famr 3 "yg mifgsrt efr wfe #isfe
Ifg Ha® a6 are A" (Jar €1) |

Ht a9 dfw mrfag #t § Hies 919 (Living Guru) afos <t
g nifgsHt a9 (Eternal Guru Or immortal Guru )
gfgsr Ot fer & AT H®-vids T 1"I9 & IU§ AT
mifgsTHt" (Jar a02)

*khkkkk

Q€ Afzae yrAfe 1l

H'g HI®' Y W 2 Il I a9 Afad - dar e |
mmmwfﬂa%mmu
u@suﬁﬁns'asaﬁsaﬁfe?fwmuqu

nIg: 99 Afog A Quer a9e 96 fa uadft, 39 w3
AT WaTH HS®, Md® YJY & JaH wigAa Jt fegg I3
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Ts | feg @ g, U, »idqr nifed 3t nias yay @ fouH
35 9% I3 I6 w3 fdgnt @ AT =<fant e wift feorar
feeg 923 3t nia® Yy & gamr feg A Ifder 3 1 ()

Guru Sahib teaches us that the whole Universe, including
the earth, the stars and the sky have been following the
Divine Command. Even the elements like air, water, fire
as well as the Hindus’ helpless god-king Indar, are also

under the control of the Almighty God. (1)
gar fag3@ I3 Hat 1l

A mtom / AeT §I% 7 99 fufs anfe adt 1 a 1 38 1

nJE: 99 Afag A ANSET I5 fa fea arg § v u's
dg %2 fa fags y=t nia® yoy &t frefs-rew fou &is
Jfemr afder 3, @R mft w3 Ay Aies 5313 96 feu Ae®
J e 3 | fém, Yyt efondt gyt @ 39 3 St =fenr
IJer T | (A - TTB)

Guru Sahib advises us that we should always remember
One Truth that if we wish to lead the satiated life in
complete equipoise, then we should get rid of our fear-

complex by reciting God’s True Naam, which would
enable us to attain emancipation in life. (1 — Pause)

TIU9 g @< s9ufo fra Afaa sfa Hienrm 1l
sy 989THIT Wi HiT AaH fefa fefa Aat ffewr 12 1

wIE: A Y&, 93, fAT w3 Afua (Wat, Aait mifes) st
WAH YIY & JIH dt BBwE &t a9 A w3 R @ 3
feg It 3fde T5 | vdx get & Wi e, A3 »ia® Yoy
2 go feu &t fegge, 8T o9 AN &1 g' € AGH-HIE
Isgfemueafd@as | ()

All the human beings, gods, mendicants and Yogis, etc.
engaged in penance can’t disobey Divine Command but
they, in fact, remain afraid of God. The beings of
countless species, which do not obey God’s Order, ever
lead fearful life and remain afraid of birth and death like
various species. Under the prerogative of the Almighty
God, this process of birth and death has been going on. (2)
A A3 3THA STufa a3 gu ufenr
% gudtl feg 8% saU wif3 39U gan Ifewr 11 2 1

VJg: WA wiEfass i 96 fAg3 94, AS M3 3H aF’ @
Yge F9d I, ma® Ygy € gaH 3 Head &dt I AEe |
fHfgoTAx TgHTH B<3T St nia® yIy @ 39 feu It Ifde
TS5 1 ()

There are countless persons, who remain engrossed in
three-pronged Attachment viz. lust for power, greed and
equipoise but despite their influence, they can’t afford to

disobey the Almighty God. Even the Hindus’ goddess
Lakshmi of wealth and their god of justice (Dharam Raj)
are afraid of God’s Authority. (3)

AO®% AHAt 39fT fammit fag 39 a@sam i

T 56d FA36 o Hdil I3 AIfg &gaaT 11 8 11 Q i

nIE: Al fHAST mia® you € gaH & miefomr &dt &9
Ao, ug 89 »iy faR St der & Ho3H &dt | 39 a6
Afog & foms-Af3 Aear, 39 »i9rs Afog forms age
T fa »id® Ugy MU 913t @ wigl-Har Ifder I mi3 €
WS Yy @ fHog f Usg g2 Ifde a5 | (8 / Q)

The entire Universe can never dare to disobey God’s
Command, except the Almighty, who is fearless. By
virtue of Guru Nanak Sahib’s enlightened-wisdom, Guru
Arjan Sahib says that the true devotees, who have
attained God’s refuge, get honoured and acclaimed in
Divine Court. (4)

Waheguru jee ka Khalsa Waheguru jee kee Fateh.
Shared by: Gurmit Singh (Sydney — Australia): Sunday, 16th January 2011
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JUST FOR LAUGHS
Subject: Obama & the Canadian PM

President Obama and the Canadian PM are shown a
time machine which can see 50 years into the future.
They both decide to test it by asking a question each.

President Obama goes first: "What will the USA be
like in 50 years time?"

The machine whirls and beeps and goes into action
and gives him a printout, he reads it out: "The country
is in good hands under the new president, Jose
Fernandez.... crime is non-existent, there is no conflict,
the economy is healthy. Vice President Jin Tao has
declared Chinese language mandatory in all USA
schools. There are no worries."

The Canadian PM thinks, "It's not bad, this time
machine, I'll have a bit of that" so he asks: "What will
Canada be like in 50 years time?"

The machine whirls and beeps and goes into action,
and he gets a printout. But he just stares at it.

"Come on, Stephen,” says Obama, "Tell us what it
says."

"I can't! It's all in Punjabi!"

*khkkk
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BOOKS FROM KHALSA TRICENTENNIAL FOUNDATION OF NORTH AMERICA INC.

Realizing the need for correct information about Sikhism in the English language for the benefit of
Diaspora youth, KTF requested S. Gurbachan Singh Sidhu, UK, to revise some of his books and write
new ones. Mr. Sidhu is one of the founders of The Sikh Missionary Society of UK and Guru Nanak
Charitable Trust, Mullanpur Mandi, Ludhiana. Of the many books and pamphlets in English that he
has authored we have been able to afford to publish only four:

1. Sikh Religion and Christianity — 110 pages
2. Sikh Religion and Islam — 153 pages (Co-authored with Gurmukh Singh)
3. An Introduction to Sikhism — 76 pages
4. Panjab and Panjabi — 177 pages

These are excellent books for Sikhs and non Sikhs alike. Reading these books you will get the real
meaning of Sikhi, something that Gurdwaras have miserably failed to teach. These books are for free
distribution. We invite our readers in the USA to order any combination of 40 books for a donation to
KTF of $100.00, including postage, and distribute them free to their family, friends, local sangats or
schools operated by Gurdwaras. Your donation will help in the publication of The Sikh Bulletin.

*khkkk

TEACH YOURSELF GURBANI. FOLLOWING TWO SOURCES ARE EXCELLENT:

1. www.srigranth.org This website will help you find page number of a shabad in Gurmukhi, English,
Devanagari and Transliteration; and also to Panjabi translation by Prof Sahib Singh.
2. www.gurugranthdarpan.com This site carries the Panjabi translation of GGS by Prof Sahib Singh.

*khkkk

Some other useful links:

www.sikhbullertin.com

www.singhsabhacanada.com

Aarti condemned by the Sikh Gurus being practiced at Patna Sahib:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1gWDcBddddU

www.sawaddinewsusa.com; www.sikhmarg.com;

Aarti condemned by the Sikh Gurus being practiced at Patna Sahib:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1gWDcBddddU
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